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EC holds CEO conference; reviews
readiness ahead of nationwide SIR

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
(EC) on Wednesday held a
conference of Chief Electo-
ral Officers (CEOs) of all
States and Union Territo-
ries to assess the prepared-
ness for rolling out a na-
tionwide special intensive
revision (SIR) of voter lists.

The commission was
planning to roll out the SIR
across the country with a
single schedule, as of now,
sources in the EC said.

The conference was in-
augurated by Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner Gya-
nesh Kumar in the
presence of Election Com-
missioners Sukhbir Singh
Sandhu and Vivek Joshi. It
assessed the preparedness
of the offices of the CEOs of
all States and Union Terri-
tories for the nationwide
SIR exercise, an official
statement said.

At the beginning of the
conference, Bihar CEO Vi-
nod Singh Gunjiyal made a
presentation on the strate-
gies, constraints, and best
practices adopted in his
State, which was the first to
roll out the SIR.

All other CEOs provided
detailed presentations on
the number of electors and
the qualifying date of the
previous SIRs and electoral

Gearing up: Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar with Election Commissioners Sukhbir Singh

Sandhu and Vivek Joshi. pTi

rolls in their respective
States or Union Territories,
according to the previous
completed SIR. They also
presented the status of dig-
itisation and uploading of
the electoral roll after the
previous SIR on the web-
site of the State and Union
Territory CEO.

The officers also provid-
ed suggested documents to
ensure no eligible citizen
was left out of the electoral
roll, and no ineligible per-
son was included in it.

The issue assumes im-
portance in light of the
controversy surrounding
the list of 11 indicative doc-

uments, which the EC had
sought as part of the SIR
exercise in Bihar. However,
the Supreme Court had on
Monday asked the poll bo-
dy to add Aadhaar as the
12th document in the Bihar
SIR.

EC sources said that
though the SIR order of
June 24 holds for the entire
country, the list of docu-
ments could be made more
inclusive when the sche-
dule is announced.

The CEOs also provided
the status of mapping of
current electors with the
electors as per the pre-
vious SIR, in the State or

Union Territory, the state-
ment said.

To ensure the uniform
implementation of the
Commission’s initiative of
having no polling station
with over 1,200 electors,
the status of rationalisation
of polling stations was also
reviewed.

The Commission also
reviewed the status of ap-
pointment and training of
District Electoral Officers,
Electoral Registration Of-
ficers, Assistant Electoral
Registration Officers,
Booth-Level Officers, and
Booth-Level Agents.
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EC holds CEO conference; reviews readiness ahead of
nationwide SIR

gATd 3TN A CEO qWaH Jfmaford fabar; ¢=raamdt sIR @
Ugd AU B qeften #

e The Election Commission (EC) on Wednesday held a conference of Chief Electoral
Officers (CEOs) of all States and Union Territories to assess the preparedness for rolling
out a nationwide special intensive revision (SIR) of voter lists.

TG TR (EC) 7 AR &1 At w4l 3R oy =iy we=n o g fHatae siftreifeat
(CEOs) &1 qwIa+ Sfriford fora drfes wagrar gl & xreardt fa=iy g+ J=MeH (SIR) &
TN R B AT BT SATHE [T off T |

o The commission was planning to roll out the SIR across the country with a single
schedule, as of now, sources in the EC said.
EC & AT A %8 foh ST a0 & qR 3= H SIR $t TP &t FTAHH & ATY AR B D
ST §1 38T 8 |

e The conference was inaugurated by Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar in the
presence of Election Commissioners Sukhbir Singh Sandhu and Vivek Joshi.
WS BT IguTe B A1 AT =T HHR 2 A9 Mg GEai Rig e 3R
fade =i ot IufRufa o foba|

e |t assessed the preparedness of the offices of the CEOs of all States and Union Territories
for the nationwide SIR exercise, an official statement said.
T YSRGS | HgT 71 s 398 Tt It 3R s MR W= & CEO Frafedl o1
3rETdt SIR 3T & foU SR o1 S fasar |

e At the beginning of the conference, Bihar CEO Vinod Singh Gunjiyal made a presentation
on the strategies, constraints, and best practices adopted in his State, which was the first
to roll out the SIR.
T 3t ped J fagR ceo At Rig jforara A o 3 o 3o 7S Yo,
qryrait 3R watww wtsi R wRgfa <, S SIR @R #3A a1aT Ugdr Is7 |

e All other CEOs provided detailed presentations on the number of electors and the
qualifying date of the previous SIRs and electoral rolls in their respective States or Union
Territories, according to the previously completed SIR.
3 Tt CEOs  31UA-30 a4l a1 o TR UGN & fUSell g §8 SIR & 3R
Tagrarsii @t We R st sIRs @ gagrar il 5t uran fafy wR foxga wegfa <t

e They also presented the status of digitisation and uploading of the electoral roll after the
previous SIR on the website of the State and Union Territory CEO.
3I5i- USelt SIR & 918 IS 3R Fx RYT TS CEO & dqA18e WR WGl T &
fEfredtarur ok sralfE it fRufa +ff vega &1

e The officers also provided suggested documents to ensure no eligible citizen was left out
of the electoral roll, and no ineligible person was included in it.
YS! ¥ T8 YT = & o T 7Y g=aras +f v fobt i @ig ff umr amive
Tagal gt A aTeR | 38 3R #I it srur aufd sad wfira 9 8

e The issue assumes importance in light of the controversy surrounding the list of 11
indicative documents, which the EC had sought as part of the SIR exercise in Bihar.

%wwaw%mﬂ%ﬁeﬂﬁsm WY & g & U § EC GRT AN 1T 11
Hhach GeaTdwil 1 G B Ao faarg 9a w1 1|

e However, the Supreme Court had on Monday asked the poll body to add Aadhaar as the
12th document in the Bihar SIR.

BT, GHH B 7 AR &1 AT M I fagR SIR T YR 1 1287 XA SIgH &

forg g Ul
e EC sources said that though the SIR order of June 24 holds for the entire country, the list
of documents could be made more inclusive when the schedule is announced.

EC & AT 3 %81 fb gTaiifeh 24 S T SIR TSN TR I & oY A1) &, Af1 gxaraeil @) gt
B! BRIHH B N0 & T 3R 3 FaTAh a1 &1 G |
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o The CEOs also provided the status of mapping of current electors with the electors as
per the previous SIR, in the State or Union Territory, the statement said.

U H Bl 1 {5 CEOs Iy T g IMRIT U H I HT- AdGara &1 fUsel SR &
Tagrarsi & a1y fam s Ryfa «f iga a1

e To ensure the uniform implementation of the Commission’s initiative of having no polling
station with over 1,200 electors, the status of rationalisation of polling stations was also

reviewed.

fodt it Hae™ Hg WR 1,200 | 3P AASTAT 7§11 $ TANT B Ugd & GHIH HATaa—
B AT FA F oL, AaeE Fal & abaiiasor 1 fRAufd ot o wfen o1 1E)

o The Commission also reviewed the status of appointment and training of District

Electoral Officers, Electoral Registration Officers, Assistant Electoral Registration
Officers, Booth-Level Officers, and Booth-Level Agents.

3T 7 foran fata siftrefyal, frafam dsfiesur siftrerial, Jerae et dsiiexor
mimﬁﬂuaﬁmﬁﬁ, 3R Y- Telel ! Fgfa oiv ufreor ot fRufa ot
Al

What is next for Indian football?

What did the Supreme Court judgment say about the status of the Indian Super League? Why did the Football Sports Development Limited put the 2025-26

season on hold? Has the All India Football Federation ratified its new constitution? Is there a possibility of the FSDL not being the commercial partner this season?

EXPLAINER

N. Sudarshan

The story so far:
n September 1, the Supreme
Court of India paved the way
for the commencement of the
country’s top-flight football —
the Indian Super League (ISL). Scheduled
to begin this month, the premier
competition has been in limbo ever since
the Football Sports Development Limited
(FSDL), organisers of ISL, announced on
July 11 that the 2025-26 season will be ‘put
on hold’. But in a short order — with a
detailed judgment to follow — the SC
accepted a tentative roadmap presented
jointly by the FSDL and the All India
Football Federation (AIFF) which will see
the season start with the Super Cup in late
October, followed by the ISL in December,
subject to the consent of the Asian
Football Confederation (AFC).

Why was the ISL put on hold?

In 2010, the AIFF signed a 15-year Master
Rights Agreement (MRA) with the FSDL —
a joint venture between Reliance
Industries and Star Sports — to run the
ISL, which eventually kicked off in 2014.
The FSDL is AIFF’s commercial partner
and pays Indian football’s custodian an
annual sum of Z50 crore for the right to
broadcast, commercialise and manage
Indian football, including the national
team. But this agreement runs only till
December 8, 2025, and though
negotiations to finalise new terms went on
for months, they remained inconclusive.
A deal that will expire midway through
the season was deemed undesirable and
the organisers decided to suspend
operations until there was clarity about
the future.

The situation was made more
complicated when the SC, back in April,
asked both parties not to take any final
decision until it pronounces the judgment
in a case regarding the formulation of a
new constitution for the AIFF. This case

g

arose out of a judgment passed by the
Delhi High Court in 2017 which deemed
that the election of AIFF office-bearers
was in violation of the National Sports
Code. The SC stayed the HC order and
called for a new constitution to be
drafted. The SC’s recent prohibition on
any decisive parleys between AIFF and
FSDL was essentially to avoid a scenario
where the eventual verdict calls for fresh
elections and the whole MRA has to be
renegotiated by the new AIFF committee.
On August 22, however, after being
apprised of the difficulties faced by the
stakeholders in the football ecosystem,
the SC asked AIFF and FSDL to come up
with a “workable arrangement for the
smooth functioning of the league(s)”. The
SC, through last week’s order, while
making no mention of fresh elections,
prima facie accepted the joint roadmap

Fresh hope: The Kerala Blasters FC team during a training session in Kochi in 2023. FILE PHOTO

and stated that the “collaborative effort is
a significant step in the evolution of
Indian football”.

What have AIFF and FSDL proposed?
Apart from the provisional dates for
starting the season, it has been agreed to
“conduct an open, competitive and
transparent tender for selection of a
commercial partner to conduct the ISL in
line with global best practices”. This
effectively means that there is a chance
that the FSDL may cease to be the
commercial partner if any other entity
outbids it. Additionally, FSDL agreed to
“waive its contractual Right of First
Negotiation and Right to Match under the
Master Rights Agreement dated 08
December 2010” and to issue a No
Objection Certificate for the execution of

this tender. This process is to wind up

before October 15 and a bid evaluation
committee has been formed for the same.
FSDL also told the SC that the
July-September quarterly rights fee of
12.5 crore has been cleared and that it
was open to advancing the payment of
the final tranche of ¥12.5 crore for the
October-December 2025 quarter.

What does the short to medium-term
future hold?

Once the tender is floated and a
commercial partner finalised, broadcast
deals have to be struck and
revenue-sharing agreements with clubs
drawn. These remain important for clubs
to work out their budgets for the season.

While such negotiations progress on
one side, authorities will have to deal with
the stern ultimatum that the world
governing body FIFA and AFC have issued
to the AIFF to adopt and ratify its new
constitution by October 30. It is to be
noted that in August 2022, when the SC
appointed a Committee of Administrators
(CoA) to temporarily assume charge of
AIFF and finalise the new constitution,
FIFA suspended the AIFF citing “undue
interference by a third party”.

A repeat of this episode is unlikely, for
the AIFF is now governed by an elected
commiittee, and the SC’s detailed
judgment ratifying the constitution — as
finalised by Justice (Retd.) L. Nageswara
Rao after taking into account the
comments and suggestions of various
stakeholders on the draft version
prepared by the CoA — is expected
shortly.

The constitution has to be in line with
the National Sports Governance Act,
2025, which was passed during the recent
monsoon session of Parliament. But the
Act, despite receiving Presidential assent,
is yet to notified. The SC had initially kept
its judgment pending to ensure that the
constitution was in sync with the Sports
Governance Act. But in the last hearing, it
indicated that it will not wait for the law
to be notified after being informed by the
Centre’s counsel that it could take as
many as six months.

THE GIST

v

In 2010, the AIFF signed a
15-year Master Rights
Agreement (MRA) with the
FSDL — a joint venture
between Reliance Industries
and Star Sports — to run the
ISL, which eventually kicked off
in2014.

v

But this agreement runs only
till December 8, 2025, and
though negotiations to finalise
new terms went on for months,
they remained inconclusive.

v

On September 1, the Supreme
Court of India paved the way

for the commencement of the
country’s top-flight football —
the Indian Super League (ISL).
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What is next for Indian football?

YR Pedid BT SRTAT HeH T 872

On September 1, the Supreme Court of India cleared the way for the commencement of
the Indian Super League (ISL).

%E_rlwﬁ YRT &1 Fared ARy 5 YRAR U= 61T (ISL) & e & fore A uRrd
|

The 2025-26 season was scheduled to begin this month but had been put on hold since
July 11, when Football Sports Development Limited (FSDL) announced the suspension.

2025-26 BT HieTH 39 He I Y= g aTa AT Afte 39 11 JaTg o IR o a1 71 o1, 99
Ppeard Widy saaude faffiids (FspL) A Ads &1 9o 3

The Supreme Court (SC) accepted a tentative roadmap by FSDL and All India Football

Federation (AIFF): season to start with the Super Cup in late October, followed by ISL in
December, subject to AFC consent.

HdT=l <TaTad (SC) - FSDL 3R 3iTd SfEar peara eI (AIFF) GRT URdd ST
ASAY ! WIHR f3a; W Bt LI SfFgaR & 3id | YR $Y I giift, 39 a1¢ femar o
ISL, TRRITS peard HgRi™ (AFC) & 3gHfd x|

Why was the ISL put on hold?
ISL DY T = foar e

In 2010, AIFF signed a 15-year Master Rights Agreement (MRA) with FSDL — a joint
venture between Reliance Industries and Star Sports — to run the ISL, which kicked off in
2014.

2010 T, AIFF = FSDL & I1¥ 15-a4fq TR Wged THiHe (MRA) TR XIER fht — St
framaa SeIN SR TR W $T 9gad 3TH &8 — ISL I & fog, 51 2014 T YRE goT|
FSDL pays AIFF %50 crore annually for the right to broadcast, commercialise and
manage Indian football, including the national team.

FSDL AIFF ! a1fife 250 $RIs &1 YT &l 5, S HRdI Ppeard BT TRl
HTHRAPRT 3R UG B BT SHRUDR &l 8, ﬁlﬂ'ﬁﬂ'@'ﬂ?ﬁ'ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ%l

The MRA ran only till December 8, 2025, and negotiations for new terms remained
inconclusive.

MRA &9d 8 fe=iaR, 2025 9% T 7, 3R U Fomi & forg ra<iia sRywa 31|

A deal expiring midway through the season was undesirable, so organisers suspended
operations until clarity on future.

T & ot & WIS g are Jueiar iR o1, SUfnT st A TaTed ®i Riffra foa
e dep fob HfasT TR Tawar g1 fhrer |

The SC in April asked parties not to take any final decision until it pronounces judgment
regarding a new AIFF constitution.

scfrel%ﬂﬁ‘cﬁ:ﬁtr&ﬁﬁmﬁsﬁé Sifaw fAvfa 7 & o9 9 {5 98 AIFF & T 9y W
el = g

The case arose from a 2017 Delhi High Court judgment declaring AIFF office-bearer
elections in violation of the National Sports Code.

Tg T 2017 & el = <urarery & ad ¥ I g, forad we1 i fs AIFF
SfRFIEl & gATT A WIEH His BT Iead ¢ |

The SC stayed HC order and called for a new constitution to be drafted.

SC 7 HC TR W AP TS 3R ¢ WA & TG B 37 S|

SC prohibited any decisive parleys between AIFF and FSDL to avoid scenarios where fresh
elections would require renegotiation of MRA.

SC 7 AIFF 3R FSDL & & forat off fAvrfae arasia ©R e s aife ug fufa 9 54 for e
FHATd MRA $T1 Y: Fraid &1 s |

On August 22, after reviewing football ecosystem difficulties, SC asked AIFF and FSDL
to create a “workable arrangement” for smooth league functioning.
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22 3R P, Feald shiRed & fagmdl B! S, SC 7 AIFF 3R FSDL &gl foh dir &
TIR= AT & e “erafaa 9w sgawir §91¢)

The SC’s recent order accepted the joint roadmap and described the collaborative effort
as a significant step in Indian football evolution.

SC & BIferT SM1exT - WYad JSHY Bi PR fHa1 3R TgaheTd YT & YR peard
% fdwra o wgayvl Heu Iam|

What have AIFF and FSDL proposed?
AIFF 3R FSDL = &1 yRariad farar 82

Apart from the provisional dates for starting the season, it has been agreed to “conduct an
open, competitive and transparent tender for selection of a commercial partner to
conduct the ISL in line with global best practices”.

o &t et fafay & srefar, ug ggafa o+ | i ISL Haraq & fore aiftfsue urfier
zwaﬁ,mmmmﬁmmﬁmmﬁmmweﬁ
3= Bt

This effectively means that there is a chance that the FSDL may cease to be the
commercial partner if any other entity outbids it.

U] Haqd I8 § [ afG BIg 37 TR 31U Scht ANl § af FSDL aTfoifods HRflgR &l
T Adt |
FSDL agreed to “waive its contractual Right of First Negotiation and Right to Match

under the Master Rights Agreement dated 08 December 2010” and to issue a No
Objection Certificate for the execution of this tender.

FSDL 08 faiaR 2010 & AR Wged e & d8d 3~ Ugd! sTadid &1 fUeR iR
B9 B BT AMAPR Bie 3R 37 FIe] & FISTe & 1T SFTIRT THIOGS (No Objection
Certificate) STRI X+ TR TgHfd ¢l

This process is to wind up before October 15 and a bid evaluation committee has been
formed for the same.

Tg TfehaT 15 Sfagar A Ugd T o3t § 3R 9% oW T aYelt gedic afifa &1 7o+ faar
T g
FSDL also told the SC that the July-September quarterly rights fee of ¥12.5 crore has

been cleared and that it was open to advancing the payment of the final tranche of 12.5
crore for the October-December 2025 quarter.

FSDL = giiH &I &1 5 b Jars-Ridar foardt &1 I5e e 212.5 FRIs 9o a1
T 3R U8 Sfagar-feway 2025 faaTdt &1 sifew fed 212.5 Hs Usd 37 & o dOR B

What does the short to medium-term future hold?

oY 3R weay afy # ufasy w32

Once the tender is floated and a commercial partner finalised, broadcast deals have to
be struck and revenue-sharing agreements with clubs drawn.

% §R fAifder ot &) ok arforfSue yrfterR @1 8 1Y, e TR Tie 3 811 3R geral
& ATY ST fAaRoT HEhd IR $A B

These remain important for clubs to work out their budgets for the season.

Ig T8l & fo1T 39 AW P Toie dUR A 8 Heayyl |

While such negotiations progress on one side, authorities will have to deal with the stern

ultimatum that FIFA and AFC have issued to the AIFF to adopt and ratify its new
constitution by October 30.

Safe T 3R Y STaiid 9 1 8, TUBIRGT B FIFA 3R AFC gRT AIFF &) far a1 &eT
e tied off TUTEHT BT b 98 30 Srdgar dd a1 |IUT [UATY 3R SrgHifed &

It is to be noted that in August 2022, when the SC appointed a Committee of
Administrators (CoA) to temporarily assume charge of AIFF and finalise the new
constitution, FIFA suspended the AIFF citing “undue interference by a third party”.

Ig &H ¢ A1 § o 3T 2022 H, S1a YT DI - AIFF BT SRYTRA TamerT HHTa iR
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a1 <fae sifaw ¥ 3¢ & e uer vsfifaeeed #fidt (CoA) Fgad &1, 09 FIFA ¥ AIFF
P fAfaa s & iR SR garn "R ve &1 e gwa |

A repeat of this episode is unlikely, for the AIFF is now governed by an elected committee,
and the SC’s detailed judgment ratifying the constitution — as finalised by Justice (Retd.) L.
Nageswara Rao after taking into account the comments and suggestions of various
stakeholders on the draft version prepared by the CoA — is expected shortly.

2 YT & QIERId &I YHIGAT HH ¢, Fifeh 3@ AIFF gATfaa aftfa g1 2nfa 8 sﬁ“\fgd’m
PI¢ 1 frga ey, of ATagfe (YaTFas) Te. TRIYR 7 GRT CoA GRTFIR

fafira fRaume! o1 fewfrl 3R Jamal &1 e & Twa gu sifow wu fear man g, a?czﬁr
3OfEa B

The constitution has to be in line with the National Sports Governance Act, 2025, which
was passed during the recent monsoon session of Parliament.

fgu™ 1 P Wer y=mE ifufad, 2025 & SRY S AR, o BT 81 H WHa
A |4 1 UTiRd fovam a7 T

But the Act, despite receiving Presidential assent, is yet to be notified.

e 39 S &1 Iguta o Wigpfd e & Jrave it 7@ gfd 81 foar T & |

The SC had initially kept its judgment pending to ensure that the constitution was in sync with
the Sports Governance Act.

T PIE A = B o e gfery dfed a1 aifes a8 g forar o 9 fos dfeum @«
TR ST & o=y gl

But in the last hearing, it indicated that it will not wait for the law to be notified after being
informed by the Centre’s counsel that it could take as many as six months.

Ao Sifam grars §, SIc = dohd fean i a8 ififom & gfud 811 &1 SaoiR =gt &, o/
Fx F gatd 2 gid o e 399 o 1A aF &1 99T T GHhdT & |
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Double delight for Tamil Nadu in National
junior basketball championships

Sports Bureau (Tajinderbir Singh 24, Mrigendra
Singh Dhaliwal 21, Farehjeet
Singh 14, Ravi Pratap Singh 11).

Girls: Tamil Nadu 100 (K. Heema

The Tamil Nadu boys’ and
girls’ teams bagged the tit-

les in the 75th National ju- Vani 31, Noorul Shajitha 21, G.
nior basketball in Ludhia- Swetha 16, A. Jeffrin 12, Raja
na on Tuesday. Lakshmi 12) bt Gujarat 86 (Archi

Patel 30, Aahana George 27,
Niyaliba Gohil 17).

Bronze medal: Boys: Rajasthan

In the boys’ final, Tamil
Nadu overcame host Pun-

jab 8176 while in the girls’ : :
title clash, Tamil Nadubeat = Memorable triumph: The victorious Tamil Nadu squads. zic()izzt:n Chotdhiany 16, Thush

5 ry 16, Kailash Bishnoi
Gujarat 100-85. h . 14, Lokesh Kumar Sharma 13,

The winners took home ~ ¥1,00,000 each. sections and were present- Bhupendra Singh Rathore 12) bt
%3 lakh and the runners-up Mrigendra Singh Dhali-  ed 350,000 each. Kerala 59(Jins K. Joby 21, PM.
got X2 lakh. wal of Punjab and Aahana  tpe results: Finals: Boys: Tamil ~ Goutham 10).

Rajasthan boys and  George of Gujarat were ad-  Nagy 81 (Venkat Dhanush 32, Girls: Maharashtra 54 (Aarya
Maharashtra girls, who fin-  judged the Most Valuable  Mithun Vel 17, R.R. Ashwin 13, Pathangare 13, Siya Bhonsle 11)
ished third, were awarded Players in boys and girls’  Yadesh Kumar 11) bt Punjab 76 bt Haryana 51 (Kafi 25).

Double delight for Tamil Nadu in National junior basketball
championships

IR SR arebeste AR # aftreerg & fir
et it

e The Tamil Nadu boys’ and girls’ teams bagged the titles in the 75th National junior
basketball in Ludhiana on Tuesday.

aﬁmgﬁmmamﬁﬁﬁ%mwﬁmﬁ@n%mqﬁw
SPeara 1 faarg ofid|

¢ Inthe boys’ final, Tamil Nadu overcame host Punjab 81-76 while in the girls’ title clash,
Tamil Nadu beat Gujarat 100-85.

ASHI & WIsAd H TG - ASE USITE $i 81-76 I 8041, S ASTHdl & adrat
gH1aa & aftra-rg A o1 $I 100-85 I gAT|

e The winners took home %3 lakh and the runners-up got ¥2 lakh.
fasranaf o1 23 @@ a9k TR-319 &1 22 @@ fGu U

¢ Rajasthan boys and Maharashtra girls, who finished third, were awarded ¥1,00,000 each.
RISTRIT TSHT SR AERIE TSI, e ST R g1 1321, 31 21,00, 000 TA®
RESR o |

¢ Mrigendra Singh Dhaliwal of Punjab and Aahana George of Gujarat were adjudged the
Most Valuable Players in boys and girls’ sections and were presented ¥50,000 each.

ToTd & il g ureiiara iR ToRTd St ST Slsl &) asd! 3R asfedl & o & gad
Teaar fRaard) A1 T iR 3% 250,000 UAP e far |
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The results:
gforms:
Finals:
PIgAH:

e Boys: Tamil Nadu 81 (Venkat Dhanush 32, Mithun Vel 17, R.R. Ashwin 13, Yadesh Kumar
11) bt Punjab 76 (Tajinderbir Singh 24, Mrigendra Singh Dhaliwal 21, Farehjeet Singh 14,
Ravi Pratap Singh 11).

TSd: ANaArg 81 (ddbe Uy 32, YT a9 17, 3R.IAR. YT 13, AR FHUR 11) A UG HI
76 (ARTERER Rig 24, Tz Rig ureliare 21, BResid Rig 14, Tﬁmﬁa11)ﬁm|

e Girls: Tamil Nadu 100 (K. Heema Vani 31, Noorul Shajitha 21, G. Swetha 16, A. Jefrin 12,
Raja Lakshm| 12) bt Gujarat 86 (Archl Patel 30, Aahana George 27, Niyaliba Gohil 17).

: AEITg 100 (&, BT aoft 31, ‘{w*ﬂﬁ%ﬂm o). el 16, T SAH 12, 1T e

%Waﬁse (31t 7ed 30, SR ST 27, ﬁmmﬁ%a17)ﬁm|

Bronze medal:
DI Ygdh:

o Boys: Rajasthan 86 (Chetan Choudhary 16, Piyush Choudhary 16, Kailash Bishnoi 14,

Lokesh Kumar Sharma 13, Bhupendra Singh Rathore 12) bt Kerala 59 (Jins K. Joby 21, P.M.

Goutham 10).
TSP IR 86 (I AeRT 16, TUGW ey 16, BT f9ds 14, AH FAR THf 13, 1yis
fRig WER 12) %Waﬁsg (= &. selt 21, dt.d. Mad 10) A g

¢ Girls: Maharashtra 54 (Aarya Pathangare 13, Siya Bhonsle 11) bt Haryana 51 (Kafi 25).
asfai: HgRTY 54 (&qutrwﬁm,ﬁmmﬁﬂﬁﬂ)%maﬁm (PTHT 25) A BT

GS Paper 1: History, Society and Geography
TOPICS COVERED 11 September 2025

1. Dalit residents allege ‘untouchability wall’ blocking
access in Tamil Nadu

gfora FrrarfRm &1 omRiy «3rga lar aftrerrg # war
AP [ 8

2. Digital platform to preserve tribal art, culture launched

SIS Sdl, S¥pfd @l Oféd He1 & foe fefrea
Wk dld
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Dalit residents allege ‘untouchability
wall blocking access in Tamil Nadu

M. Iacc&ar@yan

TIRUVARUR

" A 200-metre-long wall
blocking a common path-
way in Valangaiman town
panchayat of Tamil Nadu’s
Tiruvarur district has trig-
gered allegations of caste
discrimination.

The wall, nearly 10 feet
high, was erected three
years ago at Kovilpathu in
Valangaiman, bordering
Pathiripuram in Virupa-
chipuram panchayat. Ko-
vilpathu and Pathiripuram
house over 1,000 Dalit fa-
milies, which say the clo-
sure of the pathway has
forced them to walk an ad-
ditional kilometre via the
main road for daily needs.

The road was a two-km
stretch connecting their
settlements to Valangai-
man’s primary and higher
secondary schools, rice
mills, government hospi-
tal, and police station.
More than 800 school-go-
ing children have been di-
rectly affected.

“, = : 1
The wall, nearly 10 feet high, was erected about three years ago at

Valangaiman in Tamil Nadu’s Tiruvarur district. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Most residents are daily
wage workers and they say
the longer route adds both
time and costs to their al-
ready strained lives.

“For household errands
and shops, this was the
shortest path. Now, we are
forced to take detours,”
said Manimegalai R., an el-
derly resident.

According to local acti-
vists, dominant caste
groups tacitly support the
wall. “There is fear that if
Dalits have free access,

then property rates in the
new layout will drop. We
see this as an untouchabil-
ity wall in all but name,”
said Murali K., district pre-
sident of the Tamil Nadu
Untouchability Eradica-
tion Front.

Plot developer J. Jeka-
bar Ali, however, denied
the charge. “This is patta
land belonging to me, not
a common pathway. There
is a conspiracy to defame
me. There are other walls
around the Dalit settle-

ment - not just mine,” he
told The Hindu.

Official response

A peace committee meet-
ing was held on Septem-
ber 26, 2024 by the then
Valangaiman Tahsildar.
The meeting recorded that
a wooden footbridge exist-
ed for public use before
the wall was built. Resolu-
tions called for a PWD sur-
vey to verify encroach-
ment. However, they
remain unimplemented.

Tahsildar K. Om Sivaku-
mar said he wrote to the
Special Tahsildar (Adi Dra-
vidar Welfare) to inspect
the land and take steps if
found to be an encroach-
ment. District Revenue Of-
ficer B. Kalaivani said she
would inquire into the
matter and take necessary
steps.

“This appears to be a
personal property dis-
pute. No complaint re-
garding  untouchability
has reached us,” said P. Ta-
milmaran, DSP, Nannilam.

Dalit residents allege ‘untouchability wall’ blocking access
in Tamil Nadu

<fora el &1 SRy ‘3rgd Sar’ affraqrg # var Aw

Ee

e A 200-metre-long wall blocking a common pathway in Valangaiman town panchayat of
Tamil Nadu’s Tiruvarur district has triggered allegations of caste discrimination.

¥ fasas: fora & aawmsaa

I AP 51 8, 7 ST HGHTE B RIUT DT o4 ez g1

213 YOTad H Us 200-HeR @dl R S 3 I
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The wall, nearly 10 feet high, was erected three years ago at Kovilpathu in Valangaiman,
bordering Pathiripuram in Virupachipuram panchayat.

g <IaR THT 10 Wie Sl 7 3R 30 & A1 Ugd aavmgH- & Sifqauy § §91a1 747 o],
S feeuTfrqRe vemad & ufifeyRe @ er gan gl

Kovilpathu and Pathiripuram house over 1,000 Dalit families, which say the closure of the
pathway has forced them to walk an additional kilometre via the main road for daily needs.

HIfIauy 3R afARYA & 1,000 | 3T gfera URER 6 §, ST B § [ I g g
Y I8 AoRf BT TRl & fore T wew ¥ v sifafad fpadier Uea aa gsar 3|

The road was a two-km stretch connecting their settlements to Valangaiman’s primary and
higher secondary schools, rice mills, government hospital, and police station.

I8 Y& ¢l franiie ddl At off 39 sl &) aamsaa & mufie iR 3= Araafie
faermerat, Traa frell, TRSRY sreuara iR gfery R 3 siredt
More than 800 school-going children have been directly affected.

800 | 3 Tpa &I aTal F=a WY yuifad gU B

Most residents are daily wage workers and they say the longer route adds both time and
costs to their already strained lives.

3ifrepier fraredt fagTe 3R ITebT el & b il Il 7! Uga | & T et &
Y 3R W gl Fg T

“For household errands and shops, this was the shortest path. Now, we are forced to take
detours,” said Manimegalai R., an elderly resident.

“ERE HTH 3R GHMI & foIT I T BT I YT 3, TH AR a1 AT A1 Il 8, T
gl TIHNTATS 3R, T o et 3|

According to local activists, dominant caste groups tacitly support the wall.

T SRIGATT F TUR, T S TUg qoaT0 59 1aR BT G- o §|

“There is fear that if Dalits have free access, then property rates in the new layout will drop.
We see this as an untouchability wall in all but name,” said Murali K., district president of
the Tamil Nadu Untouchability Eradication Front.

2R 2 & 3R ferdl o Tadiat ugw firet 18, Y U 3 & wufyy @t g% R S gH @ A
F 3fQTA g A H U 3P SlaR A 8, U1 S8l YRefl &., afiairg srgddr Sa-
et & forar sieger A

Plot developer J. Jekabar Ali, however, denied the charge.

@ie STAWR S, wmam&mﬁwm|

“This is patta land belonging to me, not a common pathway. There is a conspiracy to defame
me. There are other walls around the Dalit settlement — not just mine,” he told The Hindu.

g B PIE ST T e 21 R oA B B I T o X 21 g ot
%nfrah? W R € - Ryth 73 €1 T, S5 < fég ot s
Official response

3Ty ufafear

A peace committee meeting was held on September 26, 2024 by the then Valangaiman
Tahsildar.

26 AR, 2024 P! BT TAMSHT deHER gRI Wifd AFAA F 95 AT BT TS|

The meeting recorded that a wooden footbridge existed for public use before the wall was
built.

o | ol {1 4T f IR 971 ¥ Ugd SHdT & UGN & ol T aehal &1 U d HiS
Tl

Resolutions called for a PWD survey to verify encroachment. However, they remain
unimplemented.
gﬁﬁﬁﬂWﬁg@%%ﬁ PWD Hd&UT &1 TiT Bt 71, dfch 3t aa Ay el fopan man

I
Tahsildar K. Om Sivakumar said he wrote to the Special Tahsildar (Adi Dravidar Welfare)
to inspect the land and take steps if found to be an encroachment.

. 3 REGUAR 3 %81 fF 3T fav ageitaer (enfe sfas weamon o ol

D I B R HTHHU UTT T R HEH 6 & o1g U7 ferar g
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o District Revenue Officer B. Kalaivani said she would inquire into the matter and take
necessary steps.

forem Trora SifYert Y. A 7 Fel fh 98 AT Bt ST BN 3R A D HEH IS |

e “This appears to be a personal property dispute. No complaint regarding untouchability has
reached us,” said P. Tamilmaran, DSP, Nannilam.

“Tg AT AT YUl fadrg &1 Udiid gidl 8 | SrgadT & daey & By RIHId gAR U g
3E 7, U et . aftrerRE, Sheadt, Afsew 3

INBRIEF Digital platform
v

to preserve
tribal art and
culture
launched

ST &,
Tepid &I
Wiga s P
foru fsforea
WICWHIH i

Affairs Ministry on
Wednesday launched the

Digital platform to preserve e e
tribal art, culture launched ot

artforms and heritage”.

The Union Tribal Affairs Ministry on Wednesday

launched the beta version of “Adi Sanskriti”, a %ﬁga{%mﬁﬁqﬁ
digital platform for “tribal artforms and R, S “STITd FaT
heritage”. Officials said it had been envisioned to I 3R faRmaa” & faw
become the “world’s first Digital University to & fEfored wiewiH &1
preserve and promote the culture and knowledge o enc\’/fggif dsfcjdbgcgarge
of tribal communities”. The digital platform will the “world’s first Digital
have an online marketplace, opening up a digital University” to preserve
market for products made by tribal artisans in o Eromiodge of triba
India. The platform consists of three communit'iee[s. -
components: Adi Vishwavidyalaya (Digital Tribal SHfHTRET 3 BHeT
Art Academy), Adi Sampada (Socio-Cultural T 1 vEe fSfed
Repository), and Adi Haat (digital marketplace) fagtaerers a1 21

p ry), an aat (digital marketplace). Wﬁnﬁaﬁg

TEpia 3R A &Y IR
3R Ferar &l

e The digital platform will have an online marketplace, opening up a digital market for
products made by tribal artisans in India.

Tg fefored Wewid s SfTas ATdhewi™ UaH &3, oY HIRd § SFeTaig SRERI
TRT 91 1T SATGT & forg ueb f$foree areme gam
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e The platform consists of three components: Adi Vishwavidyalaya (Digital Tribal Art
Academy), Adi Sampada (Socio-Cultural Repository), and Adi Haat (digital
marketplace).

I8 Wekhid diF g § firass o1 ¢ onfe fayfaemay (SR saerdta war srare),
3T TueT (AF-Tipfad HeR), 3R 3nfe gre (fvea ardbew)|

GS Paper II: Polity, Governance, And International Relations

TOPICS COVERED 11 September 2025

1. 22 Nepal prisoners escape amid unrest, nabbed at
U.P. border

3rerifa & S 22 AuTel FE UM, IWR Y AT R
Uhs Y

2. Navy strengthens maritime ties with France, Mauritius
through joint exercises

AT A TG ST & T A iy, AR & 1Y
SREUGEEREECREDY

3. The way forward on Katchatheevu, Palk Strait
disputes

PEIY, UTed e faarel A St &1 ant

4. Generational rage
HEhTa iy

5. A Joint and New Journey along the SCO Pathway
SCO I UR U HYad 3fiX 15 I

6. Political instability and economic difficulties in Nepal

Aure # IeHaP fRRET iR enfdfe wfgargar

7. Why does peace seem so elusive to eastern DRC?

q;ff St # zrifa sa+t gRed wl avrdl 872
8. UN nuclear watchdog says new Iran deal covers ‘all
facilities’

URHTY] AR | ef®
ﬁ@%wmﬁ’ﬁﬁm e
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9. Three steps back’: Ukraine-Hungary feud causes
despair on both sides

4 HeH W Geb-gTRY faarg g ual # A= &1 R

Festive ‘fiesta’

=

& 2 . . / o - .
Gibraltarians gather for National Day celebrations on Wednesday, marking the first since the EU-U.K. deal easing cross-border trade and
travel. The festivities commemorate the 1967 referendum to remain part of the U.K. Ap

Gibraltarians gather for National Day celebrations on Wednesday, marking the first since the
EU-U.K. deal easing cross-border trade and travel. The festivities commemorate the 1967
referendum to remain part of the U.K
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22 Nepal prisoners
escape amid unrest,
nabbed at U.P. border

Vijaita Singh

NEW DELHI

At least 22 inmates, who
escaped from prisons in
Nepal following the col-
lapse of the government
there, were apprehended
by the Sashastra Seema Bal
(SSB) along the Nepal-Uttar
Pradesh border on Wed-
nesday, a senior govern-
ment official said.

The inmates were ap-
prehended on the basis of
lists of prisoners shared by
the armed forces of Nepal
with the SSB. They are at
present in the custody of
the Uttar Pradesh Police,
the official said.

Thousands of prisoners
are said to have escaped in
Nepal following the mas-
sive protests by young peo-
ple across that country
against corruption and ne-
potism. The escapees were
“illegal foreigners” and
they would be caught and
jailed, another govern-
ment official said. The U.P.
Police is likely to register a
case under the Foreigners
and Immigration Act, 2025
against the escapees, the
official said.

The SSB, a Central
armed police force, guards
the 1,751-km border with
Nepal, and the 699-km In-
dia-Bhutan border. The of-
ficial explained that the
movement of people from

The escapees were
apprehended based
on a list of prisoners
shared by armed
forces of Nepal

Nepal to India had substan-
tially fallen after the cur-
few imposed by the Army.

Nepal and India share
an open border, and resi-
dents of the neighbouring
country are allowed entry
without visas and pass-
ports based on documents,
including driving licences,
and government-issued ID
cards, among others.

“The armed forces of
Nepal have shared the list
of inmates who fled the
prisons in Nepal, and we
apprehended the suspects
based on that information.
We have deployed person-
nel at all checkpoints,” the
official said, adding that
the number of such esca-
pees could go up in the
coming days.

The official said no addi-
tional deployment had
been made but personnel
had been moved closer to
the border, and other pos-
sible points had been forti-
fied along with the usual
entry points. A watch is be-
ing kept on the possible in-
flux of people if the situa-
tion deteriorated in the
neighbourhood.

22 Nepal prisoners escape
amid unrest, nabbed at U.P.
border

3Tt & 1 22 ATl Hd
Y, IOX USSR UHT IR UHhS
b1y

o Atleast 22 inmates, who escaped from
prisons in Nepal following the collapse of the
government there, were apprehended by the
Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) along the Nepal-
Uttar Pradesh border on Wednesday, a senior
government official said.

HH Y B 22 Hdl, S AUTA P Sl O g8 B
TRDHR & a1 & alg I T &, I §UAR Pl
YIRA ST 9 (SSB) GRT AUTA-3WR U=
T R FRR o T, T aky WeR!
SRBHRY A FaT|

e The inmates were apprehended on the basis

of lists of prisoners shared by the armed
forces of Nepal with the SSB.

ST I AuTe B} T A3 GRT SSB &
1Y T Pt TS Hfeal Bt JRAt & SMUR W
ROIR fopam |

o They are at present in the custody of the
Uttar Pradesh Police, the official said.
I H 4 IR U= gfe ol feRra 7§
ABRT A Fall

e Thousands of prisoners are said to have
escaped in Nepal following the massive
protests by young people across that country
against corruption and nepotism.

YPTER 3R YE-Ydtormare & Rams gar @
ERT R o H fory U 99 T R faRiy ye=i=t
¥ 1 Bl SITdT ¢ b AuTe § §9RY el YR Y|

o The escapees were “illegal foreigners”
and they would be caught and jailed, another
government official said.

YR §U et “3ray fac=i 3 ofk 3% uwrsT 3R
S | STAT AW, T 30 BRI BRI A
Easl
e The U.P. Police are likely to register a case
under the Foreigners and Immigration Act,
2025 against the escapees, the official said.
TR YT Yier Tuaa: UM U Hieal & faams
fad=h s e sifaferam, 2025 % dga
TR &of BT, SHABRT A Fell
e The SSB, a Central armed police force,
guards the 1,751-km border with Nepal, and
the 699-km India-Bhutan border.

SSB, Sl & I A=A Yferd 9 ©, 1,751
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foratiier ddt Aurer W $ik 699 fraiiier del URA-Ye T &1 JRem R 3|

The official explained that the movement of people from Nepal to India had substantially
fallen after the curfew imposed by the Army.

SR = AT {6 AT GIRT WY MY FR & 16 AT A URA 3 1A AN Dt ATaTergt
H HTE! BT 371 3

Nepal and India share an open border, and residents of the neighbouring country are
allowed entry without visas and passports based on documents, including driving
licences, and government-issued ID cards, among others.

AuTe 3R HRd @Y it T 8, 3R ISR < & FHariyal Bt dir ik urraid & faem wawr
Pt 3rgufa 8, S ST aEaY iR TRERY ugar uF Ifgd cxarasl W Semid g1

“The armed forces of Nepal have shared the list of inmates who fled the prisons in Nepal,
and we apprehended the suspects based on that information.

“AYTA BT TR J13N - Sl A HR St i = aqrgn &1 8, ok g0 I T &
YR TR ¥feTeif R o 31

We have deployed personnel at all checkpoints,” the official said, adding that the number
of such escapees could go up in the coming days.

g 9t fral R Bl #1 a1t 1 8, iRt 3 Fe, 78 Sisd gu f o ara fo=f
T YT gU SRl B TEn 9¢ qHdt 2|
The official said no additional deployment had been made but personnel had been moved

closer to the border, and other possible points had been fortified along with the usual
entry points.

ISR A el i B ifafad dareht 98 o1 71 B, a1 witfal & Wt & wda s manr g
3R 3 FUTIIE T & I Yaw figait & A1y werge fvar man g |

A watch is being kept on the possible influx of people if the situation deteriorated in the
neighbourhood.

gie yer & o fRf farred @, af @i & FuTfa S W Rt 3t o 3t g

Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB)

Sashastra Seema Bal is a Central Armed Police Force under the Ministry of Home Affairs
tasked primarily with guarding India’s land borders with Nepal and Bhutan, and with
associated intelligence, law-and-order and civic action roles.

Origin: Raised originally as the Special Service Bureau (SSB) on 15 March 1963 after the
1962 Sino-Indian conflict to carry out both a defence-support and civic/action role in border
areas.

Change of role and name: Following policy reforms (post-Kargil and the “one border—one
force” approach), SSB was transferred to the Ministry of Home Affairs and assigned the
mandate to guard the Indo-Nepal border (June 2001).

The role was later expanded to include the Indo-Bhutan border (12 March 2004). The
organisation was renamed Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) to reflect its border-guarding role.

Geographic responsibility (area of operations)

o Indo-Nepal border: Approximately 1,751 km, spanning the states of Uttarakhand,
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal, and Sikkim.

o Indo-Bhutan border: Approximately 699 km, covering parts of West Bengal, Sikkim,
Arunachal Pradesh, and Assam.
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Navy strengthens maritime
ties with France, Mauritius
through joint exercises

NEW DELHI

Ships of the Indian Navy’s
first training squadron
(ITS), INS Tir and ICGS Sa-
rathi, arrived at Réunion is-
land, while INS Shardul
reached Port Louis, Mauri-
tius, on September 8, as
part of their training de-
ployment in the southwest
Indian Ocean Region.

At Réunion island, the
ships were welcomed by
French Navy ship FS Nivose
with a ‘passage exercise’.
The visit features profes-
sional interactions, includ-
ing cross-training visits,

INS Shardul, a landing ship tank of the Indian Navy, arrives at Port
Louis in Mauritius. X/@INDIANNAVY

Commanding Officer of

dian Navy’s latest indige-

joint diving exercises, and  INS Shardul met the senior nous guided missile des-
sports fixtures, furthering  Mauritian leadership, reaf-  troyer, mission deployed in
the India-France naval firmingthe strongbondsof the north Arabian Sea, par-
partnership. The senior of- trust and professional ticipated in a passage exer-
ficer of the 1TS, also called  cooperation between India  cise with ITS Caio Duilio,
on the French Naval Base and Mauritius, the Indian  an Andrea Doria class des-
Commander and the Com-  Navy said. troyer of the Italian Navy,
mandant Supérieur des The concurrent port of on September 7.

FAZSOI, with discussions calls of the ITS highlight In- The exercise featured
centred on regional securi-  dia’s commitment to “mar- complex tactical ma-
ty, future joint exercises, itime collaboration,andre- noeuvres, aircraft tracking,

and maritime cooperation.  gional stability, aligned seamanship evolutions,
The INS Shardul con- with the vision of MAHA- communication drills, and
ducted joint patrolling and SAGAR”, and the Indian flying operations, includ-

Exclusive Economic Zone
surveillance with MCGS
Victory and a Mauritius
Coast Guard Dornier, be-
fore arriving at Port Louis.
During the port call, the

Navy’s enduring role in
building bridges of friend-
ship across the Indian
Ocean Region, the Navy
said in a statement.

The INS Surat, the In-

ing cross-deck helicopter
landings. The PASSEX con-
cluded with a ceremonial
steampast, where the two
navies exchanged tradi-
tional courtesies at sea.

Navy strengthens maritime ties with France, Mauritius
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through joint exercises

TG A Y 3T & WTSH | Wi, HiIRN & 1Y Y&
Hae gorgd feu

Ships of the Indian Navy’s first training squadron (1TS), INS Tir and ICGS Sarathi, arrived
at Réunion island, while INS Shardul reached Port Louis, Mauritius, on September 8, as
part of their training deployment in the southwest Indian Ocean Region.

YR FRAT & Ugd UiRI&0T Wh1g (1TS) & STeT, ASTTd fav iR smgieiiey R,
8 Rrder o1 gfdrur-ufd e weRImR &7 & s ufkiemr a9t & RR & v & Hgfa=
£10 Ug, S STEUTH Age Wie g, AR ug|

At Réunion island, the ships were welcomed by French Navy ship FS Nivose with a
‘passage exercise’.

g gu R SRS &1 WhTd BRI FR¥A1 & STe Thud fHae gRT O
TS’ & 91 fohar 4|

The visit features professional interactions, including cross-training visits, joint diving
exercises, and sports fixtures, furthering the India-France naval partnership.

3T SR § PIY-S 1T I, Wgad MArER 3R, 3R B SIS ¥ied URIaR aradd
M §, O YRA-wi MRS Argiert & SR aeiecdt foreft

The senior officer of the 1TS also called on the French Naval Base Commander and the
Commandant Supérieur des FAZSOI, with discussions centred on regional security,
future joint exercises, and maritime cooperation.

1TS & ai¥g ReR 3 Wik AT 39 FHIST 3R IS YHfar 39 FAZsoI 3
ot &1, Fora & JRe, 1T & Tgad 3y, 3R It TeaRT W = &t T |

The INS Shardul conducted joint patrolling and Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ)
surveillance with MCGS Victory and a Mauritius Coast Guard Dornier, before arriving at
Port Louis.

TS A A Ui gad Ugd- 4 Ugdl THAeNEY faadt ok Az $ive s SR
F 1Y g TR SR faRy enf¥fe & (EEZ) AR Ft

During the port call, the Commanding Officer of INS Shardul met the senior Mauritian
leadership, reaffirming the strong bonds of trust and professional cooperation between
India and Mauritius, the Indian Navy said.

I HId & SR, LA A b HHITST AR 7 AT & IRy A I oo
BT 3R YR 3R AIRN & S fay™ & Aoigg Tad iR URaR GgawT &1 : g &t
YRR T A FeT|

The concurrent port calls of the 1TS highlight India’s commitment to “maritime
collaboration, and regional stability”, aligned with the vision of MAHASAGAR, and the
Indian Navy’s enduring role in building bridges of friendship across the Indian Ocean
Region, the Navy said in a statement.

1TS & HHMIWR Ui B HRA Bt Yfoasdl S “THst TganT iR &g RRar & ufd
33fd §, S AR &1 2y & 2, 3R URET a1 Ft Rt Yfire o) f§e wearr
&= ® et & qa 391 ¥ gx1fd §, 91 A T 99 | Fal

The INS Surat, the Indian Navy’s latest indigenous guided missile destroyer, mission
deployed in the north Arabian Sea, participated in a passage exercise with ITS Caio
Duilio, an Andrea Doria class destroyer of the Italian Navy, on September 7.

SATSTATY YR, Sf R /AT BT A0 WM Mgss s a fwdas g, 7 7 Rdsw
B! I 3RT PR H AR A1t & SR gerfera AT & ufgar sifvar aif fawdws s
F3i g & Ty T U TeRETge § YT fer|

The exercise featured complex tactical manoeuvres, aircraft tracking, seamanship
evolutions, communication drills, and flying operations, including cross-deck helicopter
landings.

39 31 B wfed Wi wfafaftrai, faum f$, Aiaea e, War snamg, ok ®id-
S& gAIPIPR ATST Aigd IS FaTa M U

The PASSEX concluded with a ceremonial steampast, where the two navies exchanged
traditional courtesies at sea.
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PASSEX &1 THUA Ueh SNUETR® WIHURE & Ty 3T, STei gl et ¥ g & uRaie
RIPTER &7 SeM-ve™ |

Port Calls

o A Port Call refers to the visit of a vessel (ship) to a port for a specific purpose.

o ltincludes all activities related to the ship’s arrival, stay, and departure at that port.

Reasons for Port Calls

Ships call at ports for multiple reasons, such as:

1. Loading or Unloading Cargo
o Containers, bulk commodities, oil, LNG, coal, etc.
2. Passenger Services
o Cruise ships stopping at ports for tourism or embarkation/disembarkation.
3. Bunkering
o Refueling of the ship.
4. Crew Change
o Embarkation/disembarkation of crew members.
5. Repairs & Maintenance
o Dry-docking, technical servicing.

6. Regulatory / Safety
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o Customs, immigration, and quarantine checks.

3. Activities in a Port Call

A port call typically involves:

e Pre-arrival documentation (ship manifests, cargo details, crew lists).
o Pilot boarding and guiding the ship to the berth.

¢ Mooring/anchoring the vessel.

e Cargo operations (loading/unloading).

¢« Port services: waste disposal, water supply, and bunkering.

e Clearances: Customs, Port Authority, Immigration.

o Departure formalities and sailing to the next port.
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The way forward on Katchatheevu, Palk Strait disputes

ndia has historically shaped regional and

global diplomacy through the Panchsheel

principles, the Non-Aligned Movement, the

South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation, and, most recently, with its
“Neighbourhood First Policy”. This stance has
generally promoted peace and interdependence
in South Asia. However, its unresolved issues with
Sri Lanka, as the fisheries crisis in the Palk Straits
and the sovereignty of Katchatheevu island, pose
challenges.

During Prime Minister Narendra Modji’s visit to
Colombo in April 2025, both governments
revisited these long-standing concerns. Mr. Modi
emphasised a “humane approach” to the
fisheries issue — one that balances livelihoods
with conservation. This vision can succeed only if
India and Sri Lanka address ecological
imperatives and historic grievances in a spirit of
cooperation.

Livelihood and conservation at odds
Fishing communities along the Tamil Nadu coast
and the Northern Province of Sri Lanka have, for
centuries, shared the Palk Straits. But disputes
today are exacerbated by Indian vessels carrying
out mechanised bottom trawling in Sri Lankan
waters.

The United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea (UNCLOS) lays stress not only on
equitable use of marine resources but also their
conservation. Similarly, the FAO’s Code of
Conduct for Responsible Fisheries 1995 deems
destructive practices such as bottom trawling to
be unacceptable.

Sri Lanka banned bottom trawling in 2017, but
hundreds of Indian trawlers still continue the
practice, damaging coral beds, shrimp habitats,
and depleting fish stocks. Ironically, Tamil Nadu’s
smaller artisanal fishers, who use traditional
sustainable methods, also suffer: their near-shore
resources have been depleted by the trawler
industry, forcing them into contested waters.
Thus, this is not just a territorial clash but also a
livelihood conflict within the Tamil communities
themselves — between business trawler operators
pursuing profit and traditional fishers who are
dependent on the sea for subsistence.

A sustainable resolution calls for making a
distinction between the needs of artisanal fishers
and trawler operators. Trawler operators cannot
claim empathy as their commercial profits are at
the expense of marine sustainability and
community welfare. Small boat artisanal fishers
have fished in these waters “from time
immemorial” and their plight deserves humane
accommeodation.

This can be worked out through dialogue
between Indian and Sri Lankan fisher
organisations. With the consent of the Sri Lankan
fishers, they can work out quotas or regulated

Nirmala
Chandrahasan

is Attorney-at-law,
Supreme Court
of 5ri Lanka

If handled with
prudence, the
Karchatheevu
and Palk Straits
issues can
become
symbols of
cooperation
rather than
conflict

access and set out limited fishing rights on
specific days or seasons for Tamil Nadu’s small
fishers, until India’s stocks recover.

There should be community sensitisation. Sri
Lankan Tamil Members of Parliament and the
Tamil media can play a role by highlighting in
Tamil Nadu the hardships that the Northern
fishermen suffered during Sri Lanka’s long civil
war. Many of these families lost decades of
income when the military restricted sea access
during the conflict. They should not be portrayed
as aggressors but as fellow victims of economic
loss. Such steps would foster goodwill. It is worth
remembering that during the Sri Lankan conflict,
Tamil refugees were received in Tamil Nadu with
compassion, housed in camps, and given
assistance. Preserving these bonds of fraternity is
essential.

Clearing the misconceptions

Public debate often portrays Katchatheevu, the
tiny uninhabited islet in the Palk Straits, as the
root of the fisheries dispute. This is misleading.
Katchatheevu is less than half a square mile in
area, and is barren except for the church of St.
Anthony, which fishermen from Tamil Nadu
continue to visit for the annual festival under the
1974 India-Sri Lanka Maritime Boundary Treaty.
The 1974 boundary settlement placed the islet in
Sri Lankan waters. The Treaty is legally binding.
Under international law, boundary treaties are
sacrosanct (pacta sunt servanda). They cannot be
unilaterally repudiated without undermining the
global order - just as China’s contestation of its
settled frontiers with India generates instability.

Myths such as “Indira Gandhi gifted the island
to Sirimavo Bandaranaike” need clarification. In
reality, India weighed historic evidence of
sovereignty before deciding. Records showed Sri
Lankan administrative control dating back to
Portuguese and Dutch rule, and, earlier, to the
Tamil kings of the kingdom of Jaffna.

International precedents exist in the following
cases. In the Minquiers and Ecrehos case (France
vs United Kingdom, the International Court of
Justice 1953), the ICJ] awarded sovereignty to the
U.K., despite France’s historical claim through the
Duchy of Normandy, because it had exercised
administrative jurisdiction. Similarly, India
conceded that Sri Lanka had the stronger claim.
Another example is the Rann of Kutch Arbitration
(1968) between India and Pakistan.

Thus, retrieving Katchatheevu is not a question
of justice but of political rhetoric. It remains a
settled issue under international law.
Importantly, fishing rights are a distinct matter —
not linked to sovereignty over the islet.

The Palk Straits and adjacent waters were
recognised as “historic waters” under Indian and
Sri Lankan law — areas where sovereign rights are
even stronger than in normal territorial seas. As

such, there is no “right of innocent passage” or
third-state fishing rights without explicit consent.
Judicial recognition of historic rights dates back
to the Madras High Court case of Annakumaru
Pillai vs Muthupayal And Ors. (1904), which
upheld claims based on traditional pearl and
conch fisheries. Therefore, India’s acceptance in
1974 of the maritime boundary was not whimsical
but legally consistent with historic precedent.

The UNCLOS (Article 123) encourages
cooperation in semi-enclosed seas — such as the
Palk Bay and Gulf of Mannar. Here, joint resource
management is not just ideal but mandatory.

Models exist as in the Baltic Sea Fisheries
Convention where Latvia, Poland and the
European Union share quotas to conserve
resources.

India and Sri Lanka could implement similar
frameworks such as equitable quotas for fishing
days and catch, a joint research station on
Katchatheevu for marine biologists to monitor
resources and suggest sustainable practices, and
promotion of deep-sea fishing in India’s
200-nautical-mile Exclusive Economic Zone
(EEZ), reducing pressure on near-shore waters
and lessening illegal crossings.

Toward good neighbourhood policy

India’s regional leadership is shaped not just by
geography but also by cultural and civilisational
ties. With Sri Lanka, those ties are especially
deep. To protect them, disputes must be
addressed without populist rhetoric but through
quiet cooperation, legal recognition and shared
livelihood security. The way forward involves
multiple levels such as
government-to-government talks (retaining trust
and treaty obligations) and State/Provincial
engagement (involving Tamil Nadu and Sri
Lanka’s Northern Provincial Council and
community dialogue, encouraging people-people
empathy that overcomes media distortions).

If handled with prudence, the Katchatheevu
and Palk Straits issues can become symbols of
cooperation rather than conflict.

India and Sri Lanka share not only maritime
boundaries but also centuries of cultural,
religious, and kinship ties. The fisheries issue
requires fairness to both communities,
prioritising artisanal livelihoods and ecological
sustainability. The Katchatheevu issue,
meanwhile, is legally settled — it should no longer
cloud the real problem of managing resources. By
adopting a collaborative fisheries regime,
investing in deep-sea alternatives, and respecting
historical legal agreements, the fishers of Tamil
Nadu and the Northern province of Sri Lanka
could move from confrontation to cooperation. In
the long arc of diplomacy, smaller disputes must
not overshadow the larger vision: peace,
prosperity and mutual respect in South Asia. +

The way forward on Katchatheevu, Palk Strait disputes

$EIq, UTed e faargl d Smt &1 ant

India’s Role in Regional Diplomacy

YRd B &g Pe-ifa & Yfirer

¢ India has historically shaped regional and global diplomacy through the Panchsheel
principles, the Non-Aligned Movement, the South Asian Association for Regional

Cooperation, and most recently, its “Neighbourhood First Policy”.
Ui ©U 9, WRd A vasita Risidl, R-W@q siigia, gfror vhiRrrg esftg agan
TY (SAARC) 3R BTd g H 30T “Aavgs W ulferdl” & mead ¥ &g ofk af¥e ge-ifa

B AR a1 B
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This stance has generally promoted peace and interdependence in South Asia.
3 3G 7 3TH IR TR efeqor eimn & wifa sik su=ht fAysfzar &) sgmar fiear g1

Unresolved issues with Sri Lanka, such as the fisheries crisis in the Palk Straits and the
sovereignty of Katchatheevu island, pose challenges.

fid®T & WY YA e, O UTeh eed W USel Ura- e 3R Hgrag iy BT TUYET,
gIfoal UgT Hd |

Prime Minister Modi’s Visit to Colombo

Pidal d GUTHA TG BT R

During Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Colombo in April 2025, both governments
revisited these long-standing concerns.

FUTHA % Wt & 30 2025 & Hidal SR & GRM, G WBHRI A 37 A9 TG T 377
6 & R gAfdaR foar|

Mr. Modi emphasised a “humane approach” to the fisheries issue — one that balances
livelihoods with conservation.

it T = TSt ITeH ge R “AEd TR W SR a1 — S AR SR TRET & i
A d1¢|

This vision can succeed only if India and Sri Lanka address ecological imperatives and
historic grievances in a spirit of cooperation.

Tg =P Tt T d 8 IPhdl & oI YRd 3R feiew nRfRufasta smawasdarsit ok fagiiRe
Rreradl B! GguRT &t viaHr # g o

Livelihood and Conservation at Odds

IR 3R WReor § dod

Fishing communities along the Tamil Nadu coast and the Northern Province of Sri
Lanka have, for centuries, shared the Palk Straits.

afeATg de 3R dideT F I Uid F AFSIRT FYSHT 3 TS ¥ UTedh W 1ren fHu 8|
Disputes today are exacerbated by Indian vessels carrying out mechanised bottom
trawling in Sri Lankan waters.

3o d faare) &t SerdT feam § URdIg i1 gRT e wa & Ab-Tgss aied raferT
P |

The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) emphasizes equitable
use and conservation of marine resources.

HYF Y TSR ST FHAA (UNCLOS) THE THTAT & THTH STANT IR W& R
SR S Bl

The FAO’s Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries 1995 considers destructive
practices like bottom trawling unacceptable.

FAO ®T 1995 BT RIAgR Ao UTa maR |igar ATer guts o aied grafen &
SRAH A 5|

Sri Lanka banned bottom trawling in 2017, but hundreds of Indian trawlers continue,
damaging coral beds, shrimp habitats, and depleting fish stocks.

sfieiepT = 2017 W afew grafenT W ufaay aman, dfh= APel WRH grar onft off ot
R BiRa fawar, AT emard 3R Ao wie afaud 81 R B

Tamil Nadu’s smaller artisanal fishers, using traditional sustainable methods, also suffer
due to depletion of near-shore resources by the trawler industry.

F B PRITRY AF3AR, W URUNS Fad dIb] &1 STINT Hd 8, TR ST gRIT
Teqd! Tl & W& g F ot yuifad g

This is not just a territorial clash but also a livelihood conflict within Tamil communities
— between business trawler operators and traditional fishers.

Ig Had U &g Tuy 61 § afcss aftrer ageral & iR AermmR waf +ff § — amaaie
TR 3Tu¥er 3R URUR® APSRI & o]
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A Sustainable Resolution
Hdd JHTYT

Distinguish between the needs of artisanal fishers and trawler operators.

PRI AFSMRI 3R SlaR SATIRE BT TERd! | 3R HRAT TS g

Trawler operators cannot claim empathy as their profits come at the expense of marine

sustainability and community welfare.

TIaR STuvey TTIHfA &1 31aT T8 HR Tbd Fiifds ST aTH TS aadT 3R AGIRIS

H S T R B

Small boat artisanal fishers have fished in these waters “from time immemorial”,

deserving humane accommodation.

%Wn@eﬁﬁaﬁﬁ“mﬁ”muﬁﬁm%aﬁ?ﬁmmﬁﬁ
I

Dialogue between Indian and Sri Lankan fisher organisations can work out quotas,
regulated access, and limited fishing rights for Tamil Nadu’s small fishers until India’s
stocks recover.

UHs1 & ARBR T HR Hd ¢, 9d I [ HRd &b Fe1a JUT o ol offd |

Community Sensitisation

IS Hdga=itedr

Sri Lankan Tamil MPs and Tamil media can highlight hardships suffered during Sri
Lanka’s civil war.

Sfiaers aftra Tivig 3R aftra Mfsar St F TS g & R g3 HiSATsal B
ISR &R & g |

Families lost decades of income when the military restricted sea access during the conflict;
they should not be portrayed as aggressors. ]

IRART A HF SRIH] P AT WS, 76 AT A & S SR TG Ugd &1 vfaafd fomar; 3¢
ST & FU H g1 faman 91 =gl

Such steps would foster goodwill and preserve bonds of fraternity, recalling how Tamil
refugees were received in Tamil Nadu with compassion, housed in camps, and
assisted.

T HeH FgIa-T &I 97aT <1l 3R UTSTR &b S &1 g8 39T, a1e fearmd gu fos affra
RN & aftranrg ® WeTgyfa & Ty WRTE, U § TR, 3R Tgrdl UeH &1 TS 2t

Clearing the Misconceptions

f T fRarRor

Public debate often portrays Katchatheevu, the tiny uninhabited islet in the Palk Straits, as
the root of the fisheries dispute. This is misleading.
A I5H SR , Sl UTeh Wed § Uh Sicl o iU g, &1 aod! ura- faarg o
€ & U B Ud Rl ¢ | T§ YHF g
Katchatheevu is less than half a square mile in area, and is barren except for the church
of St. Anthony, which fishermen from Tamil Nadu continue to visit for the annual festival
under the 1974 India-Sri Lanka Maritime Boundary Treaty.
PG FT &A% YT 9 W T H1 g 3R I8 oR 7, Had Ae Ty w19 7,
gﬁm%ugaﬁm%aﬁm%%q 1974 HRA-Se®T Gyt i | & dgd Ird |d

I

The 1974 boundary settlement placed the islet in Sri Lankan waters. The Treaty is legally
binding.

1974 T [HEA 7 U F1 Hfeprs ur & 91| T8 T BT FU S a7

Under international law, boundary treaties are sacrosanct (pacta sunt servanda). They
cannot be unilaterally repudiated without undermining the global order — just as China’s
contestation of its settled frontiers with India generates instability.
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STRTETA ST & Tgd, YT Wil ufa g1 & (pacta sunt servanda) | 3% THaRWT @I
8t o o Aot 971 afye saawT &1 FHSIR 6T — SN fos 19 &1 YR & |1y 3o
fRR Hrraif wR faare sifRRar igr w=ar g

e Myths such as “Indira Gandhi gifted the island to Sirimavo Bandaranaike” need
clarification.
«Zfe=T Mieht 7§19 Y RS SIS B &y S fe sursit o Wy e Bt
HTTH g |

¢ Inreality, India weighed historic evidence of sovereignty before deciding. Records showed
Sri Lankan administrative control dating back to Portuguese and Dutch rule, and earlier,
to the Tamil kings of the kingdom of Jaffna.

IRad B, URd A fofa o & ugd wuyar & AeTRie wgg W faER | Reid feem § i
T BT UM fFri=ror gdmelt o 9 I O da, SR I Ugd, ST I &
afdra Ireedi 9@ &1 g

e International precedents exist, such as the Minquiers and Ecrehos case (France vs UK,

ICJ 1953), where the ICJ awarded sovereignty to the UK, despite France’s historical claim,
because the UK had exercised administrative jurisdiction.

foraTet Wi €, S Minquiers 3fiR Ecrehos HTHET (i §1TH g, ICJ 1953), W&

ICJ 7 FUYHT gb Bl &1, Yl 31 Wi &1 CfagTRiss arar o, Aifd goh A U= PR $1
T faar

e Similarly, India conceded that Sri Lanka had the stronger claim.
St @RE, YR A O fob ST T graT Hergd ol

o Another example is the Rann of Kutch Arbitration (1968) between India and Pakistan.
TP 3R ICTE0 ¢ 37 TP H=5 AT (1968) YR 3R UIpE= & di4 |

e Thus, retrieving Katchatheevu is not a question of justice but of political rhetoric. It
remains a settled issue under international law.

2oy, HETAq B! AUY AT AT 61 UY 18] Sfewp AT SaTareit &1 qHe g1 T8
SIS BT F Tod YT G T 3|

¢ Importantly, fishing rights are a distinct matter, not linked to sovereignty over the islet.
Heaquf o1, Sl e P SIfUSR T e HIHET ©, S 61U Pt FUYdT I ST T8l |

o The Palk Straits and adjacent waters were recognised as “historic waters” under Indian
and Sri Lankan law, where sovereign rights are stronger than in normal territorial seas.
UTed R 31 SMY-UT % U1 &1 URE R e S ST S ded “UreTie wa qFT
| wwgmwmwaﬁwﬁw%

e As such, there is no “right of innocent passage” or third-state fishing rights without
explicit consent.
9 YR, fomr Wy srgufa & “fighy anh a1 TRk Tsu & vt uwen & sifter T8 5|

e Judicial recognition of historic rights dates back to the Madras High Court case of
Annakumaru Pillai vs Muthupayal (1904), which upheld claims based on traditional pearl
and conch fisheries.

ﬁWWWWW%Annakumaru Pillai d9TH
Muthu%ayal(1904)um—@'ra$wcﬂ%,ﬁﬂ%ruwwﬁ$' Hidl 3R TG AD UpSA & gral ol
7T |

o Therefore, India’s acceptance in 1974 of the maritime boundary was not whimsical but
legally consistent with historic precedent.

SYIE, YRd $T 1974 B YT WHT BT TSR HAT TP ol UT dich ClagTRa® forara
F AFIAR BT U F WG 41

e The UNCLOS (Article 123) encourages cooperation in semi-enclosed seas such as the
Palk Bay and Gulf of Mannar, where joint resource management is mandatory.

UNCLOS ( 123)%@%%%@@%%%%%6&@@13@“@
Wed Bl &, oIgT Tgad W1 YaUe SifHard g

e Models exist such as the Baltic Sea Fisheries Convention, where Latvia, Poland, and the
EU share quotas to conserve resources.

Hisd Hivg ¢ oY aTfeed W frRRIS $-43M, S8 arafadr, tids 3R EU SH1eel &
&1 F fore Hier |rem #ed 7
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India and Sri Lanka could implement similar frameworks:
R 3R SicidT THH gid &I AL R Thd o
o Equitable quotas for fishing days and catch
TSl uhe & feAl 3R uws & fore <ura™ia #er
o Ajoint research station on Katchatheevu for marine biologists to monitor
resources and suggest sustainable practices
HETAg A TP Y ST H% g1 AT Safagrt JaneHt o1 FRE B 3R
feepra; yuret o1 geia ¢
o Promotion of deep-sea fishing in India’s 200-nautical-mile EEZ, reducing
pressure on near-shore waters and lessening illegal crossings

HRA & 200-ATcHd-Hid EEZ H SHu-ft A5l UHsA I 9e1daT &A1, I UM R
AT HH HAT 3R AY YRIH TSTAT

Toward Good Neighbourhood Policy
3= gg i Hifd @t 3R

India’s regional leadership is shaped by geography, cultural and civilisational ties,
especially with Sri Lanka.

YRd &1 1T Ag@ Yid, Fipfad 3R JWanrTd Jae gRT 3THR forar S €, favy wu 3
ST & Ty |

Disputes must be addressed without populist rhetoric but through quiet cooperation, legal
recognition, and shared livelihood security.
faarel & S saraTS & 51, Sfew qid TN, ST AT $NR AT STSHfaeT
FRET & HIeH Y A1 gl
The way forward involves multiple levels:
3T BT IR Fs TR TR M B:

o Government-to-government talks, retaining trust and treaty obligations
WPHR-V-TIGR aTdl, U1 3R | SR 718 381

o State/Provincial engagement, involving Tamil Nadu, Sri Lanka’s Northern
Provincial Council, and community dialogue, encouraging people-to-people
empathy
Isamid Bt HEfier, S aftrearg, dieer 9t s vidta ulug ok argeiRe
HaTE TS B, S Sl S St FETIH &) 911 a1 8

If handled prudently, the Katchatheevu and Palk Straits issues can become symbols of
cooperation rather than conflict.

I WaYFYdes TUTET ST, df HErY MR UTed Red & Ye, JuY & I GgahT & Udid
CERGE]

India and Sri Lanka share maritime boundaries, centuries of cultural, religious, and
kinship ties.

YRd SR fieiert Tt Wane, afeal wm wiepfae, aifife ik vaa daef o 92 a=d g
The fisheries issue requires fairness to both communities, prioritising artisanal livelihoods
and ecological sustainability.

HO U BT eI <1 SHarl & g aragef g1 ey, forad gwafre smefifasT ok
gTifRUfa® fRURaT &1 wufiiewar &t sl
The Katchatheevu issue is legally settled and should no longer cloud the real problem of
managing resources.

PG BT eI DI ©U A A 3T 8 3R 3fd S TATYT & YU Bt SRl JHRT Bl
8! Toh AR
By adopting a collaborative fisheries regime, investing in deep-sea alternatives, and
respecting historical legal agreements, fishers of Tamil Nadu and Northern Sri Lanka
could move from confrontation to cooperation.

Al UHg B YOIt ST, SU-Ht fawedl § fFawr #vd ok efasiRie
P TUSG! BT T Hdb, afia-rg iR STt ST F Tgam aud A JgaiT &
3R 96 9Hd g
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Panchsheel Policy

* The Panchsheel Agreement (Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence) refers to the
framework signed between India and China in April 1954.

« It has since served as a cornerstone of India’s foreign policy, guiding relations with
neighbours and shaping India’s image as a peace-oriented, non-aligned nation.

 Context: Post-independence, India sought peaceful coexistence with neighbours and
newly decolonised nations.

* India—China Agreement (1954): Signed on 29 April 1954 in Beijing, as part of the
agreement on Tibet and trade between India and Tibet Region of China.

* Leaders Involved: Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru (India) and Premier Zhou Enlai
(China).

» Adopted later at Bandung Conference (1955) by Afro-Asian nations and recognised by
the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) and United Nations.

Five Principles of Panchsheel

Mutual respect for each other’s territorial integrity and sovereignty
Mutual non-aggression

Mutual non-interference in each other’s internal affairs

Equality and mutual benefit

Peaceful coexistence

Nk W=

Significance in India’s Foreign Policy

* Foundation of NAM: Panchsheel deeply influenced the Non-Aligned Movement
(1961), reflecting India’s commitment to strategic autonomy.

» Peaceful Global Image: Enhanced India’s credibility as a country advocating peace,
cooperation, and non-violence in international relations.

* Neighbourhood Diplomacy: Applied in India’s bilateral relations with Asian and
African countries, emphasizing sovereignty and non-interference.

* UN Relevance: Principles resonate with the UN Charter (1945), particularly
sovereignty and peaceful dispute settlement.

Limitations and Criticism

» China’s Violation: Despite Panchsheel, China’s aggression in 1962 undermined its
credibility, raising questions about realism in foreign policy.

* Idealism vs. Realpolitik: Critics argue Nehru’s reliance on Panchsheel was over-
idealistic, ignoring power politics and strategic preparedness.

* Selective Application: While India promoted Panchsheel, practical compulsions (e.g.,
interventions in Bangladesh 1971, Sri Lanka IPKF 1987) showed deviations.
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Gener:;ltlI oggl rage

Violent nihilism following crackdown
threatens democracy in Nepal
T he upheaval that swept Nepal on Tues-

day, with protesters torching Parliament,
the Supreme Court, political residences,
and media offices while releasing prisoners, can-
not be dismissed as a natural reaction to the pre-
vious day’s crackdown that killed 19 young de-
monstrators. These actions, following Prime
Minister K.P. Oli’s resignation, reveal a violent ni-
hilism that threatens to undo Nepal’s hard-won
democratic gains. The “Gen Z protests” were
born out of frustration with Nepal’s chronic polit-
ical dysfunction. Less than two decades after the
triumphant “Jan Andolan II” of 2005 overthrew
absolute monarchy and promised a “Naya Ne-
pal”, the political establishment has delivered on-
ly instability and self-serving governance. Since
the 1990s, Nepal has cycled through 13 heads of
government across 30 tenures. The leaders of the
mainstream Nepali Congress, CPN-UML, and
CPN-Maoist Centre have prioritised unethical al-
liances over electoral mandates. Leaders such as
K.P. Oli and Sher Bahadur Deuba showed little in-
clination in supporting Jan Andolan II and the
Constituent Assembly process in the 2000s,
while Maoist leader Pushpa Kamal Dahal has
prioritised staying in power. The consequences
are stark: the economy banks on remittances,
leading to significant youth out-migration, soar-
ing unemployment, and failure of diversification
in a country that the UN calls “least developed”.
The disillusionment resulting from an entire
generation growing up watching its country’s po-
tential squandered has now birthed new political
forces. They include the Rashtriya Swatantra Par-
ty and independents such as Kathmandu Mayor
Balendra Shah, reflecting a genuine public hun-
ger for alternatives. However, some positions as-
sumed by these new voices raise concerns. Mr.
Shah’s call to dissolve the elected Parliament,
rather than for a caretaker government, leading
to elections, suggests either democratic immatur-
ity or, more dangerously, a willingness to aban-
don democratic norms. Bangladesh’s recent
upheaval, which led to democratic backsliding,
offers a cautionary tale. Nepal must not mistake
the destruction of state and civil society institu-
tions to be democratic renewal. The crisis de-
mands stabilisation and long-term constitutional
reform that fulfil the promises made before the
Constituent Assembly process, but which were
diluted by the time the Constitution was written.
A presidential system with direct elections and
accountable to an elected Parliament could break
the cycle of instability. But constitutional reform
means nothing without immediate peace. The
Nepali Army must step forward to create space
for civilian democratic actors to reassert control
and chart reform. The alternative — allowing vio-
lent nihilism to masquerade as democratic rene-
wal — risks destroying the very foundations upon
which any “Naya Nepal” must be built.

o In the long arc of diplomacy, smaller disputes must not
overshadow the larger vision: peace, prosperity, and mutual
respect in South Asia.
P 9 R ¥, Bie faarel &1 férr ek § wifa, ¥qfe
yft T & 93 e ¥HI0T &1 guifad e wAn Al

Generational rage

Weha iy

. Violent nihilism following crackdown threatens democracy
in Nepal.

Fs HGH & 916 30T [eHP [ARTETG - AuTd § APpad HI Tk
# s fear gl

Nepal Rolitical Upheaval
T YIS IYd-gUd

. The upheaval that swept Nepal on Tuesday, with
protesters torching Parliament, the Supreme Court, political
residences, and media offices while releasing prisoners,
cannot be dismissed as a natural reaction to the previous day’s
crackdown that killed 19 young demonstrators.
TIAAR &1 01d § 3718 IYd-gYd, o eRFeial 3 6de,
BId, IiTa® AT R HfEar sratayl & omr &g
Fieal o1 feer v, &1 s o7 guamA, s 19 gar
UERFPRI AR T, B Wpidd Ufdfshdl & U H ToRa3iarel Ta!
[CRISIRSEIL
° These actions, following Prime Minister K.P. Oli’s
resignation reveals a violent nihilism that threatens to undo
Nepal’'s hard-won democratic gains.
Y HRARAT FUTAHAT &. 0. 3fielt & SHI® & 9Ig gs, o 4uid &
Hf$AE A IR fpu T AFaife arul & @aR § Seq ard
s fRYware & gxifdt 51
o The “Gen Z protests” were born out of frustration with
Nepal’s chronic political dysfunction.
“SRRM Z YR AU B i pifere Ieifas fawaar 3 Oar
g3 fART=m %7 ufeom €
. Less than two decades after the triumphant “Jan Andolan
II” of 2005 overthrew absolute monarchy and promised a “Naya
Nepal”, the political establishment has delivered only instability
and self-serving governance.

2005 & o} “S19 Sfiga= 11" & T & D! & Hiar, o™
quf SRS &1 IWTS Wbt SR “4T AUTS” HT a1l fhaT, Isifad
AR A Pad fRRET 3R w@rdf T fear B

. Since the 1990s, Nepal has cycled through 13 heads of
government across 30 tenures.

1990 & TR® F AUTA 7 13 YUTHHEAHE & 30 FRIGTAl & HIegH
oA fpar g1

. Leaders of mainstream Nepali Congress, CPN-UML, and
CPN-Maoist Centre have prioritised unethical alliances over
electoral mandates.

TRIYRT F Al AUTelt SR, CPN-UML 3R CPN-AT3fard) s 3
AT ST & TWTT 3D TSaeHl & wufiewar i
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Leaders such as K.P. Oli and Sher Bahadur Deuba showed little inclination in supporting
Jan Andolan Il and the Constituent Assembly process in the 2000s, while Maoist leader
Pushpa Kamal Dahal has prioritised staying in power.
.41, 3ieft 3R DR TETgR T3 S arait 4 2000 F <2H H O SHiera Il 3R T JHT
UihaT &1 T I3 T oY i GWs, Jafe ATeNard! a1 Yo HHd ggTd - Ia1 § o+ Xg1
PIiEE e KAl
The consequences are stark: the economy banks on remittances, leading to significant
youth out-migration, soaring unemployment, and failure of diversification in a country
that the UN calls “least developed”.
gfRomy T §: sifogawy e R AR B, o gat varH, SR # 3o, SR
fafadfiezor & fawear g ¢, T T 1 o wgad Ay “srcaed fasRia” sl &
The disillusionment resulting from an entire generation growing up watching its country’s
potential squandered has now birthed new political forces.
R UH GG & S0 S/ HT GUGISH & TG gd o8- I U1 53 FHRT=IT 7 3 T8 Ie-ifad
i ol o fear B
They include the Rashtriya Swatantra Party and independents such as Kathmandu Mayor
Balendra Shah, reflecting a genuine public hunger for alternatives.

<79 T ¥ WIET SR T SR S & AR STl TE A &,
ARAfaP Sd1 B Ipfeus fameal # 1y & <wid g
However, some positions assumed by these new voices raise concerns.
BTP, 3 7S SMaTS §RT SUAIY MY o RATAY i a1 e 2
Mr. Shah'’s call to dissolve the elected Parliament, rather than for a caretaker government
leading to elections, suggests either democratic immaturity or, more dangerously, a
willingness to abandon democratic norms.
ot =MTE &1 giigT TG DI UIT B FT AGH, T 9D [ WP IXPR G DI 3R A
ST, RIfdT € a1 oY e it SaNuear a1, 3R 1% W16, adbdid AFds! o Bl
Akl
Bangladesh’s recent upheaval, which led to democratic backsliding, offers a cautionary
tale.

BIFORT TATSRT B SYA-YU, R ABdiiAD &R HI o a1, T rauTgof St
TR el B

Nepal must not mistake the destruction of state and civil society institutions to be
democratic renewal.

AUTE B I 3R ARTRS FHTS TRAT3MT F A7 B! APpdife Td-ewor gugm o et
a1 B ANy
The crisis demands stabilisation and long-term constitutional reform that fulfill the

promises made before the Constituent Assembly process, but which were diluted by the
time the Constitution was written.

29 e o fRASRT 3R Srfwifers Taur=e UR o1 srawadsdr § St Wfaem qur
ufehar & g fT T argl & R Y, Afd off GiquT foRd oI 9% SHwiR 81 T4 Y|

A presidential system with direct elections and accountable to an elected Parliament
could break the cycle of instabilit

|
W& gATd] arer Igufa yomet &%?qﬁmm%mmaﬁﬁam%ﬁwﬁ
SISISIRE I
But constitutional reform means nothing without immediate peace.
Afp Gaene JUR o Tepra wifd & oo W T 71
The Nepali Army must step forward to create space for civilian democratic actors to
reassert control and chart reform.

AUTe! AT HY 3T Fea Fafafera Atwaifie sifimarst & fore se a9 =nfee arfe @
faor AR @ RIfd o 9 IR YUR ST fe=n g = 9 |

The alternative — allowing violent nihilism to masquerade as democratic renewal — risks
destroying the very foundations upon which any “Naya Nepal” must be built.

fawer — fEue fFRdwarg & Siwdite TdHeo & U § 37 0 9aM A1 — 37
TAYA YR B! I8 B BT Siad g, o W I ot “7ar Aura” 51 1|
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A joint and new journey along the SCO pathway

L ast week, [ was privileged to welcome

Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Tianjin,

China, for the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) Summit, and attend the
meeting between China’s President Xi Jinping and
Mr. Modi. This is a summit of solidarity and
friendship. After 24 years of development, the
SCO has grown into the world’s largest regional
organisation. The SCO Tianjin Summit has been
the largest since the organisation’s establishment.
Leaders or the representatives of 23 countries,
Mr. Modi included, and 10 heads of international
organisations gathered to renew friendship,
explore cooperation, seek common
development, and advance the SCO into a new
stage of high-quality development.

A high-yielding summit

There were fruitful outcomes. The Tianjin
Declaration announced the establishment of
“four security centres”, including the SCO
Universal Center for Countering Security
Challenges and Threats and the SCO Anti-drug
Center, and decided to set up the SCO
Development Bank. Member-states of the SCO
issued statements which expressed a fair stance
in support of the multilateral trading system, and
a just voice for defending the achievements of the
victory in the Second World War.

This was a summit that focused on
development. The leaders adopted the SCO’s
development strategy for the next decade.
Against this backdrop, Mr. Xi announced that
China would establish three major platforms for
China-SCO cooperation in energy, green industry,
and the digital economy, and set up three major
cooperation centres for scientific and
technological innovation, higher education and
also vocational and technical education. These
initiatives are open to all member-states,
providing the organisation with new
opportunities and empowering the region’s
sustainable development.

It was a summit leading global governance. In
response to the governance deficit facing today’s

e
~
fah
Xu Feihong

is China’s
Ambassador to India

China stands
ready to work
with India in
enhancing
cooperation
under the
framework of
the Shanghai
Cooperation
Organisation
(SCO)

world, Mr. Xi put forth the Global Governance
Initiative, calling for adhering to sovereign
equality, abiding by international rule of law,
practising multilateralism, advocating a
people-centered approach, and focusing on
taking real actions, which became the biggest
highlight of this summit.

Since joining the SCO in 2017, India has played
an important role in advancing the SCO’s
development. China deeply appreciates Mr.
Modi’s and India’s full support for China’s SCO
presidency. China stands ready to work with
India to enhance cooperation under the
framework of SCO in various areas such as
security, financing, energy, green industry and
the digital economy, to better improve the
well-being of their people.

The diamond jubilee of ties

This year marks the 75th anniversary of
China-India diplomatic ties. In Tianjin, Mr. Xi and
Mr. Modi reached new, important and common
understandings on growing China-India relations
further. Mr. Xi pointed out that it should be the
right choice for China and India to be
good-neighbourly friends and partners who help
each other succeed, and have the dragon and the
elephant dance together. Mr. Modi also stated
that India and China are partners, not rivals.
Their consensus far outweighs their
disagreement. India is ready to view and develop
the bilateral ties from a long-term perspective.

We should uphold the important and common
understandings reached by the two leaders as
guidance, and push bilateral relations forward for
more practical progress.

First, we should further consolidate strategic
mutual trust. We should earnestly draw the
lessons from the past 75 years, strengthen correct
strategic perception, explore right ways for
neighbouring major countries to get along with
each other, which are characterised by mutual
respect and trust, peaceful coexistence, pursuit
of common development, and win-win
cooperation, and gradually resume various

mechanisms for dialogue and exchange between
the two governments.

Second, we should further expand exchanges
and cooperation. We should focus on
development, which is the biggest common
denominator of the two countries, and promote
mutual support and success, and better facilitate
trade and investment flows. The Chinese side is
ready to strengthen cooperation with the Indian
side in technology, education, culture, tourism
and poverty alleviation, and promote exchanges
and communications between political parties,
think-tanks, media and the youth, so as to expand
the convergence of interests and promote
people-to-people bonds.

Third, we should further enhance
good-neighbourliness and friendship. We should
continue to uphold the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence initiated by the older generation of
Chinese and Indian leaders, truly respect each
other’s core interests and major concerns, and
combine our strength to maintain peace and
tranquillity in the border areas. We should not
allow the boundary question that was left over
from the past to define current China-India
relations, nor let specific differences affect
bilateral cooperation, so as to ensure the sound
and stable development of China-India relations.

The road ahead

As the world’s two most populous major
developing countries and important members of
the Global South, China and India share common
interests in pursuing development and
revitalisation, maintaining world peace and
stability, and promoting global governance. India
and China will successively assume the BRICS
presidency in the next two years. China stands
ready to work with India to support each other’s
presidency, deepen and strengthen greater BRICS
cooperation, jointly implement the Global
Governance Initiative, resolutely oppose bullying
and hegemony, defend international fairness and
justice, and join hands to build a community with
a shared future for humanity.

A Joint and New Journey along the SCO Pathway
SCO U R TS Hgad 3R 713 ATl

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Summit
e (Sco) RraR

o Last week, | was privileged to welcome Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Tianjin, China, for
the SCO Summit, and attend the meeting between China’s President Xi Jinping and Mr.

Modi.

e Twrg, 93 g8 T e i 39 g TR 9@l &1 fasmafom, fi9 8 sco Rrar
A & g wWnTd fobar iR 99 & wrguafer 2t fomfi siik #1d) it ot do & 2nfie gen

e This is a summit of solidarity and friendship.

Ig Tdhgedr 3R fsrar &1 Ry a@eH |
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After 24 years of development, the SCO has grown into the world’s largest regional
organisation.

249Ut & 4™ & 918, sco fay &1 I 981 &t Wired s° T 5|

The SCO Tianjin Summit has been the largest since the organisation’s establishment.
sco fasmfim Rrer T/a TTe- Bt RITAT & dic 3 a9 9871381 8

Leaders or representatives of 23 countries, including Mr. Modi, and 10 heads of
international organisations gathered to renew friendship, explore cooperation, seek
common development, and advance the SCO into a new stage of high-quality
development.

23 ¢=1 & a1 1 ufafAfe, o widt off +ff 2nfire 8, ok 10 sieRfgia wret & wqw@ A foera
B! AdIPd HA, WA B Wi, I AT HA SR SCO & I Ui a1dl fasrT &
AT WU H q 9N & U 6@ Bt

A High-Yielding Summit
IUSITS, RRaR gWeH

There were fruitful outcomes.

9% e gfvomd gu

The Tianjin Declaration announced the establishment of “four security centres”, including
the SCO Universal Center for Countering Security Challenges and Threats and the SCO
Anti-drug Center, and decided to set up the SCO Development Bank.

faemIio™ Tivon & “arR GR&T HEI” B VIO B GIN0N S TS, oRH sCo giadd dex
PR Hrcir RIeid aad Us g 3R SCo TdH-g dex i §, 3ik sco fawm
% wifid s &1 fFAofg ferar

Member-states of the SCO issued statements expressing a fair stance in support of the
multilateral trading system, and a just voice for defending the achievements of the
victory in the Second World War.

SCO & e o0 3 7 WX} e, oo sguefta samur vomedt & wwdq & frwrer v ok
fadia fay g # faora ot SuafRmal @1 & & fore <amaguf smars e &1

This was a summit that focused on development. The leaders adopted the SCO’s
development strategy for the next decade.

g Uoh U1 FRIRER I T off faeTe R dbfad uT1 Ad1afi 7 orTdd a=1e6 & forw sco & fawm
U &1 SU-RI

Against this backdrop, Mr. Xi announced that China would establish three major platforms
for China-SCO cooperation in energy, green industry, and the digital economy, and set
up three major cooperation centres for scientific and technological innovation, higher
education, and vocational and technical education.

= ggy A, 5t 2 Y S ) b A A TR WewTd wie S 9H-SCo FEanT
f%nzwrf gh?ra@waﬁ?%%lmarﬂmmnﬁ IR &= AN b WITT Ham
TS 3R aH-tat TR, I e, iR ATTHRS 3R oot Rren & o)

These initiatives are open to all member-states, providing the organisation with new
opportunities and empowering the region’s sustainable development.

Y ugel Yt Tewg 3T & fore geft §, 1o ) T 3@aWR U Bl © 3R & & Had
e &) T=red Tl §

It was a summit leading global governance.

75 AfY® A FT A B I FRRIR TT 7|

In response to the governance deficit facing today’s world, Mr. Xi put forth the Global
Governance Initiative, calling for adhering to sovereign equality, abiding by
international rule of law, practising multilateralism, advocating a people-centered
approach, and focusing on taking real actions, which became the biggest highlight of
this summit.

31T Bt g1 H T U1e & Sare H, off 3 3 s e uge vRgd &1, S |uy quarn
BT UTeH, RIETI ST T Y, TgUEATE DT N, FdT-Piod SIPHIV B gebTerd,
sﬁ?%mﬁa?ao‘m‘fu'\rwﬂ%@amwﬁaw S 39 RReR 9T &1 aad 981 fazivar
CERIE]
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Since joining the SCO in 2017, India has played an important role in advancing the SCO’s
development.

é{(ﬂé%SCOﬁW@ﬁ%W@, YRd 3 SCO ¥ faw™y 1 3 9g™ | Agayul Yfire
I

China deeply appreciates Mr. Modi’s and India’s full support for China’s SCO presidency.
o ot el 3R URA & qof ad 31 TERTS ¥ WG BT § T B SCO Sremerdr & |

China stands ready to work with India to enhance cooperation under the framework of
SCO in various areas such as security, financing, energy, green industry, and the digital
economy, to better improve the well-being of their people.

= HRA & 1Y HTH B & AU dIR 8, SCO & & & dgd JguRT 9gH & forg fafta &=t o
S gRe, famraton, S, gfea Sei ok feforea srdarawi, @ifes 397 @t &1 wearor
fRufa &1 Sgar a9 S 9o |

The Diamond Jubilee of Ties

Tae B STYHS T

2025 mgrks the 75th annivers?ry pf Chinq-lndig diplomatic ties.
2025 ¥ 999-YRd Fe-ifae daut @1 7541 afmie g

In Tianjin, Mr. Xi and Mr. Modi reached important and common understandings to further
China-India relations.

faamafea 3, ot =ft ok ft MY 3 weayuf SAv aTsn wHE U @ aifes FH-URa Heel &
R ST o G|

Mr. Xi emphasized being good-neighborly friends and partners, where the dragon and the
elephant dance together.

oft =ft 3 3red TSRt iy SiR WEIER ¥ R oK fean, Sgt 99 8RR g1l v Wy g wY
Mr. Modi stated India and China are partners, not rivals, and their consensus outweighs
disagreement.

it M A F1 5 URA 3R 1 ASIER 7, wlagdt A, ok St wewla sRigwfa & oife
HE@ @l g

India is ready to develop bilateral ties from a long-term perspective and uphold common
understandings as guidance.

YRd aY-ueha Tae & Srdariere TR I e o iR aren wwsh & arfex= &
U H §1E 38 & oIt TR g

Learn from the past 75 years, strengthen strategic perception, and explore ways for major
neighbouring countries to coexist with mutual respect, peaceful coexistence, common
development, and win-win cooperation.

o 75 qut 3 ¥ o, Forifae @i Teeg 33, SR T it 3= & o9 ot
T, ifd ot "g-srfaa, |rsn faem, ﬁ?ﬁﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂ%ﬂﬂaﬁmww|
Gradually resume mechanisms for dialogue and exchange between governments.

BRI & d1d HaTg 3R ATGH-Y&M & a7 I IR-R g: /= B

Expand Exchanges and Cooperation

Cdl

Focus on development, the biggest common denominator, to promote mutual support
and success and facilitate trade and investment flows.

faPR IR &g 2, o 9o 97 TS YR ¢, 1 S 0T 3R Awardr ! serar fira
3R AR 3R fa=r yarg g gl

China is ready to cooperate with India in technology, education, culture, tourism, and
poverty alleviation, and promote exchanges among political parties, think-tanks, media,
and youth.

o YR & 1Y Menfiret, Rien, Gwpfa, weq, ik TRid 37@ & 9gai 1 iR
oo gal, Riw-da, Wifsan, ok gar & §i9 srem-ueH &I 9ga1 37 & e R 3|
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Enhance Good-Neighbourliness and Friendship

S USRI HeY 3R et &) gern

Uphold the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence initiated by earlier Chinese and Indian
leaders, respect each other’s core interests and major concerns, and maintain peace in
border areas.

Ugd & F1 SR WIRA A3t gR1 = by 1T¢ wrifarquf w-3ifaa & uiw Rigial &1 51w
T, Uoh-gwR & ga feal ok g ferarsit o1 v &, 3R AT &= o =rifa s I |

Do not let boundary issues or specific differences define current relations or affect
bilateral cooperation.

o waeh gey o1 fafkw gavel & adam Jet o aiumid o a1 QY-uefiy JganT o
qUIFId 3 Pt 3rgHfa 7 S|

The Road Ahead
3 &7 ANt

As the world’s two most populous major developing countries and key members of the
Global South, China and India share common interests in development, revitalisation,
world peace, stability, and global governance.

ST & 3 Iad Siftres e a1e u fasTesita 3 ofk Wied 91y & TE Ie ™

?Wf{', 9 3R uRa & Tr3n fRd § faera, gaewi, fay wnifa, fRRer, ok 3fye e
I

India and China will assume the BRICS presidency successively in the next two years.

AT &I 9N § YR 3R 99 HURN: BRICS A&l U501 H¥ |

China is ready to work with India to support each other’s presidency, deepen BRICS

cooperation, implement the Global Governance Initiative, oppose bullying and

hegemony, defend international fairness and justice, and build a community with a

shared future for humanity.

AT URT & I HTH R 3R Th-gaR Bt ST BT THA, BRICS TEINT B TERT
BT, TATS A 3ARIERT & A BT, yafeal iR gy &1 favty, o B
3R Fregerar @1 &, 3R AFaar & e |rEm yiasy arer e 99 & il dOR B
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Political instability, economic difficulties behind Nepal's rage

Nepal is the most unstable democracy and has the fourth highest remittance-dependency

| DATA POINT I

Vignesh Radhakrishnan
Srinivasan Ramani

he “Gen Z” protests in Ne-
T pal that began as a move-

ment against the ban on
social media outlets and corrup-
tion on Monday, took a violent
turn the next day, with attacks on
all institutions. The proximate rea-
sons apart, political instability —
marked by frequent changes in go-
vernment and unethical alliances
— has kept Nepal’s stark societal in-
equalities intact, especially among
youth who are forced to emigrate
due to soaring unemployment.
This should explain their angry
protests.

When Khadga Prasad Oli - he
has since resigned -- formed a new
government in 2024, it marked the
30th change in leadership in Nepal
ever since it became an elected de-
mocracy in 1990. Despite transi-
tioning from constitutional monar-
chy (1990-2008) to becoming a
constitutional republic (2008 on-
wards), no Prime Minister has ever
completed a full term.

Data show that Nepal tops the
world in government tenures since
1990. Excluding countries such as
San Marino, Bosnia-Herzegovina
and Switzerland, where frequent
leadership changes are legally
mandated, Nepal leads with 25
completed tenures since 1990-
each lasting on average just a year
and two months (Table 1).

These frequent changes have
undermined the promise of stable,
democratic, federal governance as
envisioned by Nepal’s two Jan An-
dolans (1989-90 and 2005-2008).
Political instability has also meant
that long-standing inequalities —
between rich and poor, rural and
urban, educated and less-educat-
ed — remain entrenched. These di-
vides are most pronounced among
youth, the main cohort that led the
demonstrations against political
elites in protests described as “Gen
Z vs Nepo kids”.

Nepal’s overall unemployment
rate stood at 12.5% in 2022-23, but
the burden falls disproportionate-
ly on the young. Among those
aged 1524, unemployment
reached 22.7%, compared to 11.5%
in the 25-44 group and 7.5% among
those aged 45-64 (Chart 2).

Inequality cuts across multiple
dimensions. Some 17.2% of indivi-
duals from the poorest households
were unemployed, as against 8.5%
from the richest. Education
creates stark differences: unem-
ployment stands at 18.1% among
those with only basic schooling,
compared to just 6.3% among ba-
chelor’s degree holders. Geogra-
phy adds another layer — while
Kathmandu valley records the low-
est rate at 7.6%, unemployment ex-
ceeds 20% in many rural regions.

Critically, labour force partici-
pation itself is much lower among
poor, rural, and less-educated
populations. Among the relatively
fewer in these groups who enter
the labour market, a higher share
cannot find work. This creates a
double disadvantage — not only
are they unable to find employ-
ment, but many are not even ac-
tively seeking it due to lack of rele-
vant opportunities.

This has pushed many, especial-
ly from disadvantaged groups, to
seek work abroad. About one in
four males in Nepal is absent from
home, with a significant share liv-
ing outside the country. The pro-
portion of female-headed house-
holds has increased dramatically
from just 13.6% in 1995-96 to 37.1%
in 2022-23, reinforcing this pattern
of male out-migration.

Absenteeism is starkest in rural
areas and among youth. About
20% of the rural population is ab-
sent from home, compared with
just 8.7% in the Kathmandu valley.
More than half of male absentees
(56%) are aged 1529 years — the
same group recording the highest
unemployment rate. Those who
leave Nepal to work abroad have
become a major income source for
families and the nation. The share
of households receiving remittanc-

es has risen sharply from 23.4% in
199596 to 76.8% in 202223.
Among such households, remit-
tances now account for over 33%
of total income, up from 26.6% in
1995-96 (Chart 3).

More significantly, remittances
increasingly originate from out-
side Nepal. In 2022-23, nearly 50%
came from countries other than
India, about 20% from India, and
the rest from internal migrants. In
contrast, in 1995-96, 44.7% came
from within Nepal and 33% from
India. This shift highlights both the
growing exodus of Nepali workers
and diversification of destinations
beyond India. Current remittance
sources show that Qatar (10%),
Saudi Arabia (9%), Malaysia
(8.6%), and the UAE (7.1%) are the
most preferred non-Indian desti-
nations for Nepali workers.

Personal remittances have
surged from just 1% of Nepal's GDP
in 1990 to over 33% in 2024. By this
measure, Nepal ranks as the
world’s fourth most remittance-
dependent country. Notably, this
figure covers only cross-border
remittances.

These statistics show precisely
why Nepal's youth had taken to
the streets with such fury, even if
the violent upheaval that followed
the Gen Z's protests the next day
deserves a closer look at who insti-
gated the arson and vandalism
that targeted Parliament, the Su-
preme Court and other institu-
tions.

In sum, Nepal has achieved the
world’s highest level of political in-
stability while simultaneously be-
coming the world’s fourth most-re-
mittance-dependent  economy.
These two facts seen together sug-
gest that political instability has re-
sulted in the lack of economic pol-
icies to diversify Nepal's economy
and provide jobs, forcing citizens
to seek jobs abroad. Which goes on
to explain why there is severe an-
ger against the political system
that came into being after two
massive civil and political society
mobilisations in 1990 and 2005.

With inputs from Godhashri S.

Fire in the mountains

The data for the charts were sourced from the National Statistics Office of Nepal
and the Rulers, Elections and Irregular Governance dataset

Truuble at the top: Protesters climbing the main gate of the Prime Minister's
office during the anti-government protests in Kathmandu, Nepal. PTI

Country | Tenures | Average tenure (months)

Table 1: Countries with the
highest number of tenures their
heads of governments have had
between 1990 and August 2021

*The data excludes two tenures

of direct rule by former King

Gyanendra.

Countries where frequent

leadership changes are legally

mandated are excluded

Nepal 25* 13.7
Vanuatu 22 15.6
Bulgaria 17 21.8
Nauru 17 16.8
Moldova 16 228
Japan 15 23.1

Chart 2: Nepal's age-wise unempleyment rate in 2022-23 (in %)
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Chart 2: Share of households receiving remittances and the share of remittances
in the total income of recipient households in Nepal
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Political instability and economic difficulties in Nepal

Aure A Ireifae SRR 3R enfde wfersar

¢ Nepal is the most unstable democracy and has the fourth highest remittance-
dependency.

AUTA Ted SRR dipdd § 3R 399 T R ARar & ama § 9idr 998 S R B
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“Gen Z” Protests in Nepal

AuTd § “S R 27 ARy

e The “Gen Z” protests in Nepal began as a movement against the ban on social media
outlets and corruption on Monday, and took a violent turn the next day with attacks on all
institutions.

AuTe ® “ST R 27 faRty QHaR &) \iwre Wifew w® ufady ok usER & as =
g3, 3R oFTal o1 U8 fdae s o for, o waft wwum= w9t gul

o Political instability — marked by frequent changes in government and unethical alliances
— has kept Nepal’s stark societal inequalities intact, especially among youth who are
forced to emigrate due to soaring unemployment.
RToifere SRR — forgH SR SRR H 9gaTd 3R SAfa® TadeHl o1 Hobd 8 —
Aurd &1 e A SrEHTarsi B SRHR 4T 3, faRivaR garstt # S gedt et &
PR JaTH H3A F fore aeqz 81

e This explains the angry protests of the youth.

g garsil & TR a1t faRiy &1 I9eman 6|

Nepal’s. Leader§hip Changes
AuTd ¥ Aqa | deara

e When Khadga Prasad Oli formed a new government in 2024 (he has since resigned), it
marked the 30th change in leadership in Nepal since it became an elected democracy in
1990.

S TSI UATG el 7 2024 & 75 WMBR I8 (3011 I1c H SEIGT ¢ f&aT), g Ui & 304t
Aqea uivad= u1 99 ¥ 95 1990 ¥ fatfa dtwda s

o Despite transitioning from constitutional monarchy (1990-2008) to constitutional republic
(2008 onwards) no Prime Minister has ever completed a full term.

TS T (1990-2008) T HAYUTFP TURTSY (2008 onwards) & THHUI & STASS, By
ot gerresht vt @1 SrdeTa 1 781 o umn

o Data show that Nepal tops the world in government tenures since 1990.

3ffdre JdTd § o UTeT 1990 | IRBR $t drddra afyy & g & i w |

e Excluding countries like San Marino, Bosnia-Herzegovina, and Switzerland, where
frequent leadership changes are legally mandated, Nepal leads with 25 completed tenures
since 1990, each Iastln%qn average just a year and two months.

3 281 ) BleFR O Tar-gemfaET, ik fRaceRds, w6l SRR Aqd
URadH BT 0 § $ifEr 2, ﬁumwgoﬁzsqpfmm’r%wwﬁch?% TA® BT 3
i ve e iR St AEA B

e These frequent changes have undermined stable, democratic, federal governance as
envisioned by Nepal’s two Jan Andolans (1989-90 and 2005-2008).
3 IR-IR JGaTal 3 JUTd & & oI 3figierl (1989-90 3R 2005-2008) TRT Hicyd [RIR,
Arpait®, T AT B FASR 61 5

Youth Inequality and Unemployment
qar AT

e Political instability has meant that long-standing inequalities — between rich and poor,
rural and urban, educated and less-educated — remain entrenched.

ﬂﬁﬁw&r@wmw%ﬁsmm Y v 3R e, yrftor R
e, R ok wa-Rifem — o +f o1 ST gL B

e These divides are most pronounced among youth, the main cohort leading the
demonstrations against political elites in protests described as “Gen Z vs Nepo kids”.

3 faure Ta 31t garsit & Wy §, S Ao Aqga & f{ams yeri{ a1 § ok o
“S IR Z T A0 fhga” & =4 # afvfd fasar man g

o Nepal’s overall unemployment rate stood at 12.5% in 2022-23, but the burden falls
disproportionately on the young.
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0T 1 S ARISHTRT & 2022-23 F 12.5% 2, At 36T UR S FU I garsi )
gSdr |

Among those aged 15-24, unemployment reached 22.7%, compared to 11.5% in the 25-44
group and 7.5% among those aged 45-64.

&5-24a§maﬁﬁéﬁwﬁ 22.7% d% Ugd 5, Jad 25-44 94 & TG 11.5% 3R 45-64 a9
7.5% 2|

Inequality cuts across multiple dimensions. 17.2% of individuals from the poorest
households were upe‘mployed, as again.st 8.5% from the richest. _
AT H8 AT § ¢ | I T TR & 17.2% AN RIFR ¥, Tafe gad ok & 78
8.5% HUT|

Education creates stark differences: unemployment stands at 18.1% among those with only
basic schooling, compared to 6.3% among bachelor’s degree holders.

e & WY 3R UG FHRd1 §: Had gi-raral e ara T SRISFIRY 18.1% &, Saids ATad (3
YRS | HId 6.3% 8|

Geography adds another layer: while Kathmandu valley records the lowest rate at 7.6%,
unemployment exceeds 20% in many rural regions.

YA T 3R TR oS dl 8 Sah BIoHTg °rdt H Had &H X 7.6% ¢, s ATHI0r &t o
RISATRY 20% | 3R B

Critically, labour force participation is much lower among poor, rural, and less-educated
populations.

AUl =0 9, o4 wfed ® yrfier) e, smiior o su-Riféa s<en & 9gd 9 3|
Among the relatively few in these groups who enter the labour market, a higher share cannot
find work, creating a double disadvantage — not only unable to find employment, but many
are not even actively seeking it due to lack of relevant opportunities.

37 GE! § S 4 TSR H Ua% o3 8, 398 4 U ST 5T 1 8l T uran, s gt
Srgfaer 9T St 8 — 7 Had 9 ASIR 76l U1 UTd, Sfeh B3 WaTerd awR} Bt Bl P BRI
by TU 9 g Hi 76T W W6 |

Male Out-Migration and Remittances in Nepal

AUTd ® [3Y YA 3R Iwdw

Many, especially from dlsadvantaged groups, are forced to seek work abroad.
T, faRive dfera aEl &, fager # AemR Tiom & fow Ao 1
About one in four males in Nepal is absent from home, with a significant share living
outside the country.
;%w%rﬁanmmﬁww 30 R Jufeyd 8, forad T Heayut i 31 & ameR
I
The proportion of female-headed households has increased from 13.6% in 1995-96 to
37.1% in 2022-23, reflecting the pattern of male out-migration.
tr%mmrﬁtrmmsﬁwwgs 96 T 13.6% T TGPHR 2022-23 H 37.1% & AT, S
Toul & U &1 U euNidl gl
Absenteeism is highest in rural areas and among youth.
T e yretor =t ofR garait &
About 20% of the rural population is absent from home, compared with 8.7% in
Kathmandu valley.
THRTHT 20% ATHHOT a1} 310 BR § SUfRId 7, Safh Prouig g1t § 8.7% &1
More than half of male absentees (56%) are aged 15-29 years, the same group recording
the highest unemployment rate.
SIURYd Goul & ¥ SfUPTR YT (56%) Pt 3G 15-29 94 §, T8 Tg TaH I= RISRI &
Gol HRal g
Those leaving Nepal for work abroad have become a major income source for families and
the nation.
AT BISHR [AGR H HTH P aTet AT URART SR Y & 78 YT 3ma i 59 MW 5|
The share of households receiving remittances has risen from 23.4% in 1995-96 to 76.8%
in 2022-23.
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;ﬁﬁmwﬁaﬁmwm 1995-96 H 23.4% T TGHR 2022-23 § 76.8% B 7T
|

Among such households, remittances account for over 33% of total income, up from
26.6% in 1995-96.

U9 uRkaRt §, AT T 3 BT 33% A 31 §1d &, O 1995-96 H 26.6% T
Remittances increasingly originate from outside Nepal. In 2022-23, nearly 50% came
from countries other than India, about 20% from India, and the rest from internal
migrants.

IS 3q AP AR AUTA & TIER A 3T ¢ | 2022-23 H, TRIHT 50% HR & qTGX & SN 4,
T 20% HRA &, 3R Y fiafved gariel § org |

In 1995-96, 44.7% came from within Nepal and 33% from India.

1995-96 H, 44.7% AUTA & MR F 3R 33% YRA J 3M7S |

This shift highlights the growing exodus of Nepali workers and diversification of
destinations beyond India.

g TCATd AUTell STHIRI & 9¢d AR 3R HRd & 918x Tidedl & fafadieur o a3 |

Current remittance sources show Qatar (10%), Saudi Arabia (9%), Malaysia (8.6%), and
UAE (7.1%) are the most preferred non-Indian destinations.

AT IS W T Ud I € fF HeAR (10%), el 3R (9%), HATRMT (8.6%), 3R JUS
(7.1%) 9S8 TG IR-YRHY TTaaa 5|

Personal remittances have surged from 1% of Nepal’s GDP in 1990 to over 33% in 2024,
making Nepal the world’s fourth most remittance-dependent country.

fFard IS 1990 H AUTH Y GDP PT 1% T IHR 2024 H 33% & 34fUP 81 T8 7, o
Juret gfAaT BT AT I Siftre YR T MR A s AT B

These statistics explain why Nepal’s youth protested with such fury, even if the violent
upheaval following Gen Z protests needs a closer look.

3 3fihs FAId ¢ fob I AUTa & garsit A ga=t sererqu faRty far, vo & s e z el &
TG g3 fE® SYT-qud &1 3R & ¥ 1 US|

Nepal has achieved the world’s highest political instability while also becoming the fourth
most remittance-dependent economy.

AU 7 g B Ja R TeHifae fRRET 51w B 7, Ty € DY qad ¥
IR srfegawyr off 9 M B

Political instability has resulted in a lack of economic policies to diversify Nepal’s
economy and provide jobs, forcing citizens to seek work abroad.

oo SHRRAT & HRUT e Hifaal $t wit g3 & St Aura F) srfarawit w1 fafadhea
TR P 3R AR UM HR T, Forad) TRt &1 fadzr & Aemmr @iem & fg aeqg 8
ggrl

This explains the severe anger against the political system that emerged after two massive
civil and political mobilisations in 1990 and 2005.

g I Aol YUITet & Rt ofie Yy ol JHeaT 8, ST 1990 3R 2005 # &Y 9 ANIR®
3R ISTHIfa® Sfigie=l & a1g IH |
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Why does peace seem SO
elusive to eastern DRC?

Why is the US. interested in entering the region? Why did the ceasefire deal fail?

Anu Maria Joseph

The story so far:

ver the past eight weeks, the
conflict in eastern Democratic
Republic of the Congo (DRC)

has seen two major
developments. On June 27, Rwanda and
the DRC signed a U.S.-brokered peace
agreement in Washington, DC. On July 19,
the Congolese government and M23 rebel
group signed a ceasefire deal in Doha,
mediated by Qatar. However, days after
the U.S.-led peace agreement and Doha
ceasefire, M23 resumed its offensive,
undermining the peace objectives.

‘What happened in the U.S. and Doha?
‘Washington brought the DRC and Rwanda
to sign a peace agreement, committing to
a cessation of hostilities, respect for
territorial integrity, and an end to support
for armed groups, including the M23.
Both signatories agreed to establish a Joint

Security Coordination Mechanism (JSCM)
within 30 days to oversee conflict
settlement and an Economic Integration
Framework within 90 days to promote
licit mineral trade and economic
cooperation. The accord also calls for
disengagement, disarmament, and
conditional integration of armed groups
into the Congolese forces. For the DRC,
the U.S. entry meant an end to illicit
mineral trade; security assistance; and
U.S. investment. Rwanda has been
accused by the UN and other Western
countries of supporting the M23 rebels.
The international pressure left Rwanda
with no option but to sign the agreement.
Doha mediated directly between the

DRC and the non-state armed group, M23.

The DRC and M23 rebels signed a
Declaration of Principles, agreeing to an
immediate ceasefire and commitment to
reach a comprehensive peace agreement
by August 18. The M23 promised to
withdraw from the regions it seized, and

the DRC agreed to release M23 prisoners.

What are the interests of the U.S.?
For the U.S, the deal would give them
access to the DRC’s $24 trillion worth of
critical mineral reserves. The country
possesses 70% of global cobalt reserves,
making it the world’s largest producer.
The region is also popular for its coltan,
copper, diamond, gold and tin reserves.
Further, U.S. entry into the region would
mean an end to Chinese companies’
monopoly in the DRC’s mineral sector.

Did the peace agreement last?

The Doha ceasefire did not hold for long.
M23 continued its offensives in North and
South Kivu provinces. The Human Rights
Watch reported that the group killed
more than 140 people in July. The
ceasefire was violated when M23 and DRC
failed to adhere to the terms of the
agreement. M23 has not withdrawn from
the regions it seized, nor has the DRC

released M23 prisoners.

What does it mean for the conflict?
The U.S’s direct involvement and Qatar’s
mediation with armed groups have
brought hope and opened a gateway
toward trust and a lasting peace in
eastern DRC. Although the ceasefire was
violated, Qatar resumed re-negotiating
with the warring sides on August 26.
However, DRC’s record of previously
failed ceasefires and peace efforts signal
that commitment and compliance from
all actors can never be guaranteed.

Unlike previous peace initiatives, the
U.S.-led peace agreement served the
security, political and economic interests
of the warring parties. The signing of the
agreement conveyed an impression of a
return to peace in the region, which is far
from happening. The conflict in eastern
DRC is rooted in unresolved history
stemming from the Rwandan genocide of
1994, the subsequent Congo wars, and the
tensions between more than a hundred
ethnic armed groups, persisting over
decades. Although the peace agreement
successfully brought Rwanda and DRC to
the bargaining table, the root causes of
the conflict remain unaddressed.
Therefore, for the agreement to succeed,
it requires a comprehensive peace
process and continued efforts.

The author is a Project Associate at the
National Institute of Advanced Studies,
Bangalore.

Why does peace seem so elusive to eastern DRC?

ﬁﬁ&mﬁﬁmﬁmmm‘rmév

Conflict in Eastern Democratiq Republic qf Fhe Congo (DRC)
gdf SHishfew frufe® 3itw ST (DRC) & wud

e Over the past eight weeks, the conflict in eastern DRC has seen two major developments.
s e gwl &, gdf DRC & Tu & qf Agcyuf geATt 53 ¢ |

¢ On June 27, Rwanda and the DRC signed a U.S.-brokered peace agreement in
Washington, DC.
27 9 &1, TaisT 3R DRC A ailRiTe, Dc & 3Af¥eT gRT Aeawyar fu e whifa gwshd «°
BEER U

e On July 19, the Congolese government and M23 rebel group signed a ceasefire deal in
Doha, mediated by Qatar.

19

oS B,

THER o, et AerRydl #dR A &1 |

e However, days after both agreements, M23 resumed its offensive, undermining the peace
objectives.

BT, T gHgdl & PO 81 farl a1, M23 7 3=l gHd Pt FRaTS [ A = oI, vy
i & IET HHGIR gUl

What happened in the U.S. and Doha?
AP 3R g1 & T garr?

e Washington brought DRC and Rwanda to sign a peace agreement, committing to
cessation of hostilities, respect for territorial integrity, and an end to support for armed
groups, including M23.

JIRATE =1 DRC 3R IaTST & Mifd TSN W GER B & fore gamar, foras vrgar Jwre

P, MRS SRASar BT WM, 3R M23 JHd TR JHg!

I fE ol

FHIMRIT IWPR 3R M23 I w9g A a1 & ve gafarma Jugid

BT IAYT THTE B 6T

THE GIST

v

Washington brought the DRC
and Rwanda to sign a peace
agreement, committing to a
cessation of hostilities, respect
for territorial integrity, and an
end to support for armed
groups, including the M23.

v

Doha mediated directly
between the DRC and the
non-state armed group, M23.

v

The U.S.'s direct involvement
and Qatar's mediation with
armed groups have brought
hope and opened a gateway
toward trust and a lasting
peace in eastern DRC.
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Both signatories agreed to establish a Joint Security Coordination Mechanism (JSCM)
within 30 days and an Economic Integration Framework within 90 days to promote licit
mineral trade and economic cooperation.

a1 geft 7 30 & & iR TTe JRa&m GH=ag 9 (JSCM) 3R 90 e & iR snfdfe
w%mﬁmewﬁ,mmmwmmmﬁ
goTal faar o1 b |

The accord also calls for disengagement, disarmament, and conditional integration of
armed groups into Congolese forces.

T & TR THET BT GUFHRT, FARIAB0T, 3R IR aai # IR Thidpwor i oft
CIGKIRIE]

For the DRC, U.S. entry meant an end to illicit mineral trade, security assistance, and
U.S. investment.

DRC & fore, sfvest #t urfierdt &1 Tads o1 sray Wi e saTuR &7 3id, JRET T, 3R
At frasr)

Rwanda has been accused by the UN and other Western countries of supporting M23
rebels.

TQTST R WY MY (UN) 3R 37 it =1 gR1 M23 fagifedt &1 wwda #31 &1 s 8|
The international pressure left Rwanda with no optlon but to S|gn the agreement.
JRTETI Ga1a S PRI IGTST & U HHS UR FHATEGR P aﬁ'gﬁwqﬁW|

Doha mediated directly between DRC and M23, leading to a Declaratlon of Principles,
immediate ceasefire, and commitment to reach comprehensive peace by August 18.

38T 7 WY DRC 3R M23 & g ALYl B, forge gRumAa=y fygial &1 9ivon, dopra
g, ok 18 3R d% TS ifd SN aF UgT &1 ag- 3|

M23 promised to withdraw from seized regions, and DRC agreed to release M23
prisoners.

M23 = ot fpy gu &=t A Tt e &1 areT fasan, 3R DRC A M23 & Hfeal &t et w3
R ggHfd dil

What are the interes?s of the U.S.?
AT & Rd FT 82

The deal would give the U.S. access to DRC’s $24 trillion worth of critical mineral
reserves.

T T § 3AREI S DRC & $24 fera gea & wgwayul Wi HeRY 9% ugd e
DRC possesses 70% of global cobalt reserves, making it the world’s largest producer.
DRC % UT A% HIaTee HSR $T 70% 2, o1l I3 AT T < TST SATEP 1T 2
The region is also rich in coltan, copper, diamond, gold, and tin reserves.

T 8 P, AidT, T, T AR o1 & HeR! & o w5 |

U.S. entry would end Chinese companies’ monopoly in the DRC’s mineral sector.

3T ot HrfieRt DRC & @fAw & # T Sufaal &1 THIfieR o Jue &R i

Did the peace agreement last?

1 Tifa JHEdT few arar?

The Doha ceasefire did not hold for long; M23 continued offensives in North and South
Kivu provinces.

3151 SR o WY a& 8! fod Uran; M23 3 3R 3R gfér feg uidi & god IRt 79|
Human Rights Watch reported that more than 140 people were killed in July.

TgH- Igcd arg A RUid 41 i qarg 7 140 | Sifee a1 7R Q)

Ceasefire was violated as M23 and DRC failed to adhere to agreement terms; M23 has not
withdrawn and DRC has not released prisoners.

SR BT Ieatd gafl Fifs M23 3R DRC = WHSIA St J1dl &1 Urer el fohar; M23 di
HﬁW,GﬁTDRCﬁ%ﬁ'ﬁﬁﬁgTqﬁﬁﬂTl
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What does it mean for the conflict?

Tuy & fore st oar

U.S.’s direct involvement and Qatar’s mediation have brought hope and a gateway
toward trust and lasting peace in eastern DRC.

AN®T F yeaer URTTRY 3R HaR &1 Teawiar  gdf DRC # = 3R fayra  wirh
Mifa &Y 1% Wil 31

Qatar resumed re-negotiating on August 26 after ceasefire violations.

FHAR A 26 T P! TG IedieHl & d1G Y: Fradid = S|

DRC’s history of failed ceasefires and peace efforts signals that commitment from all
actors is not guaranteed.

DRC m%?wmmmmmm%%wu&mm
ﬁleliiia I

Unlike previous initiatives, the U.S.-led peace agreement served security, political, and
economic interests of warring parties.

e Tare & fausia, smf¥eT Aqa ara wifa wwsia 3 gora vl & g, Aeifae iR
i fRal &1 @ fopa

Signing the agreement gave an impression of return to peace, which is far from reality.

TN R BRAIER DR I WY T AT BT U a7 gofl, S ARAFIpeT @ T8 g¥ 3|

The conflict is rooted in Rwandan genocide of 1994, Congo wars, and tensions between
over a hundred ethnic armed groups, persisting for decades.

Tg Yoy 1994 & TAIST TRUER, I g, 3R W | 3iftrep Sty g=ed Iqgt & fa a=ma
Y IEH g3 §, ST x| I SR e

Although Rwanda and DRC reached the bargaining table, the root causes of the conflict
remain unaddressed.

BT YaisT 3R DRC ITadid &1 Hel 0 Ugd, Yoy & & $RT 3§ 1l Jase &1 1|
For the agreement to succeed, it requires a comprehensive peace process and continued
efforts.

THENA B IHd g9 & T, I8 Ty ifd ufshar 3R TR YR &1 3a<aedhdl g

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page39


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488
VIENNA
- UN nuclear watchdog
UN nuclear WEItCFl do.g gayg n,ew says new lran deal covers
Iran deal covers ‘all facilities all facilities’

i MY IRy AR
TRIT BT HEAT © b T

S JHghar g
gfaera &t <fire sar g

. Iran’s new cooperation framework
with the UN nuclear watchdog includes “all
facilities and installations” in the Islamic
republic, the agency’s head said
Wednesday — though Iran said the
agreement itself “does not create access”.
S0 1 71 FEANT Sl HYed Y URHTY

: ) AR ST & 1Y SEATTHS TR &1
Iran’s new cooperation framework with the UN nuclear watchdog «gpaft e i 3R wfrg= @) <ferd e
includes “all facilities and installations” in the Islamic republic, the % Q@?ﬂ > L 3 UAR P! P — TP

agency’s head said Wednesday — though Iran said the agreement KA Fel 5 g8 gugiar @ “uawr &t
itself “does not create access”. Iran agreed on a deal with the At 18 dar |

International Atomic Energy Agency on Tuesday. AFP

o Iran agreed on a deal with the
International Atomic Energy Agency on
Tuesday.

R A HTAAR D SHARTPIT WRATY it Yord! S Y T A R YAl e S|
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Chemmani mass grave probe
will continue: Sri Lanka govt.

Meera Srinivasan
COLOMBO

Sri Lanka’s Ministry of Jus-
tice and National Integra-
tion has refuted recent me-
dia reports claiming that
the exhumation at the
mass grave site in Chem-
mani, in the northern Jaff-
na district, has been halted
owing to a “lack of funds”.
“At no stage has there
been a suspension or delay
due to lack of funds,” and
media reports claiming so
are “inaccurate and risk
spreading misinformation
among the public”, the Mi-
nistry said in a statement.
Last week, the Press
Trust of India published a
news report headlined ‘Ex-
cavation of Sri Lanka’s
Chemmani mass grave
halted over lack of funds’.
Reaffirming its “firm

. -

commitment” to support-
ing the judicial process,
the Justice Ministry said
funds for the excavations
are allocated based on re-
quests made by the Jaffna
Magistrate’s Court and the
Judicial Medical Officer
(JMO). In every instance,
the full amount was re-
leased based on such re-

Officials said that at no stage ha; there beén a suspension or delay
due to lack of funds. AP

quests, it said, adding that
the “imprest was released
on time, in phases, and
strictly according to neces-
sity”. The budget for phase
three, to be presented to
the Jaffna High Court, will
be forwarded to the Minis-
try for approval, said the
statement dated Septem-
ber 8.

Chemmani mass grave probe will continue: Sri Lanka govt.

SUTT gD Do DI ofid AR g w1 WPR

e SriLanka’s Ministry of Justice and National Integration has refuted recent media reports
claiming that the exhumation at the mass grave site in Chemmani, in the northern Jaffna
district, has been halted owing to a “lack of funds”.

diciepT & ~ATa SR AP THIPHROT HTeY A giferan Hifsar Rt 1 ws fovan g, foradl a8
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3147 foram T 7 fop ITRY ST ford H FHAA R o F W RGeS “hs B SH” &
HRUAH & TS B

o “At no stage has there been a suspension or delay due to lack of funds,” and media
reports claiming so are “inaccurate and risk spreading misinformation among the
public”, the Ministry said in a statement.

THTIE 3 T SO H &g, “Hs B1 S & SR fht o @Ror & +18 fAdeq a1 3 T8 g3
27, 3R U TR FT <1a1 FHRA arelt Hifear Ruic “irad § iR a1 & Tad a1 has &1
eI AT Bl 3|
o Last week, the Press Trust of India published a news report headlined ‘Excavation of Sri
Lanka’s Chemmani mass grave halted over lack of funds’.

fed Jwre, 39 T TP 3131 7 e Bt FHt F SR SNdeT $1 FUA-T TP g B
s AP 13’ NP I Ue JHRR RO TSI Bt 2|

o Reaffirming its “firm commitment” to supporting the judicial process, the Justice Ministry
said funds for the excavations are allocated based on requests made by the Jaffna
Magistrate’s Court and the Judicial Medical Officer (JMO).

T HAT = AT Uiohal & THU & e oo+t «gg Ufadesar &1 qlgRid gu &al (& Qals
¥ oY B8 &7 3iTde ST AfoRee ®1¢ 3R Tie fRifewr sifier (uMo) grT fvu e
AR F MYR TR foram S §1

¢ In every instance, the full amount was released based on such requests, it said, adding that
the “import was released on time, in phases, and strictly according to necessity”.

T A $gl fob e a4, ﬁﬁ@qﬁﬁ%sﬂwwwﬂmamaﬁﬂé Shwha%

“TSTY IR THY W, TRUES AP A 3R TG § STawaeddl & SgaR SR 3 T

e The budget for phase three, to be presented to the Jaffna High Court, will be forwarded to
the Ministry for approval, said the statement dated September 8.

TR A BT FoIe, o STWHT TS BIE DI IR (a1 ST, HATAY B Wt & fag Oer

SITE, I8 S99 8 Fday & SR fosar |

‘Three steps back’: Ukraine-Hungary feud causes despalr on both sides
jGS Ii: Europe ]

ence France-Presse
BUDAPEST

When the newest bilingual
school for Ukrainians
opened in Budapest this
month, both the Hungar-
ian and Ukrainian national
anthems were played - a
rare moment of unity that
masked rising tension bet-
ween the neighbours.
Since Russia invaded
Ukraine in 2022, Hungary
has become Kyiv’s fiercest
critic in the European Un-
ion, refusing to send mili-
tary aid while maintaining
close ties with Moscow.
The school’s co-founder
Lilliana Grexa highlighted
arise in anti-Ukrainian sen-
timent over the past two
years, saying Hungarians
seemed “less inhibited to
say ‘go home to Ukraine’”.
“Despite good initiatives

from both governments,
every time we go one step
forward, we take three
steps back,” said Grexa, an
elected representative for
the Ukrainian community
in Hungary’s parliament.

She estimates between
70,000 and 80,000 Ukrai-
nians now call Hungary
home - though many are
refugees and many others
likely to head back to their
home country when the
conditions allow.

Relations between Hun-
gary and Ukraine have
sunk to new lows in recent
months with spying accu-
sations, diplomatic expul-
sions, and travel
restrictions.

Ukrainian Deputy Prime
Minister Taras Kachka is
expected to visit on Thurs-
day, with Hungary’s Fo-
reign Minister Peter Szijjar-

to saying earlier this week
that it was up to Kyiv to
stop the “continuous dete-
rioration” of relations.

‘Tools of blackmail’

In the latest spat, Hungary
barred the commander of
Ukraine’s drone forces
from entering the country
late last month.

Kyiv has repeatedly at-
tacked Russian energy in-
frastructure and the oil
supply to Hungary via Rus-
sia’s Druzhba pipeline has
been disrupted.

The row came as Kach-
ka was in Budapest lobby-
ing for Hungary’s support
for its EU membership bid.

Hungary’s Prime Minis-
ter Viktor Orban opposes
allowing Ukraine into the
bloc, and Hungarians are
increasingly behind him
on the issue.

bilingual primary school for ethnic L

in Bud, on

School organiser hands gifts to s(udenls attendmg the first day of school at the newly established
ber 1. AFP

Arecent Eurobarometer
poll suggested just 30%
backed Ukrainian mem-
bership, down from 45% a
year ago.

Mr. Orban held a two-
month consultation on the

bid earlier this year, ac-
companying it with a me-
dia campaign and posters
warning of the cost of inte-
grating Ukraine into the
bloc.

Almost all of those who

took part said they were
opposed.

Zoltan Kiszelly from the
pro-government  Szazad-
veg think-tank said that
both sides were using
“tools  of  blackmail”

against the other.

While Hungary with-
holds support for the EU
bid, Ukraine continues its
attacks on the pipelines.

“This leads to a vicious
circle, because the two
countries have been un-
able to solve these conflicts
lately,” he said.

In May, Hungary said it
had expelled two Ukrai-
nian diplomats and ac-
cused them of spying after
Ukraine’s SBU security ser-
vice said it detained two al-
leged Hungarian spies.

Relations first soured in
2017 when Kyiv adopted a
law mandating Ukrainian
as the main language for
secondary education.

Budapest said the law
disenfranchised tens of
thousands of ethnic Hun-
garians, who live mostly in
Ukraine’s westernmost re-

gion of Transcarpathia —
part of the former King-
dom of Hungary until the
end of the First World War.

In an increasingly tense
climate, a church was set
on fire in the region in July
and defaced with anti-Hun-
garian graffiti.

Several diplomats told
AFP that Hungary was us-
ing the issue for political
gain and impeding pro-
gress on Ukraine.

Since he returned to
power in 2010, Orban’s go-
vernment has funded
schools, hospitals and oth-
er projects in the region,
and made it easier for resi-
dents to get Hungarian
citizenship.

As tension grows on
both sides, Grexa is hope-
ful that the schools esta-
blished with her support
can help inspire change.

Three steps back’: Ukraine-Hungary feud causes despair
on both sides

a1 ®eH TIY’: goh-g7RI faarg il ual § fART=n &1 srRor

e School for Ukrainians opened in Budapest this month, both the Hungarian and Ukrainian
national anthems were played — a rare moment of unity that masked rising tension between

the neighbours.
39 e gt # f 3 o Tpet e T, STgi §IRY SR e < & g
Y Tohdll T &1 YT e USIRA G211 & offd Sigd d-1d 1 gurdT|
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Since Russia invaded Ukraine in 2022, Hungary has become Kyiv’s fiercest critic in the

European Union, refusing to send military aid while maintaining close ties with Moscow.

2022 T ¥ §RI Geb+1 W SATHHUI & 971G ¥, R GRIUI WG & BId HT Had BT aArdd

1 T B, FoRm A= eTadT ol ¥ SAHR o T iR Uil & 1Y iy Wy S 39 |

The school’s co-founder Lilliana Grexa highlighted a rise in anti-Ukrainian sentiment over

the past two years, saying Hungarians seemed “less inhibited to say ‘go home to Ukraine™.

A B Tg-HITUD ferferarr I A fUsa & auf § gebet faRieht wra=n & g &1 SoR

HRd U Fal fb R & AT “HH g & 1Y Hed § “geb Aoy STai |17

“Despite good initiatives from both governments, every time we go one step forward, we take

three steps back,” said Grexa, an elected representative for the Ukrainian community in

Hungary’s parliament.

G TRBRI DI 3! Ugal & F1aog, 8L IR oI gH TP HaH 3 J¢d 8, 84 dIF dhad Uiy

T 8, I I T, S R A e § g wHer $ Faff uRih §)

She estimates between 70,000 and 80,000 Ukrainians now call Hungary home — though

many are refugees and many others likely to head back to their home country when the

conditions allow.

ST A © [ 319 70,000 H 80,000 eH+iT TN P SUAT TR HBdl § — BIlilh b3

wmif% 3R B3 37 T IRFRUFIET 37 817 TR 307 4 I19H ol Tobdl o

Relations between Hungary and Ukraine have sunk to new lows in recent months with

spying accusations, diplomatic expulsions, and travel restrictions.

BT & el & SR & RIYY, I s, SR arm ufaaet & HRu ERY 8iR

b F T Ydy ¢ fre TR W UgT MU R

Ukrainian Deputy Prime Minister Taras Kachka is expected to visit on Thursday, with

Hungary’s Foreign Minister Peter Szijjarto saying earlier this week that it was up to Kyiv to

stop the “continuous deterioration” of relations.

Geb+T & 3T YUTH WA TRTH STADT & THAR B GR DI SIS &, STaid TR & fagsr w:it

?ﬁaﬁﬁwmaﬂ&gmﬁw%ﬁﬁ%wmﬁn@"ﬁﬁwaﬁatﬁﬁrﬁ{
I

‘Tools of blackmail’

AFHT & STHUT

In the latest spat, Hungary barred the commander of Ukraine’s drone forces from entering

the country late last month.

giferan faare o, gt A fUsd adiA & ofd § Geb1 @1 I AT & HHISI B! o H Y B

¥ e T

Kyiv has repeatedly attacked Russian energy infrastructure and the oil supply to

Hungary via Russia’s Druzhba pipeline has been disrupted.

D19 7 TR-IR T St AT U gHAT {51 § 3R T P gora1 UIsuarsg-1 & areay

A €18 B! da B 3mgfed s1fd € e B

The row came as Kachka was in Budapest lobbying for Hungary’s support for its EU

membership bid.

g fdare U THY gofl Sd HTadT gSTuwe H §TR1 & qHd & fo 57 wa=gar et & fog

FAIRT AR 5

Hungary’s Prime Minister Viktor Orban opposes allowing Ukraine into the bloc, and

Hungarians are increasingly behind him on the issue.

TR & gy fyger S g &1 [ & I & &1 faRy 3 8, SR 39 g W
TR &1 FHeH 3% e AaR 96 @1 8

A recent Eurobarometer poll suggested just 30% backed Ukrainian membership, down
from 45% a year ago.

BT 8 & GRISRIHIER HI&H0T T UdT Il fb Hadt 30% A b1l Aewadr w1 gud= foar, S
TS T U8 P 45% I HH 2|

Mr. Orban held a two-month consultation on the region of Transcarpathia — part of the
former Kingdom of Hungary until the end of the First World War.

ot ST = TABRUIIAT & W gt 7 &7 A=t siford fovar — S uyw fay g5 & sid
T qd §TRY AT &1 fgea o |
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¢ In anincreasingly tense climate, a church was set on fire in the region in July and defaced
with anti-Hungarian graffiti.
AR Sgd I & A H, JaTs § &F & Ueb °d ! 3T 1 &Y 718 3R ) faRieht e
3 formrs feam |

e Several diplomats told AFP that Hungary was using the issue for political gain and
impeding progress on Ukraine.

[ Tuwd ! A i §RY 39 G &1 e ary & e ST 9% 38T 8

3R geb=T TR WIfel F 14T ST @7 ¢

e Since he returned to power in 2010, Orban’s government has funded schools, hospitals,
and other projects in the region, and made it easier for residents to get Hungarian
citizenship.
2010 ¥ T4 § dieq & 91 9, 3ifd-T @t IWPR - &7 & Tpall, SRuaral 3R 3=
trhuj%maﬁ%mwmﬁm, 3R et & forg gt Y AT ar T B ST
ERl I

e As tension grows on both sides, Grexa is hopeful that the schools established with her
support can help inspire change.

S-S T gell B q1a d¢ 6T 7, U9 Bl SHe b 3% nda & wifid o uftad
B IR B | 7gg IR THhd 5

¢ While Hungary withholds support for the EU bid, Ukraine continues its attacks on the
pipelines.
Safe ERY £ dielt & FHYT B AP BT 8, T 3T UTSUATSH IR gHd R} 3Tl 8

e “This leads to a vicious circle, because the two countries have been unable to solve these
conflicts lately,” he said.

éigﬁ@gwﬁ 3R A T &, b 71 &) F I A1 37 el ) g9 et § srAd @ )
&gl

¢ In May, Hungary said it had expelled two Ukrainian diplomats and accused them of
spying after Ukraine’s SBU security service said it detained two alleged Hungarian
spies.
s o, T 3 o8 fob ST G bt ISR B FswTRia fhar sk SRRl &1 SRy
T, &b gob BT THARY GRET AT - Fgl [ 39 gl HiUd R Il & fgwraa o
e

o Relations first soured in 2017 when Kyiv adopted a law mandating Ukrainian as the main
language for secondary education.

2017 ¥ ey Ugelt IR W19 §U, 519 D1 = Areafis Rren & forg geb=it o @1 | g9+
DT DI AT |

¢ Budapest said the law disenfranchised tens of thousands of ethnic Hungarians, who live
mostly in Ukraine’s westernmost region.

YSTURE A F8T fob 39 ST A SRial g9R oediia TRIaRal &1 fteRI | dfa o2 fear,
S G817 | b1 & Uit & ¥ vga B

e Zoltan Kiszelly from the pro-government Szazadveg think-tank said that both sides were
using “tools of blackmail”.
WHR FHSS TG Ud-¢F & Siee- frward! A Fgl & Qi uel “sAbid & IUHRor
BT TN IR I3 &

¢ Bid earlier this year, accompanying it with a media campaign and posters warning of the
cost of integrating Ukraine into the bloc.

39 au & greema § aYelt, 3Ud Ty Wifsar R ok g &Y e A wfta A #t
AT & 91R | dqra-il arel 9ie” @ Y|

‘Tools of blackmail’ and Rising Tensions Between Ukraine and Hungary

AP &b SR 3R Peb YT TN & 9 gegdr a9

e took part and said they were opposed.
YT & aTell A gl fb d 39 faRly # U

e Zoltan Kiszelly from the pro-government Szazadveg think-tank said that both sides were
using “tools of blackmail” against the other.
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WHR TP Rip-2b AT & Hieer fhwaielt 3 o i I uer th-giR & as
“SAPHA P R BT TN FR G 5|

While Hungary withholds support for the EU bid, Ukraine continues its attacks on the
pipelines.

el €Y A 3g aielt & forg wmefF et goi 7, a8l gob U UTSuersl R gHd SR ¥%&dT g |
“This leads to a vicious circle, because the two countries have been unable to solve these
conflicts lately,” he said.

g Uds g6 B1 3R O STl 8, Fifeb 11 o= 81 &1 & 371 Tuul &1 g el § i 9 &7
38 Tl

In May, Hungary said it had expelled two Ukrainian diplomats and accused them of
spying after Ukraine’s SBU security service said it detained two alleged Hungarian
spies.

g ¥, R A B8 fob I gl Pebeit IS D! ARG & SRIY & frepra o, 59 a1e
Yeb1 B THARY GR&T AT A DT b I G HiYa T S o) fg=raa # feram
Relations first soured in 2017 when Kyiv adopted a law mandating Ukrainian as the main
language for secondary education.

J&¢Y Ugal 9R 2017 T WRIE §U Id 19 - U BT UIiRd foban o Areafire fRuen & i
b1t 1 YT UTNT F11 71

Budapest said the law disenfranchised tens of thousands of ethnic Hungarians, who live
mostly in Ukraine’s westernmost region of Transcarpathia — part of the former Kingdom
of Hungary until the end of the First World War.

ST 3 B8l [ U8 ST SRIAT eIk S gARGH o 3feRT | dfd Har g, S
SETAR Yep & T & TraaRUTRT 8§ 60 § — S Ugd fay = & 3fd a% qd §Rt
HTHTSY &1 feea Tl

In an increasingly tense climate, a church was set on fire in the region in July and defaced
with anti-Hungarian graffiti.

AT 8, Jars 3 39 & H U 79 B SN @ & S iR 39 W faRieh-
Gﬁﬁwaﬁv—ﬁwa"rﬂél

Several diplomats told AFP that Hungary was using the issue for political gain and
impeding progress on Ukraine.

3 TUE Y & §arT b Y 59 T &1 IeHifae A1y S8 3R b B W
H qTYT ST & foTT Iudi % @1 5 |

Since he returned to power in 2010, Orban’s government has funded schools, hospitals
and other projects in the region, and made it easier for residents to get Hungarian
citizenship.

2010 ¥ I9T ® died & qIC 9, Sl $t TRBR A 39 &7 ¥ 7pd, 3RUard R 4=
gfatee & fig o= Sudsy R § mw&maﬁwmmm
ST 91T ¢
As tension grows on both sides, Grexa is hopeful that the schools established with her
support can help inspire change.

SRY-S18 Y vl § 9ITd 9¢ Y87 2, IET Bl 3T § b S guede § wiftd v uRad|
B RN A A Aeg HR AP 8|
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1. Elephant electrocuted in Bandipur Tiger Reserve
dfeqR ersTR fYord # g1t F3e H I Hia

2. Panel questions non-tariff barriers ahead of FTA talks
FTA ardf ¥ Ugd U9d A TR-Y[e® q1rei IR JaTd 301U

3. ISRO inks agreement with HAL for transfer of SSLV
technology

ISRO 7 HAL & |TY SSLV AP b g0l & ferg
Fagiar fear
4. Steel truss bridges have ‘secret’ defences against
collapse
et oa gal § AR & e o e g @
5. QUIZ
6. To Build Roads is to Build Peace

sd a9 = e I910
7. Wood wide web: trees have their own network to
preserve life

qS dIss dd: US| &1 3UHT Hedd ot @&l 9a1 & fore

8. India resists full crypto framework, fears systemic
risks

YRd A uf fohel g &1 faRty foear, yomrelta sl &1
Hq
9. ‘India set to be among top five shipbuilding nations by
2047

‘YR 2047 T M uig s1grer fator =i & mfda g

& foe R
10. GST reforms to benefit consumption, growth

WUd 3R fasT & Ay ugaH & e shivad! gur
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A

A railgun runs a strong electric current through parallel rails, using the
resulting electromagnetic forces to accelerate a projectile to extreme speeds.
JAPAN MOD

A railgun runs a strong electric current through parallel rails, using the
resulting electromagnetic forces to accelerate a projectile to extreme speeds.
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Elephant
electrocuted
in Bandipur
Tiger Reserve
iGS Ill: Environment

The Hindu Bureau
MYSURU

An elephant was electro-
cuted when it came in con-
tact with a live electric wire
drawn to fence a plot of
agricultural land at Manga-
la in the Bandipur Tiger Re-
serve on Wednesday.

It is speculated that the
electric fence was illegally
drawn by villagers to ward
off wild animals raiding
standing crops. Senior For-
est Department officials
reached the spot after be-
ing informed about the in-
cident. Wildlife conserva-
tionists have expressed
their dismay over the

ISR e
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Elephant electrocuted in Bandipur Tiger
Reserve

dfeqR eg'R RRord o g1t e ove & |id

¢ An elephant was electrocuted when it came in contact with a live electric

wire drawn to fence a plot of agricultural land at Mangala in the Bandipur
Tiger Reserve on Wednesday.

% g1t B Pie @ TGT 99 98 QYR TR eid & W § gUaR & HiY

YfY 31 S18 & fore ag 715 a1ga farell Y aR & dus § smal

e It is speculated that the electric fence was illegally drawn by villagers to
ward off wild animals raiding standing crops.

g 3ehdl & o foeiell B 918 DI i aral A Y FY J T 4T dlfch Sireit

TR B! Gol B! IR gHAT B I AT off b |

¢ Senior Forest Department officials reached the spot after being informed

about the incident.
¥ a1 faumT & SR T &1 gam firem & a1g Hid IR ugd|
o Wildlife conservationists have expressed their dismay over the incident.

Tgeilg WEUETea) 3 59 g1 W FRTI oed &1 8|
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Panel questions
non-tariff barriers

ahead of FTA talks

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Opposition members
raised a host of questions
on the non-tariff barriers
for Indian agricultural ex-
ports to European coun-
tries, including the UK., at
a meeting of the Standing
Committee on External Af-
fairs headed by senior Con-
gress leader Shashi Tha-
roor on Wednesday.

This meeting on “India-
Europe Relationship: Op-
portunities and Challeng-
es” comes a day before the
EU negotiators sit down
with the Indian govern-
ment to discuss the EU-In-
dia Free Trade Agreement.
The EU team is led by Eu-
ropean Commissioner for
Trade Maros Sefcovic, and
Commissioner for Agricul-
ture Christophe Hansen
will be in Delhi.

Mr. Hansen’s visit is cru-
cial since agriculture has
been a knotty issue for In-
dia and Europe.

The two sides have
agreed to keep “dairy, su-

gar and rice” out of the
agriculture trade
negotiations.

Commerce Secretary

Sunil Barthwal briefed the
parliamentarians for over
two hours. Mr. Tharoor,

The meeting comes
a day before the
EU negotiators sit
down with the
Indian government

speaking to The Hindu, de-
scribed it as a comprehen-
sive meeting. “Several
questions were raised. Mr.
Barthwal candidly an-
swered the queries,” he
said, without going into the
details of the interaction.

The two sides have sev-
eral issues to thrash out,
especially the EU’s Carbon
Border Adjustment Me-
chanism and other non-ta-
riff barriers for the Indian
agricultural exports, which
limit India’s market access.
It is learnt that Mr. Barth-
wal said India would un-
derline the principles of
common but differentiated
responsibility in develop-
ment paths.

A member, speaking on
condition of anonymity,
said Mr. Barthwal, owing to
the upcoming negotia-
tions, phrased his remarks
very carefully.

“He did assure us that
all our concerns, especially
our fears on agricultural
exports, will be ad-
dressed,” a member said.

Panel questions non-
tariff barriers ahead of
FTA talks

FTA 9rdi § Ugdl 09 A
TR-3[eh ST UR qard

3ol

° Opposition members raised a host
of questions on the non-tariff barriers for
Indian agricultural exports to European
countries, including the U.K., at a meeting
of the Standing Committee on External
Affairs headed by senior Congress leader
Shashi Tharoor on Wednesday.

faueft wewi 7 gUaR &1 aRy SO AT
TR YT B e arell fad=r Al W
TRt A 31 dod & uRdra $iY Frafal
R QR &=, o 9. R et §, &
TR A3l R H3 Jard 38T

. This meeting on “India-Europe
Relationship: Opportunities and
Challenges” comes a day before the EU
negotiators sit down with the Indian
government to discuss the EU-India Free
Trade Agreement. ]
“YRT-GRIT JE: sﬁweﬁﬁfﬁﬁﬁ” W
g 96% EU-HIRT Yad ATUR

T4l B & [T EU ATaTdRI 3R ‘l-I'ITcﬁ'CI
WHR B! I6F Y T {7 U5 g3

. The EU team is led by European
Commissioner for Trade Maros
Sefcovic, and Commissioner for
Agriculture Christophe Hansen will be in

Delhi.
EU &9 &1 9qd QR4 arforsy

ST
AR ABDHIAP I @ § AR PV ST
freIw g fowett o Hivg |01
. Mr. Hansen'’s visit is crucial since
agriculture has been a knotty issue for
India and Europe.
9 31 98 g1 Heayuf § ifeh iy
YRE 3R TR & ¢ U sifed ger @i 8|
. The two sides have agreed to keep
“dairy, sugar and rice” out of the
agriculture trade negotiations.

2 el 3 «Sa, D ok = rae” & iy

gmm Fratai ¥ STeR - W GgAfd SIS
I
o Commerce Secretary Sunil

Barthwal briefed the parliamentarians for
over two hours.
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Mr. Tharoor, speaking to The Hindu, described it as a comprehensive meeting.

Y& 7 g fgg T 919 H=d §U S TF ATUF 6 Far|

“Several questions were raised. Mr. Barthwal candidly answered the queries,” he said,
without going into the details of the interaction.

I Bgl, ‘B3 FaTd I3 T ghard 7 SHFER] I Jaral & Sare fou,” 3611 aadid &
[CERUEERII TR

The two sides have several issues to thrash out, especially the EU’s Carbon Border

Adjustment Mechanism and other non-tariff barriers for the Indian agricultural exports,
which limit India’s market access.

S Ul B S gl IR 9 B 6, IR U F EU BT HTa S1eX TSoReHE AP 3R
YRt Sy fFratal & e o R-gyes a1Umg, S YIRd 3t IR Ugd &1 AT St 8

It is learnt that Mr. Barthwal said India would underline the principles of common but
differentiated responsibility in development paths.

@%gﬂ@ﬂ,aﬁmﬁw%mmﬁﬁwﬁmmm%w
R |

A member, speaking on condition of anonymity, said Mr. Barthwal, owing to the upcoming
negotiations, phrased his remarks very carefully.

TP Ya A, THATH &1 W IR, Fel [ gdara 7 smmdt ardfefl &1 & & x@d gu 3o s
qgd Hayr ¥ feul

“He did assure us that all our concerns, especially our fears on agricultural exports, will be
addressed,” a member said.

T Ua 4 g, “3oi- a8 Sy fea fos gard wft fiarsf, faviv wu @ iy frafal 9 9
JTRIDT3M HI gR fobar Sa|”
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f SSLV

ISRO inks agreement
with HAL for transfer

of SSLV technology
GSI:s&T

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Indian Space Research
Organisation signed a for-
mal agreement with Hin-
dustan Aeronautics Ltd. on
Wednesday for the transfer
of technology for produc-
tion of small satellite
launch wvehicles (SSLV),
marking a significant step
in industry participation in
the space sector.

The agreement, the
100th transfer of technolo-
gy agreement facilitated by
the space sector promoter
INSPACe, was inked in Ben-
galuru by the ISRO, New-
Space India Ltd., and IN-
SPACe with HAL, which
outbid a consortium led by
Adani Group-backed Alpha
Design Technologies.

The aim is to complete
the entire technology
transfer process within 24
months from the date of

signing the agreement, a
statement from INSPACe
said. During this period,
the ISRO will provide train-
ing and technical support
to the HAL for acquiring
the know-how of the SSLV,
it added.

ISRO Chairman V. Na-
rayanan said the agree-
ment would allow the HAL
to independently build the
SSLV for both domestic and
international markets.

“We are honoured to be
in this league to scale In-
dia’s next big frontiers with
the SSLV technology, by
partnering with ISRO and
NSIL and IN-SPACe to im-
plement it,” D.K. Sunil,
Chairman and Managing
Director of HAL, said.

Mr. Sunil said HAL
would build SSLVs so that
India could offer regular,
cost-competitive small-sa-
tellite launches to domestic
and global customers.
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technology .
ISRO A HAL & TTY SSLV dPh-1P & g&Iideul & feru

Twgar foar

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) signed a formal agreement with
Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd. (HAL) on Wednesday for the transfer of technology for
production of Small Satellite Launch Vehicles (SSLV), marking a significant step in
industry part|C|pat|on in the space sector.

YR 3faf¥es SFEUH TS (ISRO) - AR F! ffgea™ wiAifed™ faffids (HAL) &
1Y qh-IP & FXATARUT 3R WA e dATge Al FIbd (SSLV) & I & Al Th
Sty Tugia W gxer U, S siafver & & e &t uriie™t & fau Ut Ayt
HEH B
The agreement, the 100th transfer of technology agreement facilitated by the space
sector promoter INSPACe, was inked in Bengaluru by the ISRO, NewSpace India Ltd.
(NSIL), and INSPACe with HAL, which outbid a consortium led by Adani Group-backed
Alpha DeS|gn Technologles

g HsNdT, S 3iaf¥er & e ® INSPACe §RT gfae Ue faar T 100ai do-iat
FEIARYT GHSNGT 8, TGS H ISRO, <0 f3ar fRiffids (NSIL) 3R INSPACe GRTHAL &
1Y gEaraid foam | HALﬁawFﬁwwﬁhmi%ﬁmmm%ﬁqaa@
FHIfcaH I Ul BISd gU Ig sl Sire |

The aim is to complete the entire technology transfer process within 24 months from the
date of signing the agreement, a statement from INSPACe said.

INSPACe & T 50 H &gl 74T f d¢d I8 © for TWSia W e&1eR &1 aRig | 24 AT
F Wiar QX qa-to! gaiarur ufshar &t Q1 far sie|

During this period, the ISRO will provide training and technical support to the HAL for
acquiring the know-how of the SSLV, it added.

39 3(dfY B SR, ISRO HAL Bl SSLV & Th-1a! J19 &I UId H34 & e ufregor 3R
qAB-IP! Jerdl YaH S|

ISRO Chairman V. Narayanan said the agreement would allow the HAL to independently
build the SSLV for both domestic and international markets.

ISRO & JURAA Y. ARTAVH = Hg] b U8 WHHAGT HAL I TR 31X AT TR &
o0 Tae s U | SSLV §9H St 3/t 3

“We are honoured to be in this league to scale India’s next big frontiers with the SSLV
technology, by partnering with ISRO, NSIL and INSPACe to implement it,” D.K. Sunil,
Chairman and Managmg Director of HAL, said.

HAL & U8+ 3R &%, giter I Far, 5 7 & fr 57 ISRO, NSIL 3R
|NSPACe%wummsswaﬁﬁ%mmﬂﬁmaﬁMﬁWﬁ
IR B3 1 39 I T g 31

Mr. Sunil said HAL would build SSLVs so that India could offer regular, cost-competitive
small-satellite launches to domestic and global customers.

e 3 g1 fb HAL SSLV &1 frmfor s difes WRa =¥ 3R e et &) frafire,
frwTadt Wia Gearse af= Yarg UgH &R 96 |
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The Ganga river in spate as it passes under the
Howrah Bridge, in Kolkata. 11

Steel truss
bridges have
secret’ defences
against collapse

The Hindu Bureau

teel truss bridges have been the

backbone of transport networks

since the late 19th century. They are
built from interconnected steel bars and
they can span long distances and carry
heavy loads, rendering them ideal for
railways and highways. The Pamban,
Howrah, and Saraighat bridges in India
are some famous examples.

Many of these bridges remain in use
today and often carry far more traffic than
they were designed for. They’re also
exposed to more intense natural hazards
like floods and storms, faster rates of
material corrosion due to environmental
change, and the simple wear of a century
of service.

When one part of a truss bridge fails,
the entire structure can collapse suddenly
and disastrously. Such collapses incur
human tragedies as well as economic
shocks, since closing a busy bridge can
cost crores of rupees a day. Engineers
understand the primary resistance of
these bridges well: the way intact parts
carry normal traffic loads. But they have
been less clear why some bridges survive
after one component breaks while others
collapse quickly.

A study in Nature on September 3, by
researchers from Spain, has revealed why.

The team built a scaled-down steel
truss bridge in the laboratory based ona
common railway design called a Pratt
truss. Then they simulated damage by
cutting through specific components,
such as chords and beams, to mimic
sudden failure. In each scenario, sensors
recorded how the structure responded.
The team also created advanced +
computer models that reproduced both
the intact and damaged states, allowing
them to simulate more than 200 different
damage scenarios.

The experiments revealed six
fundamental secondary resistance
mechanisms that activated when a main
component failed: panel distortions,
torsion of the whole structure, hinged
rotations, out-of-plane bending, simple
bridging by nearby members, and

were

Many bridges remain in use
today and often carrv far more
than thev were designed for.
They're also exposed to more
intense natural hazards like
floods and storms

uniaxial bending. Like a spider web
adapting to the loss of a thread, each of
these mechanisms rerouted loads through
alternative paths, preventing immediate
collapse. Which mechanism dominated
depended on which part failed. For
example, losing a diagonal mainly
triggered panel distortions, while losing a
chord involved global torsion and
rotation.

Even when damaged, the bridge
specimen was surprisingly robust. It
could withstand loads up to 3x higher
than standard operating levels before
collapsing. The failures propagated
differently depending on the role of the
original component. For instance,
members that sustained compression,
like upper chords, led to brittle failures,
while tension-bearing members, like
lower chords, led to more gradual and
ductile failures. In all cases, however, the
bridge only collapsed following a cascade
of buckling failures spreading through the
structure.

These insights open new doors for
engineering practice. Just as
understanding secondary mechanisms
reshaped building design worldwide, the
same knowledge can be used to guide
safer engineering. For new bridges,
engineers can refine designs to bolster
secondary resistance mechanisms. In
existing structures, inspections and
retrofits can focus on critical areas that
help activate these ‘secret’ defences. The
study also provides a roadmap to make
bridges more resilient to accidents,
natural disasters, and the test of time.

Steel truss
bridges have
‘secret’
defences
against
collapse

Steel Truss Bridges
wagaqa

. Steel truss bridges
have been the backbone
of transport networks
since the late 19th
century.

el o9 g 194 Rraredy
& I 3 ufvage
Aead P g /T

. They are built from
interconnected steel
bars and they can span
long distances and carry
heavy loads, rendering
them ideal for railways
and highways.

32 MU ° g i
IR ¥ ST ST § 3R A
@l gt 9% Ha 7§ THd
g TUT Y YR IoT o
ACREREGE KRS EL |
¥ e Iuged §d §

° The Pamban,
Howrah, and Saraighat
bridges in India are
some famous examples.
YRd § U, gTasT iR
WRIAUTE a0 $95 $©
RIS ISR B

. Many of these
bridges remain in use
today and often carry far
more traffic than they
designed for.

?ﬁﬁwmﬁﬂnﬁ%ﬁ?wmmmﬁwmmﬁm
|

e They’re also exposed to more intense natural hazards like floods and storms, faster rates
of material corrosion due to environmental change, and the wear of a century of

service.
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o When one part of a truss bridge fails, the entire structure can collapse suddenly and
disastrously.

;awqamw%wﬁwm%ﬁwmmaﬁvﬁqmaﬁﬁﬁm
|

www.patrioticias.in

e Such collapses incur human tragedies as well as economic shocks, since closing a busy
bridge can cost crores of rupees a day.

T g8 ¥ 9rdta Frafeal iR enfife sred! &1 I -1 sl §, Fifdh U od qd &)
¥ B O ufafeT FSl T &1 5 & Jhar 3|

o Engineers understand the primary resistance of these bridges well: the way intact parts
carry normal traffic loads.

SR S gl &) Wi afariY &rmdT &1 3res! aRg ULl € a1 o QRIEd SR |
PP UR Io B

e But they have been less clear why some bridges survive after one component breaks while
others collapse quickly.

%%wﬁ%%@gaW%@%w%mmﬁ%wﬁ%mmWﬁ
|

The Study and Experiments
ST 3R TN

o A study in Nature on September 3 by researchers from Spain revealed why.
3 FydeR &1 WA & Mywdisi gRT fHT U T sieqgq (AR & UH1RId) 3 3YHBT SR SarT|

e The team built a scaled-down steel truss bridge in the laboratory based on a common
railway design called a Pratt truss.

A A yarTRTar § U BYel W g8 Ua S, S U T ¥ad fEoe fe e W Sumid
Tl

e Then they simulated damage by cutting through specific components, such as chords
and beams, to mimic sudden failure.

iR 351+ fafkry fewl (I By iR d) F1 BTeHR THUM BT SHR o, ATl
AP fIwerar 1 uRiem fohar o 9 |
e In each scenario, sensors recorded how the structure responded.

a0 UG & AT A g6l fhar & cian H ufafear sar gl

e The team also created advanced computer models that reproduced both the intact and
damaged states, aIIowmg them to simulate more than 200 different damage scenarios.

A Y 39d HugeR Aied 91, o ol 3R aferuRa Y SrawiTal F GeRid 3, PR 3
200 & 3R faftra afa ufvesal &1 sgaRo o~ 5 |

Findings of the Study
AT S

e The experiments revealed six fundamental secondary resistance mechanisms that
activated when a main component failed:
T = feaman i 99 te g fewn fawa gan, ot o gaye fadtae uforiy @ 9ftra gu:

panel distortions

torsion of the whole structure

hinged rotations

out-of-plane bending

simple bridging by nearby members

uniaxial bending

O fagpfa

QR G BT WRIS

IGUCINREIC]

AT Y ST6Y Fb+1

O O O 0O OO0 O O O O
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o U & Y gRT ATYRUI YgRT
o THYdT FHb1d

o Like a spider web adapting to the loss of a thread, each of these mechanisms rerouted
loads through alternative paths, preventing immediate collapse.

S TP AP S BT STl UF & ger IR & offdl 8, a9 &t I dF dpfes I ] A HIR &) 1S
3d 8, S XA g A Ta@ s 6 |
e  Which mechanism dominated depended on which part failed.

HIF-I1 i THTA BT, T8 9 W MR &var o1 for wH-an fean fawa gam|

o For example, losing a diagonal mainly triggered panel distortions, while losing a chord
involved global torsion and rotation.

JEERUN & Y, SRS & ged I T 0 § ¥ faspfa 3icfl, vl o1 & ceq I afye
RIS 3R gHIEG gl

Bridge Strength and Failure
qd &1 Tergdt 3R faweaar

o Even when damaged, the bridge specimen was surprisingly robust.
&faUd 8 R ot ga &1 AT Sgieie U | welgd o7l
e |t could withstand loads up to 3x higher than standard operating levels before collapsing.
g G5 ¥ Ugd U IaTa- TR | 3 THT e YR T8 B JhT AT
e The failures propagated dlfferently depending on the role of the original component.
fawmean sra-orea alie! ¥ Heft, T8 39 W AR &1 o fos Y& ges ot Yfire a1 ot
e Members that sustained compression (like upper chords) led to brittle failures.
o ot WdS (G U} HigH) 9ad 2, 3 WR fAweadar $1 HRur |
o Members that bore tension (like lower chords) led to gradual and ductile failures.

S fod aFma (G foraat Big ) 33ma ¥, 3 dR-¢Y ofik arehieft fawear &1 wroT A1

e In all cases, the bridge only collapsed following a cascade of buckling failures spreading
through the structure.

gt 7t §, U adt 99 G681 9Id G H st aohfe faweadand e |

Engineering Implications
PEIC)

o These insights open new doors for engineering practice.
3 freend gofiferafa Hfdes & g U IRd @ierd § 1

e Just as understanding secondary mechanisms reshaped building design worldwide, the
same knowledge can guide safer engineering.
o fgdiae o= &) Tuet 3 Ay ® va= fEmga & 9ear, a2 & a8t I JRfga
Soltfrafir o1 Arfeeia o1 o 2|

o For new bridges, engineers can refine designs to bolster secondary resistance
mechanisms.
¢ gal & g, SofifAar fEwmsl @ ufvspd &= Ted ¢ aife fdae ufeRty &= Aoigd 81|

e In existing structures, inspections and retrofits can focus on critical areas that help activate
these ‘secret’ defences.
His[ar eial #, FRI&0T 3R R S wgeayuf & W Hiad T o1 Iad © S 37 [ T&i
3 &I Afoha A T HAeg Hd ¢

e The study also provides a roadmap to make bridges more resilient to accidents, natural
disasters, and the test of time.
u-s's{mmg?ﬁﬁgﬁfmaﬁ Wrpfa® smuersit 8N JHg &) A & ufa i adiar 9
& for we Ay ot g Al 2|
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EFP stand for? .
Answers to September 2 quiz: "¢

1. Coauthor of Oppenheimer’s September 1,
1939, paper - Ans: Hartland Snyder

2. Object that Oppenheimer, Tolman, Serber,
Volkoff were studying - Ans: Neutron stars
3. Physicist who coined the term “black hole”
- Ans: John Wheeler

4. Geometry of spacetime around a rotating
black hole - Ans: Kerr

5. Surface ‘above’ an event horizon near
rotating black holes - Ans: Ergosphere
Visual: Subrahmanyan Chandrasekhar
First contact: K.N. Viswanathan | Nitin Shah |
Anmol Agrawal | Anusha Raj | Sharini
Shivakumar

Answers to September 5 quiz:

1. Millimetres of mercury; 2. Beats/contracts;
rests between beats; 3. True; 4. They narrow
and harden, reducing blood flow; 5. About
five litres; 6. Hypotension; 7. False; 8. Salt; 9.
Sphygmomanometer

First contact: Udayakumar Bundimutt |

Karthikeyan R.

QulIZ

Oppenheimer-—
Snyder Paper
(September 1, 1939)

Coauthor: Hartland Snyder

. The paper titled “On Continued
Gravitational Contraction” was published in
Physical Review on September 1, 1939.

. It was authored by J. Robert
Oppenheimer (later famous as the “father of the
atomic bomb”) and his PhD student Hartland
Snyder.

. This was the first detailed theoretical
study of how massive stars collapse under their
own gravity.

. The work was published on the same
day World War Il began (Germany invaded
Poland, September 1, 1939), which
overshadowed its scientific importance at the
time.

Key Concepts in the Paper

. Gravitational Collapse: When a

massive star exhausts its nuclear fuel, it can no longer resist gravity and begins

collapsing inward.

e Schwarzschild Radius: The critical radius beyond which not even light can escape

the gravitational pull of the star.

e Event Horizon: The “point of no return” formed during collapse where light and

matter cannot escape.

e Singularity: The paper predicted that matter would eventually collapse into a point of

infinite density at the center.

Neutron Stars

o Neutron stars are the collapsed cores of massive stars that have undergone a

supernova explosion.

o They represent one of the densest forms of matter in the universe.

o A typical neutron star has:

* Mass: about 1.4 times that of the Sun (can be up to 2-3 solar masses).
* Radius: only about 10-12 kilometers.
* Density: A sugar-cube—sized piece would weigh billions of tons on Earth.
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o Composed almost entirely of neutrons, held together by gravity and neutron
degeneracy pressure.

Physicist who coined the term “Black
Hole” — John Wheeler

» Before Wheeler popularized it, black holes were referred to as “gravitationally
completely collapsed objects” or “frozen stars.”

» These terms were scientifically accurate but too long and difficult for widespread use.
» There was a need for a short, powerful, and simple phrase

When and How Wheeler Coined the Term

* The term “Black Hole” came into use in the early 1960s during astrophysics conferences.
» Wheeler formally adopted and popularized the term in December 1967, during a lecture
at the NASA Goddard Institute of Space Studies.

* By the late 1960s, the word became standard in scientific literature and then in popular
culture.

» Wheeler’s prestige in the scientific community helped the phrase gain global acceptance.

Why the Term “Black Hole” Was Powerful

» Short and memorable compared to earlier complex names.

* The word “black” signifies that no light can escape.

* The word “hole” suggests a region into which matter falls and cannot escape.
* The phrase conveyed the mystery and extreme nature of the phenomenon.

Scientific Concept of a Black Hole

* A black hole is a region of space-time where gravity is so intense that nothing, not even
light, can escape.

* Key features:

— Event Horizon: The invisible boundary beyond which escape is impossible.

— Singularity: The point where matter is thought to collapse to infinite density.

— Schwarzschild Radius: The critical radius at which a star collapses into a black hole.

* The concept arises from Einstein’s General Theory of Relativity (1915) and
mathematical solutions like the Schwarzschild Solution (1916).
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Geometry of Spacetime around a
Rotating Black Hole — Kerr Geometry

* A black hole is a region of space where gravity is so strong that nothing, not even light,
can escape.

* In 1963, New Zealand mathematician Roy Kerr discovered the exact solution to
Einstein’s General Relativity equations describing the spacetime around a rotating
(spinning) black hole.

* This solution is known as the Kerr Metric or Kerr Geometry.

* Unlike non-rotating Schwarzschild black holes, Kerr black holes have rotation, angular
momentum, and unique spacetime effects.

Key Features of Kerr Black Holes

* Rotation (Spin): Described by a parameter "a" = angular momentum per unit mass.

* Event Horizon: The boundary beyond which nothing can escape. Kerr black holes have
two horizons:

— Outer Event Horizon

— Inner Cauchy Horizon

» Ergosphere: A unique region outside the event horizon where space itself is dragged by
rotation (frame-dragging).

— Inside the ergosphere, no object can remain stationary.

— Enables the Penrose Process (energy extraction).

* Ring Singularity: Instead of a point, the singularity becomes a rotating ring.

Geometry of Spacetime

» The spacetime around a Kerr black hole is curved and twisted due to rotation.

» Frame Dragging: The spinning black hole drags spacetime around with it (also called
the Lense-Thirring effect).

*» Closed Timelike Curves: The Kerr geometry theoretically allows pathways for time
travel inside the inner horizon, though unstable in reality.

» Asymptotic Flatness: Far away from the black hole, spacetime becomes flat, like normal
space.

Comparison: Schwarzschild vs Kerr

» Schwarzschild Black Hole: Non-rotating, spherical symmetry, single event horizon, point
singularity.
» Kerr Black Hole: Rotating, axisymmetric, double horizons, ring singularity, ergosphere.

What is the Ergosphere
» The ergosphere is the region outside the event horizon of a rotating (Kerr) black hole in
which space-time is dragged around by the black hole’s rotation so strongly that no object

can remain at rest relative to a distant observer.

* It's bounded by two surfaces:
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e On one side by the event horizon (inner boundary).

e On the other side by the static limit surface (outer boundary), where the dragging of
space-time makes the “static observers” impossible (i.e. to hover without being
carried by space-time).
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To build roads is to build peace

n India’s tribal hinterlands,

especially those affected by

Maoist insurgency, roads

are not just a matter of
transport. They are emissaries of
the state, carving a path not only
through forests and hills but also
through histories of
marginalisation and neglect. In
regions where formal institutions
are barely visible, a newly built
road often marks the first arrival of
governance itself.

A growing body of research
shows that road development in
conflict-affected areas has a
stabilising effect. In Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand, and Odisha, core
States in the “Red Corridor,” the
presence of rural roads is strongly
associated with improvements in
electricity access, employment
opportunities, and security. Roads
help reclaim governance from
non-state actors who thrive in
isolation. When the state is absent,
insurgent groups often step in
with slogans and systems. Across
conflict zones, insurgents have set
up parallel institutions that mimic
state functions. Diego Gambetta’s
classic study of the Sicilian Mafia
illustrates this: extralegal actors
assume roles such as conflict
resolution and taxation when the
state withdraws. In India, Maoist
insurgents have attempted to fill
governance gaps in remote areas
by running informal courts and
levying their own “taxes.” The
demand and supply logic applies
to governance. An undersupply of
formal governance leads to
opportunistic entrepreneurship
seeking to pick up the slack in
supply.

In some tribal regions, it is
reported that extralegal outfits
have even dispensed rudimentary
medical aid where clinics are
absent — an act that blurs the line
between care and coercion.
Research by Alpa Shah (2018) and
Human Rights Watch (2009) notes
that the Naxalite presence in
villages often includes some
health services and welfare
activities, though always
underwritten by the threat of
violence. As scholar Zachariah

=

Pavan Mamidi

is Director, Centre for
Social and Behavior
Change (CSBC),
Ashoka University

Roads help
reclaim
governance
from non-state
actors who
thrive in
isolation

Mampilly (2011) observed in other
insurgent contexts, such services
are not charitable - they are
strategic. The aim is not just
survival but legitimacy.

Legitimacy cannot rest on
coercion alone. Extralegal
governance, while sometimes
filling the gaps left by the state, is
not bound by constitutional
safeguards or democratic
principles. Its forms of justice are
often opaque, arbitrary, and
punitive. In several Maoist-affected
areas, there are reports of
kangaroo courts (jan adalats) that
have issued summary
punishments, including
executions, without due process.
This is justice without appeal,
correction, or accountability-more
terror than tribunal.

This is why infrastructure
matters. It is the physical
precondition for the presence of
lawful authority. Jain and Biswas
(2023) have shown that road
connectivity correlates with a
decline in crime and increased
service access in rural India.
Internationally, Rafael
Prieto-Curiel and Ronaldo
Menezes (2020) demonstrate that
violence is higher in poorly
connected areas, whether in cities
or rural zones. Infrastructure,
they argue, is not merely
functional; it is political.

Formal state institutions,
though imperfect, operate within
a framework of laws shaped by
democratic consensus. These laws
are debated, refined, and subject
to public scrutiny. When schools,
police stations, clinics and courts
are introduced in conflict-prone
areas through road development,
they bring not only services but a
system that is, at least in principle,
accountable to citizens. It is the
rule of law, not rule by fiat.

This contrast is critical. While
formal institutions are subject to
electoral oversight, bureaucratic
accountability, and legal restraint,
informal justice systems are not.
They more often reflect
entrenched power hierarchies and
patriarchal norms, leading to
practices such as vigilante justice

To Build Roads is to Build Peace

sd I9T = e I91

and collective punishment. In the
absence of courts, entire
communities can be targeted.
Accusations of collaboration with
security forces have, in some
cases, led to mob reprisals under
the guise of justice.

The Indian state has recognised
this. In Chhattisgarh, former top
official and current NITI Aayog
CEO BV.R. Subrahmanyam led a
thoughtful strategy that placed
infrastructure at the heart of
governance renewal. Roads came
first, followed by schools, clinics,
and law enforcement. Each road
had a message: that the state has
come in, and is here to stay.

Safeguards are needed too

But infrastructure alone cannot
resolve conflict. Roads can carry
relief or repression. Without
institutional safeguards such as
justice mechanisms, health-care
access, and community
consultation, they risk becoming
symbols of control rather than
inclusion. A road should not
simply be laid through a village
but built with the village as this is
essential to legitimacy. Moreover,
we must be mindful that informal
social norms, even outside
insurgent control, can be just as
exclusionary. It is said that in some
parts of rural India, khap
panchayats and caste councils
operate alongside or in place of
formal institutions. These bodies
often enforced rigid social codes
through shame or violence. While
they may have provided swift
resolution, they did so without the
protections of equity or legality.
Development, therefore, must aim
not only to replace insurgent
authority but also to integrate
pluralistic, rights-based
governance rooted in India’s
constitutional values.

As India invests in its tribal
heartlands, especially in regions
like southern Chhattisgarh, road
development must be part of a
broader effort to extend justice,
dignity, and opportunity. The goal
is not merely movement but
belonging. To build roads, then, is
to build peace.
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Infrastructure and Governance in Tribal Hinterlands

o fUSe gare! § awaHr ok e

In India’s tribal hinterlands, especially those affected by Maoist insurgency, roads are not
just a matter of transport.

HRA & SeTd g fUss sare! ) favy wu I oret Arsiiard) fagig afhy 8, Ts@) &1 dgd
Fad uRde ao Tifid Tt g

They are emissaries of the state, carving a path not only through forests and hills but also
through histories of marginalisation and neglect.

Ewﬂgﬁ%ga% S Had ST 3R UBTS el died afcw SR W U 3R Iufé sfagmy ¥
|

In regions where formal institutions are barely visible, a newly built road often marks the
first arrival of governance itself.

I &l | STET SaTie SR e ¥ faErs <d §, TP 15 o IS SRR - Pt uget
SUFRATY &1 Tobd Tt

Road Development and Stabilisation

TSP faor T 3R

Research shows that road development in conflict-affected areas has a stabilising effect.
XY § UdT IAdT & [ U GUTTIT &1 A T$& I &1 RSSO IR gHE 51T 5

In Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, and Odisha, core states in the “Red Corridor”, the presence
of rural roads is strongly associated with improvements in electricity access, employment
opportunities, and security.

BURTTE, IRES 3R NfERm T o ¥ FINSR? & T A4 &, AN S 1 AISeTht
fareTelt, ISR 3w SR JR&T H GUR I 91 85 ¢
Roads hel%\:eclalm governance from non-state actors who thrive in isolation.

TSI TET § ATH a9 oF § Heg Hdl §, S 3feTd & Hold-Ferd g |

When the state is absent, insurgent groups often step in with slogans and systems, setting
up parallel institutions that mimic state functions.

SIS I U Bl &, dl fasig g SRR AR 3R Rived & 91y 558U 314 &, 3R I
BTAT B THA B AT THMIAR TRITH R B 7 |

Diego Gambetta’s study of the Sicilian Mafia illustrates this: extralegal actors assume roles
such as conflict resolution and taxation when the state withdraws.

feum fer & sremm & Rafelt Arfitear o1 IeTexvl §: Od Iy YIS gedr § of @y fimar
faare U SR HRIYE S YfiyeTd fAuTd B

In India, Maoist insurgents have attempted to fill governance gaps in remote areas by
running informal courts and levying their own “taxes”.

YR H, m@a@ﬁaﬁ%ﬁﬁmﬁmﬁwﬁaﬁﬁaﬁﬁﬁmmw
AR ST <P B R BT YR bl 21

The demand and supply logic applies to governance. An undersupply of formal governance
leads to opportunistic entrepreneurship seeking to pick up the slack.

A § |/ 3R MY adh TR EraT 81 MU= A Bt Bl I JlauTee Iefdr S
Bl 8 S 3T B DY T B Bl PR AT B

Health Services and Coercion

TATRY YTY 3R STaexi!

In some tribal regions, extralegal outfits have even dispensed rudimentary medical aid
where clinics are absent, blurring the line between care and coercion.

FS S &3 H, Y HEI 3 IgT b b JruRer Rifen ggradr <t w5l whifie Hivg
T8 &, oY 3@ SR STeRGRI & oiid ST T gl 81 TI= |
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Research by Alpa Shah (2018) and Human Rights Watch (2009) notes that the Naxalite
presence in villages often includes some health services and welfare activities, though
always underwritten by the threat of violence.

3T TTE (2018) 3R TYHT ASCH aTd (2009) & NY P SIAR, Tal & Taaferar &t At
T SRR TO TR AT R FeT0T AT N S 8, greifes saem fEm it ewa
& 1Y

Scholar Zachariah Mampilly (2011) observed in other insurgent contexts that such services
are not charitable but strategic, aiming not just at survival but legitimacy.

fag srepfyare Affrel (2011) 7 3 fagie! Gauf A wa fob Tt Jary a=iter 761 sfcss
UTIfa® &, ST 229 o iifdd e gl Sfesp AedT 8T BT 8

Legitimacy and Justice
T 3R =

Legitimacy cannot rest on coercion alone.

JYdT Had ARG TR TR 751 51 Tl |

Extralegal governance, while sometimes filling state gaps, is not bound by constitutional
safeguards or democratic principles.

A M, HH-F I BT FH BT HRd gU, AU JR&T a1 DD Rigial I a1
et gl

Its forms of justice are often opaque, arbitrary, and punitive.

BT T SRR SRYY, AT 3R SSTHP 8Iell 6|

In several Maoist-affected areas, there are reports of kangaroo courts (jan adalats) issuing
summary punishments, including executions, without due process.

H3 HISNaTd! yHTfad & &, HIRE Srgrad! (9 Sigrad) P RUle § S Aféna ds, S
widt, fom SR uftrar & i 7

This is justice without appeal, correction, or accountability — more terror than tribunal.

T8 Jdtd, JUR a1 Jaraea! b T ura § — 98 S gHars | URE M 71

Importance of Infrastructure
SITHITAT BT Hgod

Infrastructure is the physical precondition for the presence of lawful authority.
AT PITAT THUBROT DT Juffay & forw ifars gd=rd 81

Jain and Biswas (2023) have shown that road connectivity correlates with a decline in
crime and increased service access in rural India.

O 3R e (2023) A feara i wee dudhar &1 Jreior R § SroRTy # St IR Jar
Uga ¥ g3 T ey g

Internationally, Rafael Prieto-Curiel and Ronaldo Menezes (2020) demonstrate that
wolence is higher in poorly connected areas, whether in cities or rural zones.

TR W, mmmmmm(zozo)am%mm
3 fre oifis gt 2, 71 I Wew & ar Ao

Infrastructure is not merely functional; it is political.

AR Bad HIAfHD el §; g I 2

Formal Institutions and Road Development

Formal state institutions, though imperfect, operate within a framework of laws shaped by
democratic consensus.

ey e TRITE, Yol € SRyl €, Wi difie Wewfd | ST ¢ ST & o & iR
HTH B ¢ |

These laws are debated, refined, and subject to public scrutiny.

A B T, GUR AR AES PR & 316 2 31
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When schools, police stations, clinics, and courts are introduced in conflict-prone areas
through road development, they bring not only services but a system accountable to
citizens.

9 TS fadTd & T ¥ Wpd, Yfer w3, feafae ik =uraraa Yoy-vaur &3 § wifid
fu o 8, O 3 Haa Jand & 761 A afcs AnRS! b ufa Sarade wome o ard

It is the rule of law, not rule by fiat, that matters.

Teayul 91 U8 § for I8 ST &1 ™A 8, 7 1% 779 S1e &1 I |

Formal institutions are subject to electoral oversight, bureaucratic accountability, and
legal restraint, unlike informal justice systems.

HRITE FATE FRT, FIpRamel sraraes], SR ST afaae & o1 i g,

& SFMIETRG =1 Yoo el |

Informal justice systems often reflect entrenched power hierarchies and patriarchal
norms, leading to vigilante justice and collective punishment.

oo wnfea = ok Aargfe® <3 oikft vt gt 81

Absence of courts can lead to entire communities being targeted, and accusations of
collaboration with security forces have sometimes resulted in mob reprisals.

el Bt SFufRAfa I RT Iger afé 8 Il 8, 3R JR&T Ial & 1Y TgaN & RIY
FHfi-pft ofts ufo=ny & sga od €1

The Indian state has recognized this, and in Chhattisgarh, former top official and current
NITI Aayog CEO B.V.R. Subrahmanyam implemented a strategy placing infrastructure at
the heart of governance renewal.

HRATT I A 38 vgar forar 8, ok Sxiire #, ud 3= et iR adam =ifer ST
Want .. R, gawvaw 3 & MR gFAATE! ore @) U YR BT F5 §1 DI 0FG
SIUEAl

Roads came first, followed by schools, clinics, and law enforcement, each road signaling
that the state has arrived and is here to stay.

TSP Ued TS, 59 SI1C Ta, [T 3R ST e, 5 Y5 Ue dew <t & [ sy
TgT 31 74T 8 3R Wi 8

Safeguards are needed tpo
e U ot sava® §

Infrastructure alone cannot resolve conflict; roads can carry relief or repression.

Fad giard) e gy ga T8 B Thdr; TGS Aed AT ST a Il § |

Without institutional safeguards like justice mechanisms, healthcare access, and
community consultation, roads risk becoming symbols of control rather than inclusion.

T o, TRy Aqr3il 3R IS TRIHRE SR HRITTT R Iural & fomT, Tseh fAdsor
F Yl 59 THh §, - fob THTART

Roads should be built with the village, not merely through it, to ensure legitimacy.

b Had TorA & o g1, afeww T & TgANT | SIS o1 AT afs derar A 8|

Informal social norms, even outside insurgent control, can be exclusionary; e.g., khap
panchayats and caste councils may enforce rigid social codes through shame or
violence.

ST |TATRIE UGS, 917 ASid =01 & aTeR & i = 8, afsheurerl 8 Idhd
T 9, ETY vare SR oty afved sreer < a1 e & e A SR "I Bl A
FA 5

Development must aim not only to replace insurgent authority but also to integrate
pluralistic, rights-based governance rooted in India’s constitutional values.

I 31 35T Had fAKIET T B TG Tl Sich ggadrare!, SfUeR-MuUTRT AR
D URd & JauUTfe geat & SR R Siren o g1 =nfeuy

As India invests in tribal heartlands, especially southern Chhattisgarh, road development
must extend justice, dignity, and opportunity.

9 YR SMrfearit geawud, faRiver afémn Bxitreg, # 3w &1 8, O Hs® faer o
=7y, TRAT 3R IR U HAT AT
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e The goal is not merely movement but belonging; therefore, to build roads is to build

peace.

I Had IHET el Sfedp TIEY 3R JEHTRIET 8; ST, TS 1 = ifd I 8
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FINDING THE
MOTHER TREE ‘

L.
SUZANNE SIMARD ‘

Wood wide web: trees have their
own network to preserve life

What is a tree? When were trees born? Three books urge readers to think of trees not as passive, aesthetic entities but as key shapers of the

environment. Trees are rain-makers above ground and redistributors of water underground, among other contributions

Sudhirendar Sharma

tis easy to think of trees as passive

entities with limited mobility, the

essential green in the biodiversity

of life. But as new research shows,
the environmental benefits of trees — air
cleaning, prevention of flooding,
sequestration of carbon dioxide — are
side-effects of trees’ abilities to shape the
environment. There is a tendency to take
trees for granted for their environmental
and aesthetic values. It is so despite the
fact that any of the tree species which
have evolved over thousands of years
carries a common ecological narrative.
Amongst many environmental services on
offer, the amazing property of trees is that
they can not only bring water down from
the sky, but can send it back up as
transpiration too.

But to assume that trees have only a
limited role is to belittle their existence.
Conversely, it is amazing how trees have
done more as blind explorers beneath the
soil to communicate and cooperate not
only with themselves but with other
species too. It is only in recent times that
this quality is being studied. In the
process, trees have emerged as the
original terraformers, breaking down
barren rock to create soil, channelling
water into rivers, and releasing oxygen
into an atmosphere previously
inhospitable to complex life. Without
trees, the earth would have literally been
adesert.

This hasn’t been a passive process in
itself. Trees have, over millennia, exerted
control over fundamental elements —
water, air, fire, and the ground beneath.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Element by element, trees have learned
to control water, air, fire and the ground
beneath, as well as fungi, plants, animals,
and even people, shaping them according
to their ‘tree-ish’ agenda. According to
tree researcher Harriet Rix, (The Genius of
Trees, 2025, Bodley Head) trees are not
victims of change but agents of change in
a grand ecological narrative. They are
undoubtedly leading actors in the great
drama of life on earth. “When modern
humans evolved about 40,000 years ago,
there were an estimated six trillion trees
on the planet. By the time we appeared
on the scene, trees had already altered
the planet’s air, changed the flow of water,
used fire as a tool and built relationships
with the plants and animals around
them,” writes Rix.

Vital consciousness

Recent scientific research has illuminated
the intricate relationship trees maintain
with their surroundings. For the better
part of almost 400 million years, trees
have been some of the largest organisms
on land.

While early research highlights the
interesting exchange of resources through
what is often dubbed the ‘wood wide
web’ — some interpretations have
ventured into anthropomorphism and
human-like emotions being transmitted to
trees. How have trees done this is perhaps
the story to understand.

Do trees have consciousness? The work
of Suzanne Simard (Finding the Mother
Tree: Discovering the Wisdom of the Forest,
2021, Allen Lane) is worth mentioning
here wherein she gives anthropomorphic
claims that trees ‘talk’ to and ‘love’ one

another. It is like putting a nurturing
mammalian face on to the giants of the
forest to unfold the complexities of a
system. The arboreal history also reveals
how these passive organisms
fundamentally reshaped the planet.
Billions of years ago, these early plants
embarked on an evolutionary journey
culminating in the majestic trees that
dominate landscapes worldwide.

Trees are more than what they may
seem to the naked eye. Recent research
has enlisted the role of trees in shaping
the crucial elements of the ecosystem
viz., water, air, soil, plants, and animals.
Although all elements are equally
important, trees have an endearing effect
on rainfall and water flows above and
below them. The anatomy of trees is more
tightly engineered than a human body,
because rather than moving to avoid
drought and flood, trees control their
own environment to counter any
emerging situation.

Above the ground, trees are
rain-makers and under, their roots collect
and redistribute water. And in between,
the tree can control and use the water
within itself. But the core question
remains: does water enable the trees or
do the trees enable the water? A little bit
of both — and when the climate changes
around them, trees tend to get better at
shaping water.

Innate value

Scientists argue that there is a reason why
we find the smell of wood so comforting,
and like to press our noses between the
pages of books. A little over fifty species
of trees constitute ‘divine’ trees — trees
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based on our faiths and traditions.
Vasudha Rai’s Sacred: The Mysticism,
Science, Recipes and Rituals (Ebury 2025)
does not investigate such divine
antecedents but reflects on the values
ascribed to trees like peepal, banyan,
rudraksha and deodar. Why are these
trees considered invaluable? What is the
scientific basis of such a belief?

An acclaimed author on wellness, who
connects traditions with contemporary
living, Rai goes into the science of it.
Blending spiritual wisdom with scientific
research, she provides new insights on
our symbiotic relationship with trees.
What makes divine botany interesting is
the manner in which it outlines ancient
mysticism, modern science, and enlists
recipes to build the narrative that helps
reconnect with trees.

Exploring and reviving this subject is
not without reason. It is about revisiting
our reverence for the green cover which
has reached such a crescendo that we are
devoted to the intangible god but do not
respect tangible manifestations of the
divine.

In reality, every plant must be seen as
sacred because every plant species
supports some bacteria, insects, bees,
birds and mammals. According to ancient
scriptures, every leaf and blade of grass,
branch and the trunk is home to nature
spirits. There is an ancient tale in which a
guru asks his disciple to go into the forest
and find a plant that has no use. The
disciple comes back empty-handed
because he cannot find a single plant that
had no use.

Sudhirendar Sharma is an independent
writer, researcher and academic.
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Wood wide web: trees have their own network to preserve
life

gS 9158 d9: US| &1 3(UHT Hedd silad & g9 & g

The Vital Role of Trees

Usi @ Hgayul YfareT

e |tis easy to think of trees as passive entities with limited mobility, the essential green in the
biodiversity of life.
g T 3 § b U fRfSpy 3ik Hifra nferfhierdr aret €, St shae & wta fafaerar &
TP &Y dd ¢ |

e New research shows that the environmental benefits of trees — air cleaning, flood
prevention, carbon dioxide sequestration — are side-effects of trees’ abilities to shape
the environment.
T Y J g1 Terd § fd USt & yatavoiia ary — arg YfSdn, 91¢ B Ay, B
STSSHTHIATSS BT ATV — US| ST UGTaR0T BT STHR A P &HAT & WIS-3haed o |

e There is a tendency to take trees for granted for their environmental and aesthetic values,
despite the fact that any tree species carries a common ecological narrative evolved over
thousands of years.
et B 3% yafaroiiy ik Higd geu & e /R geos o forar oirar &, Safes fosedt off 9 &t
worTfa & g9TRY aul | fasRya wmmm=a uikfRufde a1 g &)

e Among environmental services, trees can bring water down from the sky and send it back
up as transpiration.
yafervitg Yareft &, U SMH | Ul & TP d 7 3R 38 iiReH & &0 § arayg 4w
5 |

e To assume trees have only a limited role is to belittle their existence.
g | 1 {3 TSt @t YT Wit 8, a1 3ifRied &1 SleT e g1

o Trees act as blind explorers beneath the soil, communicating and cooperating with
themselves and other species.
U3 gt & R i) SAuP & Rg FTI Hd §, S e 3R 3 gl & 1Y TG SR
TN R g |

e Trees have emerged as original terraformers, breaking down barren rock to create soil,
channeling water into rivers, and releasing oxygen into the atmosphere.
U8 G RIBIUR & 0 H IR §, §oR ggH1 ®l disH gt g, Ffeay & urit derr,
IR qrgHsd # Sifeiteq SisT|

e Over millennia, trees have exerted control over fundamental elements — water, air, fire,
ground.
TOIRI aul §, U 3 g dedl — T, gaT, 3T, Y R =0 wifua fean

e Trees have learned to control fungi, plants, animals, and even people, shaping them
according to their ‘tree-ish’ agenda.
U3 3 Bl MY, WGy, 3R T8l 9@ % wgeal & Hafd o i, oik 3% oA Us-
e Toie & IR SR &

e According to tree researcher Harriet Rix, trees are not victims of change but agents of
change in a grand ecological narrative.
U Myl Yeg & 3ER, U uftad & RreR 78 afep uRadT F woic €, 1o
fagma uifRufaes Sur d|

e When modern humans evolved about 40,000 years ago, there were an estimated six trillion
trees on the planet.

STd ST I T 40,000 HTH T8 b1y gY, a1 gl W 3garia o8 Rt ¥ 2
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By the time humans appeared, trees had already altered the planet’s air, changed water
flow, used fire as a tool, and built relationships with plants and animals.

9 A4 Udhe gY, a9 d& Us! - Ugd &l gl 3t ga1 gqa &f A, 5o warg & uiafda faa,
3T P Teh IJUHIVN & ¥4 & 3TAATS o, 3R diert SR el & a1 Jae §1Y|

Vital Consciousness

Recent research shows trees have maintained an intricate relationship with their
surroundings for almost 400 million years.

gIferan 2y & Ul Ferd ¢ fb U = U 400 Rt 9t a6 o= ufkaw & a1y wifed wey
CEIESCE]

Early research highlights the exchange of resources through the ‘wood wide web’, with
some interpretations extending to anthropomorphism and human-like emotions.
URMAS MY 7 <GS qT58 AT & T J WATYHI & ATGH-UGH B I9NR 53T, T© ARSATSH
T 39 AEAIHRT 3R HIFa St Hrameif 9% ver faar

Suzanne Simard claims trees ‘talk’ to and ‘love’ one another, giving a nurturing
mammalian face to forest giants.

o RATE &1 $81 8 % U8 T g ¥ 91d R 3R ‘WR R §, o siv1er & fawma
Sl & Uve FURY T =9 foar |

Arboreal history shows how trees fundamentally reshaped the planet.

3¢ Taeft sfaeTa fewmar 8 i &9 Ut 7 9o ¥u & gt &1 §=: s faar|

Early plants embarked on an evolutionary journey culminating in the majestic trees
dominating landscapes worldwide.

RIS Giell 3 T ivplad ey O = &1, S veg Ul & uRurd g8, o fay R &
Rexdl W g gl

Trees play a role in shaping water, air, soil, plants, and animals, with special impact on
rainfall and water flows.

U U, ga, fird, g SR SIHaRt &1 SR o & YfieT FyTd §, e gfy ofik oid
TaTE TR AEAYU] UHTd STerd & |

Tree anatomy is more tightly engineered than a human body, controlling their environment
to counter drought and flood.

U8 & IR ATHd IR A 31 Sifed 3, S g1 3R 91¢ H1 Ghrad B & oy 3ua
TaiaRuT Bt T Bl |

Above the ground, trees are rain-makers; below, roots collect and redistribute water;
internally, trees control and use water.

T & SWR, U F1f¥RT BT H a1d §; -1, oS Uit spgT 3R gA: faafika &t € 1R,
Us uHl &1 i o Sudi & g1

The core question remains: does water enable trees or do trees enable water? The answer
is a little of both.

TR Y T8 3: 1 U UST Y Y&H Hal 8 T1 US UTHT ) J&H Hd 82 SR 8, Sl BT
YISt AT
When the climate changes around them, trees tend to get better at shaping water.

S I MU TAdg Igard! 8, U8 IR W U o1 3ThR 33 & JgaR 1 A 8

Innate value

WyIfa® e

Scientists argue that there is a reason why we find the smell of wood so comforting, and
like to press our noses between the pages of books.

AFNAD! BT ah @ o T HRUT ¢ b 50 Ah S B GG P! 3T GEGTIP UTd 8, 3R favaral
& U & g (U ATH T BT TG Ad & |

A little over fifty species of trees constitute ‘divine’ trees — trees based on our faiths and
traditions.
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éﬁﬂﬂ@r 3if¥e yetTfaal & U8 e U 711 i § — 3 Us g9R o ofiv qiumTelf R st
I

Vasudha Rai’s Sacred: The Mysticism, Science, Recipes and Rituals (Ebury 2025)
reflects on the values ascribed to trees like peepal, banyan, rudraksha, and deodar rather
than investigating divine antecedents.

a'gm'\rraaﬁ Sacred: The Mysticism, Science, Recipes and Rituals (Ebury 2025) ﬁﬂ?[,
TG, ToT& 3R TGRS Ut &1 &Y 718 Yeuar faRiwarsit w ear St 8, s fob 3
fea gdadl ugqsll &1 Jid H|

Why are these trees considered invaluable? What is the scientific basis of such a belief?

3} U T ST {1 S 872 39 fayrg &1 Aefre smur @ 82

Rai, an acclaimed author on wellness, blends spiritual wisdom with scientific research,
providing new insights on our symbiotic relationship with trees.

I, Th URYG AT G, TP 19 P aFTPS MY F 1Y gl 8, 3R AR Usf
P Y Eoiidl HaY TR 73 =D UG Hal g

Divine botany is interesting as it outlines ancient mysticism, modern science, and
includes recipes to build a narrative that helps reconnect with trees.

faon awafa fagm Ry § wiifes ug urdiq Ye<are, snyfAe fagm & cwfar g, ok
HETal 3R sl & Arend @ g9 Ul A g: o1 ¥ Heg BRar gl

Exploring and reviving this subject is about revisiting our reverence for the green cover,
which has reached a level where we are devoted to the intangible god but do not respect
tangible manifestations of the divine.

= fIvg &7 AT0T 3R GSia gUR g¥1 TRl & Uil 9 &l SIIRT ¢/ & IR A g, S 39
%W@w%%@mmawﬁrwﬁa%é%ﬁmaﬁququﬁ
|

Every plant must be seen as sacred because every plant species supports bacteria, insects,
bees, birds, and mammals.

TR Y B ufds AT ST =R dife g Ui ot e dediaT, #YS, aywiear, ueft oiv
TAYN H7 I96T Fet g

According to ancient scriptures, every leaf, blade of grass, branch, and trunk is home to
nature spirits.

U R & SER, §R U, U $1 Bl [T 3R a1 UHid DI SATeHTS HT R ¢

An ancient tale narrates that a guru asks his disciple to find a plant that has no use; the
disciple returns empt%-handed, finding no plant without use.

T U BT FTel & b T 1% 3ro Ry A T dem Wie & g g § R aig
g}mﬁqﬁ;mmm?ﬁauaﬁm%,aﬁﬁ?sﬁaﬁéﬁwﬁmqﬁﬁmmmﬂq
|
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India resists full
crypto framework,
fears systemic risks

Official document cites the RBI's view that containing the risks

of cryptocurrencies through regulation would be difficult in practice

Reuters
NEW DELHI

ndia is leaning to-
l wards not creating le-

gislation to regulate
cryptocurrencies in the
country and instead will
maintain partial oversight,
fearing that bringing the
digital assets into its main-
stream financial system
could raise systemic risks,
a government document
shows.

The document, seen by
Reuters, cites the Reserve
Bank of India’s (RBI) view
that, in practice, contain-
ing the risks of cryptocur-
rencies through regulation
would be difficult.

Global acceptance of
cryptocurrencies has im-
proved since U.S. President
Donald Trump took office
and prices of bitcoin have
hit record highs.

The U.S. has also passed
legislation permitting wid-
er use of stablecoins,
which are cryptocurren-

+
I o e

Cryptic crypto: Regulating cryptocurrencies in India may cause the
sector to become systemic, the document says. AFP

cies backed by fiat curren-
cies making them less vul-
nerable to wild swings.
China continues to ban
cryptocurrencies but is
considering a Yuan-backed
stablecoin, Reuters report-
ed last month. Although,
Japan and Australia are de-
veloping regulatory frame-
works for such virtual as-
sets, they maintain a
cautious stance without ac-
tively promoting the sec-
tor. Regulating cryptocur-
rencies in India would
grant them “legitimacy”,

and “may cause the sector
to become systemic”, the
government  document,
prepared this month, said.

In contrast, while an
outright ban can tackle the
“alarming” risks from lar-
gely speculative crypto as-
sets, it would not be able to
tackle peer-to-peer transf-
ers or trades on decentral-
ised exchanges, it added.

India’s federal finance
ministry and the RBI did
not immediately respond
to Reuters request for
comment.

India resists full crypto framework, fears systemic risks

YR = ot fopel o &1 faxie fam, yomettma sifae &1 va
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The official document cites the RBI’s view that containing the risks of cryptocurrencies
through regulation would be difficult in practice.

EaS § RBI &1 Hd 3gyd foval T & b fopgia il & sifaml & fFrifa
AT A & 71y Q@ ARG U d HfSA |

India is leaning towards not creating legislation to regulate cryptocurrencies in the
country and instead will maintain partial oversight, fearing that bringing the digital assets
into its mainstream financial system could raise systemic risks, a government document
shows.

URd fppievelt &t fafrafia w3 & fg S T8 TR 31 3R 99 @12 3R 39 T
i PRI ST ¥@R T, Fif 98 <X & & e suRmal o gerurt #t i yomdt
A A1 A YUITeiTd QA 9¢ 9@ d &, WPRI gy § U8 feamar mn g |

The document, seen by Reuters, cites the Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) view that, in
practice, containing the risks of cryptocurrencies through regulation would be difficult.
IgeH GRI W T Twas # URda oid 8@ (RBI) &1 98 7d Sgyd fear mar g i
HaEIRG U ¥ fraw & ared & frpie st & sifaml &t fFrata s sfe= g
Global acceptance of cryptocurrencies has improved since U.S. President Donald Trump
took office and prices of bitcoin have hit record highs.

¥y TR W febern e $1 Tl 7 7S g3 © 09 I ket rgufa ST ¢U A uaHR
TUTET 3R fyewizg 9t FHa Rdis SHarg W Ugd 1o
The U.S. has also passed legislation permitting wider use of stablecoins, which are
cryptocurrencies backed by fiat currencies making them less vulnerable to wild swings.
T & SIS IUANT Pt SFAfA S arerm w1 o il fan §, S fieee
gar3il gRT Jafia feie 8, S 3 srafire Iar-werd & ufa o1 Haga=ia sl §1
China continues to ban cryptocurrencies but is considering a Yuan-backed stablecoin,
Reuters reported last month.

A anf oft frpieil w ufade o 3@ gu 8, afe gam quffa Redaeizd w AR &
BT 8, 98 TFaRI fUad AeA Iaesd A & ot

Although Japan and Australia are developing regulatory frameworks for such virtual
assets, they maintain a cautious stance without actively promoting the sector.

gIeifey, SITUTT 3R Sifeeferar UH asra Ty & fore frame gt fasfia %2 3@ 8, dfd
d 39 &3 3 Aftha ©U A gerar iy famn Tad $@ 9917 9d €

Regulating cryptocurrencies in India would grant them legitimacy, and may cause the
sector to become systemlc the government document, prepared this month, said.

=0 TE AU U U TR SA1a J Bel 1 & 5 URe & Rppie i o1 e 9
%ﬂmmﬁn 3R 3 &5 ) YUITENTd 91 HPhaT 2|
In contrast, while an outright ban can tackle the “alarming” risks from largely speculative

crypto assets, it would not be able to tackle peer-to-peer transfers or trades on
decentralised exchanges, it added.

39 faudid, T yul wlaey @ ¥ & He i) suftal @ 93 “dAe™ e el o
dfa &R Tear 7, dfer ug War-g-dhR Tiawr a1 fad=iied veasl W samR #t
e T8Y ®% uremn, s Ster i

India’s federal finance ministry and the RBI did not immediately respond to Reuters’
request for comment.

YRT & ST faw varerd 3k RBI A aed 3t fewoft & srRiy w gea ufafsear =8t <t
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‘India set to be among
top five shipbuilding
nations by 2047’

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

With less than 1% share in
global shipbuilding cur-
rently, India is on course to
be among the world’s top
five countries in this arena
by 2047, according to the
Centre. “The Government
ofIndia, through the Minis-
try of Ports, Shipping and
Waterways and the Direc-
torate General of Shipping,
is committed to position-
ing India as a new hub for
shipbuilding,” Shantanu
Thakur, Minister of State,
Ministry of Ports, Shipping
and Waterways, Govern-
ment of India, said here on
Wednesday.

“The nation has a clear
goal of ranking among the
top 10 maritime nations by
2030 and among the top 5
by 2047,” he said, speaking
at INMEX SMM India 2025,
organised by Informa Mar-
kets in India. He said ship-
building and repair would
serve as vital growth en-
gines of India’s ‘blue eco-
nomy’, generating employ-
ment, enhancing global
competitiveness, and driv-
ing sustainability through
green shipping initiatives
and modernised infras-
tructure,

“While the maritime
sector currently contri-
butes 4% to India’s GDP
and just 1% of global ton-
nage, the vision is to raise
its share to 12% of national
GDP and advance it from
the 16th position globally
to the fifth by 2047 said
Shyam Jagannathan, Direc-
tor General of Shipping,
Ministry of Ports, Shipping
and Waterways.

“Indian seafarers alrea-

19

Shantanu Thakur

dy represent 12% of the glo-
bal workforce, with a goal
to expand this to around
25%, making shipbuilding
and repair central to this
transformation,” he said.

He said the government
was strongly supporting
the ambition through in-
itiatives such as the Ship-
building Finance Assis-
tance Scheme, the
Maritime  Development
Fund, shipbuilding and re-
pair clusters, a National
Shipbuilding Mission, the
Shipbreaking Credit Note
scheme, and upfront subsi-
dies of up to 30% for non-
conventional builds.

“Under Maritime India
Vision India is firmly on
course to emerge as a glo-
bal maritime superpower,”
he emphasised.

Sabyasachi Hajara,
Chairman, INMEX SMM In-
dia Advisory Board, said,
“The Government of India
has taken unprecedented
measures to boost the mar-
itime sector, including the
establishment of a $3 bil-
lion Maritime Develop-
ment Fund, with nearly
45% earmarked for ship-
building and ship repair,
and 20% for building In-
dian tonnage, alongside in-
vestments in port infras-
tructure and  coastal
shipping.”

‘India set to be among top
five shipbuilding nations by
2047

‘“URd 2047 a% N uig srgT
?}Zﬂr%&ﬁﬁmﬁaﬁﬁ%ﬁm

. With less than 1% share in global
shipbuilding currently, India is on course to be
among the world’s top five countries in this arena
by 2047, according to the Centre.

g & Ay wreTe fAmfor & 1% 3 ww fferd
& TIY, WIR 2047 TP 39 &7 § g-ar & MY uig
<=0 7 S 81 B 16 W 8, B& b TR

. “The Government of India, through the
Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways and
the Directorate General of Shipping, is committed
to positioning India as a new hub for
shipbuilding,” Shantanu Thakur, Minister of
State, Ministry of Ports, Shipping and
Waterways, Government of India, said here on
Wednesday.

HRTHGRITET & AIH ¥ YRA WRPR, YRd B
SigTe (A0l & U &% & U § R1fid &34 &
fore wfas 8, 95 o1d Yo WAt Ria] 319, WRd
WP, 7 Jgi JUIR $I Fal |

o “The nation has a clear goal of ranking
among the top 10 maritime nations by 2030 and
among the top 5 by 2047,” he said, speaking at
INMEX SMM India 2025, organised by Informa
Markets in India.

II1 gl fb “a BT WY 716 2030 T T 10
Tl 3= A 3R 2047 T =M 5 3= A R U
FAT 7, I8 I1d S5 g gHEHEH $fan
2025 T Hg!, ST e Swiut Arded g
$f&ar gr1 fosar

. He said shipbuilding and repair would
serve as vital growth engines of India’s ‘blue
economy’, generating employment, enhancing
global competitiveness, and driving
sustainability through green shipping initiatives
and modernised infrastructure.

3Iei1 Pel & srgre fAmfor i 7R, YIRd & =,

IHHMUY & gyl AP $o1 & © U d HW
SEITAT & H1H I Haddl b1 9147 Sl |
. “While the maritime sector currently

contributes 4% to India’s GDP and just 1% of global tonnage, the vision is to raise its
share to 12% of national GDP and advance it from the 16th position globally to the fifth
by 2047,” said Shyam Jagannathan, Director General of Shipping, Ministry of Ports,
Shipping and Waterways.
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X SATATYA, a8 HRIGRI®, SgTg, 198 3R SR HATerd - ST, “qiaH o
T 8, WIRE P SR F 4% AT 21 2 IR AP & UR & P 1%, TV I8 2 b
3 P ST BT 12% T TGN ST 3R 2047 T AP TR W 164 WM A Uiwd VI
b UgdrT 1Y |”

“Indian seafarers already represent 12% of the global workforce, with a goal to expand

this to around 25%, making shipbuilding and repair central to this transformation,” he
said.
3B FT, “URRT ATfaw® Ugd ¥ & Al srdaa &1 12% wfaffia w3 €, 767 39 25%
TP 9e1 o1 5, o sigre fmfor 8ik wwra 59 ufad= &1 $g ST 9 17
He said the government was strongly supporting the ambition through initiatives such as
the Shipbuilding Finance Assistance Scheme, the Maritime Development Fund,
shipbuilding and repair clusters, a National Shipbuilding Mission, the Shipbreaking
Credit Note scheme, and upfront subsidies of up to 30% for non-conventional builds.
I Bel b TRPR 3T AEAThial T HAolgdl & FHYT H3 I 8 9 b srgrst ferafor fas
e, RudfHT hfee e aiemn, ok R-urufye fFmfor & g 30% 9@ $it $alm
aferst
“Under Maritime India Vision India is firmly on course to emerge as a global maritime
superpower,” he emphasised.
I SR 9% B, WY WA T F d5d WRA Afye Tl wemfR & w0 § Iu 7t
T R TG A T TG /TR
Sabyasachi Hajara, Chairman, INMEX SMM India Advisory Board, said, “The
Government of India has taken unprecedented measures to boost the maritime sector,
including the establishment of a $3 billion Maritime Development Fund, with nearly 45%
earmarked for shipbuilding and ship repair, and 20% for building Indian tonnage,
alongside investments in port infrastructure and coastal shipping.”

BOIRT, 3, FTHRT THUHTH 33T HAGPR a8, 3 HgT, “HRd TRPR - T
&3 ! FeTa1 & F fore 3ryayd Fen Iee &, ford 3 faferaeT sTer &1 gl faem e
TS HT, o @M 459% wigTer fAufor o o & fR1g, 3fR 20% R &1 YR
oo & fore emféra, wry € dewme SraviRaT SR adta Hiag # fawr a5 1
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GST reforms to benefit consumption, growth

B. Bhagwan Das

GST Reforms announced
by the GST Council at its
56th Meeting held on Sep-
tember 3, 2025, will boost
domestic  private con-
sumption, negate the im-
pact of U.S. President Do-
nald Trump’s punitive
tariffs on India’s GDP
growth, while sustaining
its growth momentum as
the fastest-growing econo-
my in the world though the
GST is still work-in-pro-
gress and throws up mixed
messaging through the lat-
est round of rate
rationalisation.

Boost consumption
When the Prime Minister
of India announced from
the ramparts of the Red
Fort on August 15, 2025 of
an impending Diwali Gift to
the nation in the form of
proposed GST reforms
(GST 2.0) that would lower
and rationalise the GST
rates to benefit the con-
sumers in India, it set the
perfect tone for the up-
coming festive season. Be-
fore his announcement,
the RBI, the IMF and sever-
al credit rating agencies
had forecast India’s GDP
growth to be around 6.5%
for FY26, powered largely
by agriculture, govern-
ment infrastructure spend-
ing, manufacturing, con-
struction and services
sector growth.

As private consumption
was lagging, the Govern-
ment tried to address this
through Income Tax re-
forms in the Union Budget
for 2025-26, that increased
the exemption limit, wi-
dened the tax slabs and lo-
wered the rates of income
tax. The Government also
promised Goods and Ser-
vices Tax (GST) reforms
and tasked the Group of
Ministers (GoM) to look in-
to specific areas of GST re-
forms that can boost priv-
ate consumption

expenditure.

The RBI also played its
part by cutting lending
rates (Repo rate came
down from 6.5% to 5.5%).

Counter Trump’s tariffs
As things were looking up
on the growth front, the
50% reciprocal-cum-puni-
tive tariffs imposed by the
U.S. on some Indian ex-
ports to the U.S., which
came into effect from Au-
gust 27 this year, threa-
tened to derail India’s
growth momentum in
terms of shaving off nearly
half a percentage point
from India’s GDP growth in
the current fiscal. It is
against this backdrop that
the unanimous decision of
the GST Council in its 56th
meeting held on Septem-
ber 3, to exempt a large
number of consumer
goods of daily use and to li-
mit the GST rates to largely
two rates of 5% and 18%,
from the prevailing four
rates of 512,18 and 28%
(the last carrying a com-
pensation cess ranging
from 1% to 22% to benefit
the producer States), with
a 40% third rate on a small
number of sin and luxury
goods, and the reorganisa-
tion of commodities and
services to fit into these
GST rates, came as a

.18 ) 2

Some expense: GST rate rationalisation is likely to result in a net revenue loss of 748,000 crore. GIRI KVS

ee

GST 2.0 reforms are still
work in progress, as
fossil fuels, liquor and
electricity, fiercely
resisted by States due to
revenue, fiscal autonomy
implications, are not part
of the GST regime

breath of fresh air to lift the
pall of gloom of the U.S. ta-
riffs and set the upcoming
festive mood in motion.

Sustaining GDP growth

As per the press briefing of
the Government of India,
GST rate rationalisation is
likely to result in a net reve-
nue loss of ¥48,000 crore.
However, according to
some experts, the resul-
tant buoyancy of the eco-
nomy may offset some of
these revenue losses, with
the GDP of India expected
to grow by an additional
0.5 to 1%, thereby offset-
ting the growth impact of
Trump’s punitive tariffs on
Indian exports. The GST
rate rationalisation is going
to benefit both the rural
and urban consumers (es-
pecially the middle class)
and give a fillip to overall
domestic private con-
sumption. Increased con-
sumer demand due to fall

in prices brought about by
GST rate rationalisation,
will benefit agriculture,
dairy farming and a whole
lot of industries like pro-
cessed foods, Fast Moving
Consumer Goods (FMCG),
consumer durables, phar-
maceuticals, leather, tex-
tiles, automobiles and auto
components, cement,
housing, construction and
services like hospitality,
healthcare, health and life
insurance. In the case of
the exemption from GST
for health and life insu-
rance premiums, it is said
that while premiums may
not go down because of the
non-availability of input
tax credit (ITC) due to this
exemption, the overall in-
dividual payment by the
policy holders towards in-
surance premiums will de-
cline, making insurance
more attractive to the con-
sumers and thereby widen-
ing the insurance cover of
individuals and house-
holds in the country.

‘Work in progress

However, despite all the
hullaballoo, surrounding
GST 2.0 reforms, it is still a
work in progress, as fossil
fuels, liquor and electrici-
ty, fiercely resisted by
States because of revenue
and fiscal autonomy impli-

cations, are not part of the
GST regime. Even after the
reforms, there are effec-
tively three rates of GST,
namely, 5, 18 and 40%
(without cess) while the
consumer expectation was
an ideal two rate GST re-
gime of 5 or 6% and 16%.
Some States even openly
demanded to be compen-
sated for their potential re-
venue losses, while others
wanted to see a continua-
tion of the compensation
cess beyond its mandated
expiry date. The GST
Council, conscious of these
pulls and pressures and
the need to cut the revenue
losses for both the Centre
and the States, has created
a new higher GST rate of
40% (by adding the discon-
tinued rates of 12 and 28%),
ostensibly to discourage
the consumption of sin
goods like tobacco in va-
rious forms, cigarettes,
pan masala, gutka, on
which compensation cess-
es will continue till such
time the Centre pays off
loans it borrowed on be-
half of the States. High-end
motorcycles, luxury cars,
SUV’s, yachts and private
jets also come under the
40% GST rate. Interesting-
ly, every time cigarettes
and beedis are subjected to
higher rates of tax, the mo-
nopoly power of the exist-
ing players further goes up.

Mixed messaging

The taxation of cars, se-
dans and SUV’s is sending
out mixed messages. Origi-
nally, electric vehicles
(EV’s) were supposed to be
taxed on par with petrol
and diesel vehicles, but giv-
ing consideration to their
representation, that they
are still a nascent industry
in India with inadequate
support infrastructure like
charging stations, the GST
rate of 5% has been re-
tained irrespective of en-
gine capacity and length of
the vehicle, unlike their pe-

GST reforms to benefit consumption, growth

WUd 3R e &) ey UgaM & Re shead gur

e GST Reforms announced by the GST Council at its 56th Meeting held on September 3,
2025, will boost domestic private consumption, negate the impact of U.S. President
Donald Trump’s punitive tariffs on India’s GDP growth, while sustaining its growth
momentum as the fastest-growing economy in the world though the GST is still work-in-
progress and throws up mixed messaging through the latest round of rate rationalisation.

Sieadt GurR S sieadt uivug gR1 3ot 56dt 9o o 3 RideR, 2025 &1 9ifvd foy T,

o ol @ua ot ggrar &7, smfvet wyufd SiTes §U & WRd 31 SiSidt
NE & YU B FHTE B, T T giET

trol and diesel counter-
parts. If the intention is to
encourage automobile
buyers to transition to
clean fuels, then there
should also have been a dif-
ferential treatment of CNG,
petrol and diesel vehicles.
Based on engine capacity
and length, while all auto-
mobile buyers, except EV
buyers for whom there is
no change, enjoy a GST
rate reduction of 5 to 10%,
the sub-4 metre and up to
1200 CC for petrol and1500
CC for diesel categories get
the highest rate reduction
of 10%, while those above 4
metres and above 1200CC
for petrol and 1500CC for
diesel, benefit by 5% GST
rate reduction. Again,
some hoteliers are aghast
that while Indian breads
(read rotis) are exempt
from GST, idlis and dosas
are not!

Consumer shift ignored
Given that consumer prefe-
rences for cars have moved
away from compact cars
and hatchbacks to SUVs in
general, is the Government
nudging consumers to
move back to entry-level
cars and compact hatch-
backs through the new
GST rates? What impact
will it have on the automo-
bile industry in general
and consumer preferences
for automobiles in particu-
lar, going forward is a moot
question only time can
answer. Also, retaining 18%
GST on automobile insu-
rance and automobile
maintenance services and
auto repairs leave vehicle
owners disappointed. If a
full exemption, like in the
case of life and health insu-
rance may not have been
advisable given the reve-
nue implications, a possi-
ble GST rate cut to 5% must
have been explored.

(The writer is former
head and associate profes-
sor of economics, Loyola
College)

gfs R T
P g dolt § g srforawt & =u o

TN @M, gTeriiep shread) it +ft il wTfa IR @ iR ¥ ahITdIhRul & Td-aH R &
e 3 ffSa dew 2 < e
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o Boost consumption
QUd B FTaT &1

e When the Prime Minister of India announced from the ramparts of the Red Fort on August
15, 2025 of an impending Diwali Gift to the nation in the form of proposed GST reforms
(GST 2.0) that would lower and rationalise the GST rates to benefit the consumers in
India, it set the perfect tone for the upcoming festive season.

9 WRd & YU - 15 3R, 2025 $I AT fbet B YRR A URATfdd shgaet U
(Gﬂw?ﬁzoﬁmﬁwgﬁﬁmﬁwéﬁﬁ@wﬁ S Sheadl e=tf &1 & 3R

THEIT FATC SR URA H IUUIFATSHT B ATY Ugane, 97 STt gy e & fore
WG AIGIe qTaT |

e Before his announcement, the RBI, the IMF and several credit rating agencies had forecast
India’s GDP growth to be around 6.5% for FY26, powered largely by agriculture,
government infrastructure spending, manufacturing, construction and services sector
growth.

I 990N § U, RAISTE, ATSTATE 3R 3 hfse I weifa) 3 yRd ) shdidt
gfS ! fasa adf 26 & foIT AT 6.5% I8 BT STAM AT AT, ST GBI ¥ 4 PV, TRBRI
Tl g W wd, fafawior, fmfor ok dar g o5t gfs @ daifera o

e As private consumption was lagging, the Government tried to address this through Income
Tax reforms in the Union Budget for 2025-26, that increased the exemption limit,
widened the tax slabs and lowered the rates of income tax.

i el Tud Uee 38 ff, TRPR A 3 ASId a4 & [oT 2025-26 & FIT goie
TSR JURT F TTeqd J ge W1 9818, B W9 Ne fHY 3R e o3 gers|

e The Government also promised Goods and Services Tax (GST) reforms and tasked the
Group of Ministers (GoM) to look into specific areas of GST reforms that can boost
private consumption expenditure.

WHR 3 9% UG a1 HX (Sewdl) GURY o1 +ff arer fan sk w@fal & wqg (o) &) 98

TG &1 w1 i o Siieadt GUR & 314 | falRy &= Aol @ud =g ) 9ear S 9% ¢
o The RBI also played its part by cutting lending rates (Repo rate came down from 6.5% to

5.5%).

am-qﬁanéﬁ 1t 01 31 A BNt (FUT I 6.5% T UTH 5.5% §%) HPb U1 AN fea|

Counter Trump’s tariffs

U & % &1 goraar

¢ As things were looking up on the growth front, the 50% reciprocal-cum-punitive tariffs
imposed by the U.S. on some Indian exports to the U.S., which came into effect from
August 27 this year, threatened to derail India’s growth momentum in terms of shaving
off nearly half a percentage point from India’s GDP growth in the current fiscal.

9 fae & Ui )R 9 dgaR foa @ ff, sriifveT gr1 o HRda fafal w 50%
TRENT-GSTHT ¢, S 27 AT I gHId! g3, 7 YRd @1 gfg 3t 7fa &1 a1l s
3R gaT= faw af ¥ uRa Ft i 9fS < aruT e wia=ra sid gem &t erat §

e |tis against this backdrop that the unanimous decision of the GST Council in its 56th
meeting held on September 3, to exempt a large number of consumer goods of daily
use and to limit the GST rates to largely two rates of 5% and 18%, from the prevailing
four rates of 5, 12, 18 and 28%, with a 40% third rate on a small number of sin and
luxury goods, and the reorganisation of commodities and services to fit into these GST
rates, came as a breath of fresh air to lift the pall of gloom of the U.S. tariffs and set the
upcoming festive mood in motion.

=3t gyt A Sheadt ufkug &1 3 Ridear @1 g3 5641 So@ A Idwwra Aol sman, forad
AP T B 7w # Iuriear avgsi B ge ¢ 3R SHTadl <=1 @) YT U A 5%
3R 18% d% Wira w7 &1 Fvfa ferar mar, S ada= 7 5, 12, 18 30T 28% P AR ¥ o, 3R
PO UIY 3R TFo! X3t TR 40% G G & 1Y, TUT 37 oigde) =1 & avgaif 3R
Harsfi 3T foar | 7% fofa Yt e 3t foRT=m @1 g7 Hv oIk st
et P 7fd 37 & T TSI g9 BT FABT THHR AT
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Sustaining GDP growth
SIS gfes B a9e v@=

As per the press briefing of the Government of India, GST rate rationalisation is likely to
result in a net revenue loss of ¥48,000 crore.

YR WRBR B U7 FHHT & 3UR, SHTad] a3 ahATd®<or I 248,000 RIS BT Y&
oI THAT §H DI JUET |

However, according to some experts, the resultant buoyancy of the economy may offset
some of these revenue losses, with the GDP of India expected to grow by an additional
0.5 to 1%, thereby offsetting the growth impact of Trump’s punitive tariffs on Indian
exports.

BT, S ARV & IR, a1 § I SN S Ioid JHAI 3 A $ Bl
YRUTE B FHdT 8, 3R HIRd B SiSId & fafiad 0.5% & 1% Bt gfg €1 B GHIGT B,
o uRdig fafal wR &u & deTare W & gf yuTe 91 wRuTs 8 gt

The GST rate rationalisation is going to benefit both the rural and urban consumers
(especially the middle class) and give a fillip to overall domestic private consumption.

ST ¥ ahadie o ITtor SR st QA1 Iuiadrs (IRive www o) & ey
YEATE 3R $d W Al @ud &) ggrar |

Increased consumer demand due to fall in prices brought about by GST rate
rationalisation, will benefit agriculture, dairy farming, and industries like processed
foods, FMCG, consumer durables, pharmaceuticals, leather, textiles, automobiles, auto
components, cement, housing, construction and services like hospitality, healthcare,
health and life insurance.

Waaﬁﬂw%waﬂnﬁﬁm@raﬁggw&mm,w,énﬁ

BT, 3R YR d W, THUHRITSH, IuHieT fo®rs: avqu, bTHiQgfeew, THST, 9,
JAferHtaTsd, sifel Huew, Wide, smar, fAmafor v enfara, wrea d, TRy 3R
Sitat it SRt Jareit & a1y ugEneh |

In the case of the exemption from GST for health and life insurance premiums, it is said
that while premiums may not go down because of the non-availability of input tax credit
(ITC) due to this exemption, the overall individual payment by the policy holders towards
insurance premiums will decline, making insurance more attractive to the consumers and
thereby widening the insurance cover of individuals and households in the country.

WA 3R sftaq diwr fiftran R st F ge & ama o &e1 a1 § % grife g9ye e
Hfee (Srgdii) Ft srguasuar & HRu g § St 781 81 Jadl, e uieril 4Rl
SR 1 M Y ga safeaTa Ya i g, s SuHiadrsit & forg diar siftre
ATHYS FI ST ﬁ?sﬂwamﬁmah?uhan‘rmwmml

Work in progress

PUIGR T

However, despite all the hullaballoo surrounding GST 2.0 reforms, it is still a work in
progress, as fossil fuels, liquor and electricity, fiercely resisted by States because of
revenue and fiscal autonomy implications, are not part of the GST regime.

BT, SHTHAY 2.0 GURT & IRI 3R Bt gadd & a1avg, I8 ot f s waifa wr 8, wifes
o SR farfta Wrawrar & yuTal & SR I SR S, IRTT SR fasret &1 B
faRiy o 7, SIR 3 Siewd ma- &1 fvar 76 &

Even after the reforms, there are effectively three rates of GST, namely, 5%, 18% and 40%
(without cess) while the consumer expectation was an ideal two rate GST regime of 5 or
6% and 16%.

YR & a1 ft, sheadY 3t gurdt ¥ T 8, 3rufq 5%, 18% 3R 40% (=11 3%9), Safes
IUHIFT P SUEHT TH 3SR &f &3 Siead) yummelt ot o, arft 5 a1 6% 3% 16%|

Some States even openly demanded to be compensated for their potential revenue
losses, while others wanted to see a continuation of the compensation cess beyond its
mandated expiry date.
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FS TSl 7 G IR TR FHIIT IR g1 & T gamast &) 7iv1 3t Safes 3= gamasn
T B TN [ Y AR HR IR A, o 39 Sifard garfey fafy & emi s

The GST Council, conscious of these pulls and pressures and the need to cut the
revenue losses for both the Centre and the States, has created a new higher GST rate of
40% (by adding the discontinued rates of 12 and 28%), ostensibly to discourage the
consumption of sin goods like tobacco, cigarettes, pan masala, gutka, on which
compensation cesses will continue till such time the Centre pays off loans it borrowed
on behalf of the States.

sieadt uivg, 371 Waar 3R garal aur &g SR T4l gl & fore Irera g1 & HH
PR DI AP AT &1 & T G U, UH 718 I SHTHS! G¥ 40% (12 3R 28% BT FHIW
R\ B SeHR) IS ¢, o da1p, RIRE, U TATET, TedT Okt g aegsit &1 ud &)
galcdTied @R & fod ], foF IR Y3rmas A9 a9 9% 9N 397 o a@ 6 Hg Il 3t 3R
¥ fore 1T BT &1 YT A8 B <

High-end motorcycles, luxury cars, SUVs, yachts and private jets also come under the
40% GST rate.

TTE-TS HieTaTsfrd, aaor] B1Y, THYd, Iraey 3R urgde ded Hf 40% sheadt v &
3faifa ema g1

Interestingly, every time cigarettes and beedis are subjected to higher rates of tax, the
monopoly power of the existing players further goes up.

faey 91d 78 8 f &R aR RRe ok it W 3= #3 ¥ & ¥, Hivper f@anfsal #t
THTRPR e 3R 9¢ STt 81

Mixed messaging

The taxation of cars, sedans and SUVs is sending out mixed messages.

BRI, AT R THgd W Herur ffda G w1

Originally, electric vehicles (EVs) were supposed to be taxed on par with petrol and
diesel vehicles, but giving consideration to their representation, that they are still a
nascent industry in India with inadequate support infrastructure like charging stations,
the GST rate of 5% has been retained irrespective of engine capacity and length of the
vehicle, unlike their petrol and diesel counterparts.

d 70 ¥, gafees arg (S4d1) R Iga 3R Sord arg-il & aR1aR B Tl ST AT, Afeh
I8 3@d gU s 3 3nft ot uRa ¥ sruai wadH srawaar S il RRE & 91y T
TaeITd I &, ST &R 5% T} TS @, T8 91 &HdT 3R 918 &1 6a1g o ot g,
I Uetd 3R Sora au@el & faudid |

If the intention is to encourage automobile buyers to transition to clean fuels, then there
should also have been a differential treatment of CNG, petrol and diesel vehicles.

gfe Iy SATeIasd ISR ﬁwﬁmaﬁﬁwﬁamﬁ%ﬁquﬁw@a
HA1 7, Al Weeh, Ueta iR Sora arg-il &1 ot SrerT-3reT SU=R g1 A1 Tl

Based on engine capacity and length, while all automobile buyers, except EV buyers for
whom there is no change, enjoy a GST rate reduction of 5 to 10%, the sub-4 metre and up
to 1200 CC for petrol and 1500 CC for diesel categories get the highest rate reduction of

10%, while those above 4 metres and above 1200CC for petrol and 1500CC for diesel,
benefit by 5% GST rate reduction.

SO &A1 3R TaTE & 3MYR W, I sifcriarsd WeR!, Sa @RI & Sisay, N
DTS JCald e fBrelT, 5 |/ 10% B SEadt o3 A el &1 oy 7T, 4 Hex A o4 R U
F frw 1200 FRA qUT Sora F forg 1500 AR a5 Ft Foft BT 10% B I=FAH R BT
forett, Safes 4 e 9 3iftre 3R USta & forw 1200 Wwht aut Sora & forw 1500 W=ft &
31 Auft ATl BT 5% SHTH ST Bk BT arH firem|

Again, some hoteliers are aghast that while Indian breads (rotis) are exempt from GST,
idlis and dosas are not!

m%@aﬁmﬁ%m%ﬁ?w YR 98 (1Y) shewd) | Yo &, 981 gsat ok
glﬂl 1
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e Consumer shift ignored
SUHIFIT FGaATd DI SGEL

e Given that consumer preferences for cars have moved away from compact cars and
hatchbacks to SUVs, is the Government nudging consumers to move back to entry-
level cars and compact hatchbacks through the new GST rates?
I8 3 5U 6 PRI ¥ 1Y SuMiedT a89an srie $R) 3R 999 & Tagd 1 3R
RGN 81 T8 &, 1 ARPR SUHITTSN BT 78 SHETC] 331 P AN T YR Bl BRI
IR PIlTe FUaP B 3R deq & forg UIRa w2 I 32

o What impact will it have on the automobile industry in general and consumer
preferences for automobiles in particular, going forward is a moot question only time
can answer.

Hiqwr | g9H1 **3ficl
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